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WHEN- a man breaks in upon a com- 
pany of ftj*angef s, to \^ich he is not 
invited, the iiltrufion does or does not demand 
an apology, according to the* nature of the 
bufmefs which brings him thither: If it im- 
ports the company only, and he- has no intereft 
in the eri^hd, the lefs time he fpends in cere- 
mony the better ; and he muft be a very filly 
fellow indeed, ivho ftands fhuffling and apolo* 
jgizirtg, when he ought either to warn peojde 
of their danger, or Inform them of their good 
fortune : But where this is not the cafe, and 
the man, fo intruding, has nothing more to 
Jay for him<?lf, than that he is come to (it 
"down in their company, to prattle and tell 
Hbries, andx^lub-hisAare to the general fefti- 
B , vity 
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▼t^ of the tafiiC| tt will behove nkii to recomi* 

mend himfelf very fpeedily to the good graces 
of his new acquaintance ; and if his convert 
fation furnilhes neiAei-^inftrudion.nor amufe- 
ment, if he ftarts no new topics, or does not 
talk<> agree^Iy Wpon.. old ones, Ath 'vtell ^i^ he 
does not make his exit as abruptly as he en-^ 
tered. 

In lifee manner, every author finds a mate- 
rial difference in his firft, approaches to the 
public,, whether his fubjeft recommends him, 
pv he is to recommend Ms fubje£l : If he.h43 
any thix^ new in art or fcience ta. prVdude, 
any thing hnportaht to communicate for th^ 
benefit of mankind, he need be under no dlf^ 
ficulty in demanding tiieir attention to a bufi- 
nefs, which it? is fo much their' intereft to he.at 
and underftand f oxt the- contrary, if he ha$ 
nothing to tell his readers,- buit what they kaew 
before he told it, there muft be fome candoc 
on their part, and great addrefi on his, to fe- 
cure to iuchan author a good reception in th^ 
world.. 

I am at this Inftant under all the emhzX'* 
raifioents incident to a laaA in the laft^fieii-* 
tioned predicament : I am exceedingly defi^ 
X0tt$ tX) make my beft bow to the good cobd» 
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pany I wi intruding myfelf upon, and yet 
equally anxious, that in fo doing I may nei^ 
thcr make my firft advances/ with the ft iff 
grimace of a dancing-mafter, nor with th^ 
too familiar air of afelf-^importaat. As I pre*- 
tend to nothing more in thefe p^gesj than to 
tell my readers what I have ql^f rved of meu 
and books, in the moft amufing rn^nnex I ai9 
able, I knoyr not what to fiiy tq.t^fH more 
than humbly, to risqujcft a hearii^g; aod| as 1 
am in perfc^ ^Jxarity an^ good-humoiv wi* 
^^m^ fincereiy to.hpp^ that they on dieir 
t)arts will b^ in lik^good^humpur and charity 
with me« 

. My firft wifli wa% tp.ljaVe followed the fteps 
of thofe EfT^ylfts^ ^ho have fo fuccef^fully 
fet^the faftiioii of ptibliftung. thfjjr l^^gpbration^ 
from day to day in feparate papers^ This 
mode of majccbing into the ifro^ld by detach- 
ments has be^ happily taken up. by men of 
great generalftup in literature, of ^^h^m fpni^ 
are yet arnqngfl us^ Thpugh JV|r< AddiCoHi 
in his S£e<5ba;orii N"" ,124, h^ afte^te^ &^t a 
man wh$ puhli^es bis works i^ a ^f>Ii(m^y ha: 
fin infiniu ad^antqgf aver Mi pho tmm^nicat^s 
^is writings tp tb^j^foicld in foof$Jhf^s ^ndfi^gk 
fiaes^ H.49^ %9f «K!<^ai; that tu$s j^^ jklii»f9 lA 
Ba ' las 
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liis affertion ; or, if he is, it is plain that his 
•argument draws one way * and his example 
another ; * / muji confefsy fays he, / am amazed 
that the prefs-Jhimld be only made vje tf in this 
way hy-news^writers and the 'zeahts of parties ; 
"^as if it were ribt m6re advantageous to mankind to 
'he tnjiru£ied in wifdom and virtue^ than in polt^ 
tics 5 and to be made goodfathers^ hujbands^ emd 
fonsy than' counfeUors and Jtatefrnen. This, will 
fufSce to convince us that -Mr. Addifon faw 
the advantages of this mode of publication in 
fach t light as led him to make choice of it 
himfelf, and to recommend it to others ; for 
it is not to be fuppofed, that he would have 
'prefixed a motto to this very paper, purport- 
ing that a great book' is a great evil^ and the A 
-argued ferioufly in recommendation of that 
'cvik • 

Some of the moft pleafihg volmnes now m 
our hands are -coUedtions of eflays publifhed 
■in this manner, and the plan is ftrH capable of 
a varietyy that is in no danger of being ex- 
haufted; add to tins, that many years have 
•now'elapfcd fince any papers of this fort have 
^been piibliflied : th^ prefent time therefore on 
4hi9 account,' as well as from other circum-i» 
ftajioes peculiar to it, may fccm fatvourable t« 

IX ■ . th«: 
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the undertaking : but there are good reafons, 
why writers have defifted from purfuing any 
further thefe attempts of working through 3, 
channel, which others are in poffeffion of, who 
might qhance to levy fuch a tojl upon their 
merchandize as would . efFe(£tually fpoil their, 
market. 

The mifcellaneous naatter I propofc, to give. 
in tiiefe fbeets naturally coincides with the 
metho4 I have taken of difpofing them into 
diilinft papers, and I Ihall proceed to. publilh 
in like manner till my plan is compleated, or, 
till any unforefeen event cuts fhort the profe* 
cution of it. For me to conceive,. in an age 
fo enlightened as the prefent, that I can offer 
any thing to the public, which many of my 
readers will not be as well informed of as 
myfelf, would be a very filly prefuralption in- 
deed: fimply.to fay tliat I have written no- 
thing but with a moral defign would be faying 
very little, for it is not the vice of tlie time to 
countenance publications of an oppofite ten- 
dency ; to adminifter moral precepts through 
a pleafing vehicle feems now the general Itudy 
pf our Eflayiils, Dramatifts, and Novelifts* 
The Preacher may enforce his doflrines in 
the ftile of authority, for it is his profeffioa 
B 3 to 



Digitized 



by Google 



6 THE Observer, i^m, 

to ftimmon mankind to their duty; but an 
uhcommillioned inftruftor will ftudy to con- 
ciliate, whilft he attempts to correft. Even 
the Satirift, who declares war againft vice and 
folly, feldom commits Ihlmfelf to the attack 
Without keeping feme retiring-^place open in 
the quarter of panegyric 5 if he cuts deep, it 
is with th^ hand of a furgeon, not of an affaf- 
fin. Few authors now undertake to mend the 
World by feverity, many make it their ftudy 
by fome new and ingenious device to foften 
the rigour of philofophy, and to bind the rod 
6f the moralift with the rofes of the mufe, 

I have endeavoured to relieve and chequer 
thefe familiar effays in a manner that I hope 
will be approved of 5 I allude to thofe papers, 
in which I treat of the literature of the Greeks, 
Carrying down my hiftory in a chain pf anec- 
dotes from the earlieft poets to the de^th of 
Menanderj to this part of my work I have 
addrcflcd my greateft pains and attention, I 
believe the plan is fo far my own, that nobody 
has yet given the account in fo comprefled and 
nnmixt a flatc as I fhall do, and none I think 
will envy me the labour of turning over fucl^ 
(I mafs of heavy materials for the fake of fc^ 
h^n^ what I hoped would be acceptable iii 
* • th© 
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the relation. Though I cannot fuppofe I am 
£;ee from error, I can fafely iay I have aflerted 
DOtfakig wkhoi^ authority s but it did not fuk 
th&purpofe of the. .w<ork to make a difplay of 
lliofe autbofkies, as it was my wifli to level 
it to readers of all ddcriptions. The tranflar 
tions I ihall pccaii9nally give will be of fuc^ 
authors, or rather &agments of authors, as 
come Hnder few people's review, and have 
never been feen in an Engliih verfion -, thefe 
pafiages therrfore will have the merit of no- 
i^elty^ leaft with moll readers, and if I juccee^ 
in naturalizing to any degree authors, whoie 
jiames only float aqiongft us, I fhall not think 
that what has been the heavieft part of my 
undertaking has been the moft unproEtable* 
^s I mean this to be a kind of liber ctrcum^ 
currens^ I have thought it not amifs to intitl^ 
it The Objerver^ 



THERE^is a pretty^ numerous &£l tX. 
philofof^rs in this kingdom, whom I 
cannot xfeicribe by any apter denomination, 
^tiun that oi Dampers. They are to be known 
£4 in 
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in fociety by a fudden damp, which they arc 
fare to caft upon all comjianies, where they 
^nter. The human heart, that comes within 
their atmofphere, never fails to be chilled ; and 
the quickcft fenfe of feeling is as efFe£hially 
benumb'd, as -the touch is with the torpedoi 
As this fedt is of very ancient ftanding in the 
world, and has been taken notice of by feve- 
ral heathen writers, I have fometimes thought 
that it might originate in the fchool of Thales, 
who held water to be the firft principle of all 
things* - If I were certain that this ancient 
philofopher always adminiftered his water cold 
to his difciples, I -fliould incline to think the 
prcfent fe6l of Dampers was really a branch 
from the Thalefian root, for it is certain they 
make great ufe of his firft principle in the phl^ 
lofophy they praflife* 

The bufmefs of thefe philofophers.in fociety 
IS to check the flights and fellies of thofe vo- 
latile beings^ who are fubje<a. to be carried 
away by imagination and fancy, or, in other 
words, to a£l as a counterpoife againft genius ; 
of the vices of mankind they take little noficd^ 
but they, arc at great, pains to correft their 
vanity. They have various receipts for curing 
•^is pVil i the ordinary method is by keeping 

ftern 
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ftem filence and an unmoved vifage in com* 
t>antes which are difpofed to be chearfuL* 
This taciturnity, if well kept up, never fails^ 
in the end- to work a cure upon feftivity ac- 
cording to the firfl: principle of Thalcs : if the 
Damper looks morofe, every body wonders 
what ..the moody gentleman is difplcafed with, 
and each in his turn fufpeiti htmftlf ill tho 
fault J if he only looks wife, all are expe6Hng 
when the cdurab oracle will utter, and in the 
mean time' his filence infefts the whole circle ; 
if the Diimpen feafons his taciturnity with a 
ihVu'g of» the fhoulders, or a (hake of the bead^ 
judi'cioufly thrown in, when ariy talkative fel- 
low raifeS a laugh, 'tis ten to One if the mor- 
tified wit ever opens his mouth again for that 
evening; if va ftory is told in his company, 
find the teller makes a flip in a date, or a name, 
a true Damper may open, provided it is done 
flgreably to the rules of' his order, by fetting 
the ftory-teller right with much gravity, and 
'adjufting the miftake fo* deliberately, that the 
fpicit of th^ ftory (hall be fure to evaporate, 
before the commenfktor has properly fettled 
his corre<5ion of the text. If any lucky wit 
xbanc^s to fay What is called. tf go^d things and 
it)^ tabk applauds, it is a DaTftptr's jduty ta 

a(k 
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aik an expIanatioA of the jdoe, or whedier that 
wa all, and wh^tt t'other gontleman £iid, who 
vats tiie butt of the jeft, and other proper 
^tteftioitt of the like iort If one of the com* 
fstoy rifques a fally for the fake of good*^« 
lowihip, which is a litde oa the wrong fide 
<»f truth, or not ilrifUj reducible to pixxyf, a 
Damper may with great i»ropriely &t htm 
fight in the matter of bSty and demonftrate^ 
9S cl^ar as two and two make four, that what 
he has faid may h^ mathematically confuted^ 
$md that the merry gentleman is miftaken, 
A Damper is to keep ftrift watch over the 
morals of die company, and not to fu&r the 
leaft indifcretion to efcape in the warmth bf 
conviviality ; on this occafioa he muft be rea-* 
dy to call to order, and to anfwer for his friend 
to the company, that he has better principle^ 
Aan he afle£b to have ; that he fhould be forr 
ry fuch and fuch an opinion went out againft 
him ; and that he is certain he forgot himfel^ 
when he (aid fo and lb* If any glance is made 
at i»ivate characters, however notorious^ a 
Damper fteps in with a recommendation of 
candour, and inveighs moft pathetically againft 
the fin of evil-ipeaking. He is never merry 
in company, except when any one in it is ap*- 

parendy 
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parendy ofttt of Spirits, znd with fuch anoQ^ 
lie is always exceedingly pleafant. 

A Damper is fo pro&ft an enemy to flattery, 
that he. never applies it in ever fo fmafl a 
degree even to the moft diffident: he never 
chears a young author for fear of marring his 
ftiodefty, never finks truths becaufe they' are 
difagreable, and if any one is rafhly enjoying 
the traniports of public fame on account of 
fome fuccefsful produ£Uon in art or fcience^ 
the Damper kindly tells him what fuch and 
(uch a critic has fcoffingly fiiid on the occa^ 
fion, and, if nothing better offers, lowers his 
triumphs with a paragraph from a news-paper, 
which his tiioughtlcfs friend might clfe have 
overlooked. He is remarkably careful not to 
fpoil young people by making allowances far 
Ipirits or inexperience, or by indulging them 
in an opinion of their perfons or accon^lifh*- 
ments. He has many excellent apothegms iji 
his mouth ready to recommend to diole, whp 
want them, fuch as to be merry and tuife ;— nr 
grain of truth is better than an ounce of wit^^^ 
afooVs hoh is foon Jhot^ but a wife man keeps his 
within the quiver i^^he that was $nfy tau^t if 
himfelf had a fool to his majier i^-^zai many 
;Piore of the like fort^ 

Tho 
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^The following letter will ferve to fliew in 
what fort of eftimation this feft of Dampen 
"was held by a Roman author, who was one 
of the lineft gentlemen of his time. 

PLINY to RESTITUTUS*. 

/ cannot forbear pouring cut my indignation 

hefore you in a letter^ fince I ha^e no opportunity 

vf doing fa imptrfon^ againjl a certain behaviour 

which gave mefome offence in an affemhlyy when 

twos lately prefeni, Thf company was enter ^ 

tained with the recital of a very finijbed per^* 

formance \ but there were two or three perfons 

among theaudienccy men of great genius in their 

6wn and a few of their friends eftimation^ who 

fat likefo many mutes j without fo much as moving 

it lip or a hcmdj or once rifing from their feats^ 

iven tojhift their pojiure. But to what purpofe^ 

in the name, ef good fenfe^ all this wondrous air 

ef wifdomand folemnity^ or rather indeed (tg . 

give it its true appellation) of this proud indo^ 

hnce? Is it not downright folfy^ or even madnefs^ 

thus to he at the expence of a whole day merely 

io commit a piece of rudenefs^ and leave him atf 

inemsy whom you vifited as a friend ? Is a man 

• MfiLMOTH's Tranflatiofl. 

confciot($ 
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tonfciouf that he poffeffes a fuperior degree of 
eloquence than the perfon whom he attends upon 
onfuch an occajion ? So much the rather ou^ht 
he to guard agairtjl every appearance 6f envy^ 
as a pajjion that aliVays impRes inferiority^ 
wherever it refides. But whatever a man's ta^ 
Tent may he^ * whether greater or equai or left 
than his friend^ s^ Jfiill it is his interejl to give 
him the approbation he deferves : if greater vr 
equalj lecaufe the higher his glory rifes^ whom 
you equal or excel^ the more coujiderahle yours 
inujl necefjarily he\ iflefs^ hecaufe if one of more 
'exalted abilities does not meet with applaufe^ nei^ 
ther pojffibly can you. For my own party I ho-^ 
nour and revere aH^ who difcaver any degree xf 
merit in the painful and laborious art tf oratory ; 
for eloquence is a high and haughty dame^ -^hw 
fcorns to refute with thofe that defpife her^ Bui 
perhaps you are not of this opinion i yet who hat 
a greater regard for this glorious fciertce^ or is a 
more candid judge of it than yourfelf? In con^ 
fidence of whichy I chofe to vent my indignation 
'particularly to yoUy as not doubting you would Be 
ihefirjl to Jhare with me in the fame fentimentr. 

FarcwelL 



Th« 
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The Romans were much in the habit of 
veading their, unpubliihed performances to fe- 
h& parties^ and-fometimes no doubt put the 
patience and poUtenefs of their hearers to a 
fevere trial i I conceive that this pra<5tice does 
not obtain to anjr great degree amongft us at 
prefent-^ neither is it a. thing to be. recom- 
mended to young authors, except under pecu«« 
£ar circumAances ; fof they certainly expofe 
Aemfelves and their hearers to a fituation very 
delicate at beft^.axul which ibmetimes lead^ to 
unpleafant coniequences. I am aware how 
much is to be expected from the judicious re- 
inarks of a critic^ wbp will correct wUk alt 
the maUce of a friend ^ yet a itian fo qualified 
and^iipded i3 not eafily found, and does npl: 
ipften fiJl within the lift of an authpr's. ac- 
qiwdntance; men> who read their works in 
circles,, or. to any but the moft fele£t frie(ids, 
xeadior no other purpo& but foj: admiration 
pnd applaufe ; they cannot pof&bly exped); cri- 
ticilm, and it is accordingly agreed upon by 
idl, but the fed): of ike. Dampers^ either to-keej)' 
cut of fuch circle^ or to pay their quota when 
the reckoning is caft up. Few, but men o£ 
quick and lively parts, are forward to recite 
in fuch focieties, and thefe are the very men^ 
., •• ^ who 
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ifriio are moft pained by ntgleSt ; for I tiatHk 
kis z remark, with as few exceptions to it as 
moil; general remarks have, that briUiant ta-t 
lentS' are attended with extreme fenTibilitj^ 
and the efieds of fen£bility bear fuch refem* 
Uance^ ta tbe^ efiefb of vanity, that the lu^-r 
diicerning multitude are too apt to.OMifouaj 
Aem% Th^ are the men, who, in their pm« 
grefs.tfafoi^li life, are mofl: frequently mifi* 
underftoody: and generally lefs. pitied than they 
ought to be* . 

Nowa Dmn^r will tell you that be is con- 
felting fuch a man's good, and lowering bi» 
yanity, when he is fporting with his feeling 
and will tafc^ merit to himfelf for the diJcifiliai^ 
he gives him ; but humanity will refledl, tfaa( 
the fame:^^'^^^ which are prone to exult upoi» 
fiiccefSy are proportionably agonized by die 
&ilure <^ it^ and will therefore prompt us tg 
Ik gentler treatment of fuch perfons* 
. The fums* which are expended in this nation 
Vifon thoie refined enjoyments, which ace pco^ 
d^ed by the expertneis of the hands and ^ 
ingenuiQr of the head, are certainly very gpeat^ 
and men are therefore apt to exclaim^. ^^ Se;^ 
*^ what encouragement this country gives t^ 
f^ arte and fciences !'' Xf monq; were the. Aasbr 
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Hard meafure of encouragement, thert could 
be no difpute in the cafe i but fo long as men 
have a feeling for'dieir pridcj as Well as fyt 
their packet, money alone will hot chcouifage 
and promote the genius of a nation ; k is the 
grace of doing a favour, which €6iiffitutes 
its mcHt ; It IS frbm the manners of the great 
* Aat the man df 'rifmg talents fe-to draw'that 
infpiriting confideratioh of himlelf, that fti- 
taiulating pride olF nature, which are to puflj 
his efforts towards perfeftion- -"^ • -' 
" * A limner will take a canvafs arid chalk out 
ist-man's face he has niever Teen before, and 
hang on his robes, or his garter, if he has one, 
or will put ahorfe in his hand,- if he likes it 
better, or make'a.batde in the- batik ground, 
if he was ever within hearing of one, and 
when the Job is liriiflied will be paid the price 
of his labour, "like any other mechanic 5 the 
money he- may Iperid or put to ufe, and, if 
^3uftomers come in, he may raife his price 
upon them, and' the world may call thofe pro- 
fits an encouragement; but the parhter is ffill 
a-' tradefinan, and his litter, not a patron, but a 
cuftomor : The mercer, whofe damafk clothes 
the walls of the nobleman^s faloonj and the 
wtift, whofe pi^urcs hang- round it, are in the 
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latne predicament as to encouragement, whilft 
neithfer of them are admitted into (he hoiife 
ihejr contribute to adorn* 

As 1 have made this remark with a refer- 
ence to tiie Dampers in high life, I am aware 
that there are many eminent encouragers of 
tfie arts ftiid fciences aniongft the rich and libe* 
rals nay fo general is their prote£tion, thaf it 
comprehends a numerous importation of exo* 
tic tooth-drawers, dancers, and milliners, who 
find that England is the nurfery of genius: 
even the magnifying philofopher of Piccadilly 
(^unlefs he multiplies as \Vell as magnifies) has 
ihewn his wonders fo frequently and to fuch 
prodigious numbers, that it is to be doubted, 
if they (hall continue to be ivonders much 
longer. ' 

' There were men in ancient Greece na 
doubtj who talked, thoiigh Zeno chofe to hold 
his tongue, when certain ambafladors had in- 
vited him to fupper, that they might report 
his .layings to' their fovereign j If^hat Jhall we 
ray of you to our majierf the foreigners de* 
manded; Say that t had the ivlfdom to hold my 
tongue^ replied the Stoic. Though I am clear-i 
ly of opinion that this great matter of filence 
wa» an intolerable Damper^ and made a very 

•Vol, I, C poot 
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popr retprn to thefe fam? ho(pitable. ambafla- 
dors fcr tiieir gopd entertainment of. hinf, yet 
f am not quite foxeady with my anfwer to ^ 
certain feqiale correfponden^^. who la confe- 
quence of fome difcourfe upon . t^an^ers die 
qther dayj in a company where {&e was pre- 
fent^ favoured me w;ith the following ihort^ 
tut euriousi cpiftle, 
/' " Sir^ 

^* I HAVE the misfortune to be married ta 
^\ an elderly gentleman^ who has taken ftrang© 
*.' things in his head of late, and is for ever 
•^ ihubbing me before folks, efpecially when 
" the Captain is in company. *Twas but 
".t'other night he broke up a party of hot- 
^ cockles in the back paripu^:, and would not 
*^ let the Captain take a civil falute, though. 
^ I afTured \\\xxi k was only a forfeit at quef- 
*'- tions and commands.. 

*f I don't know what he means by faying 
'* he will put a fpoke.in my wheel^ but I fuf- 
^\ peft it is fome jealoufy matter. 

*' Pray, Sir, is hot my huftand what yoa 
" call a Damper ? Yours, 

" Lucy LovEiT." . 
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THE deCre of pr^e is natural, but ivlii^ 
thsit! appetite becomes canine, It is na 
longer in natiire : a t^e o^jf it i^.plea£int ta 
jp^oft men ; temperance itfelf will take a little,^. 
but the ftom^ ftcl^^na with a furfeit of it, 
and the pakte naiife^ites the debauch,' 

Let th^ faffipn fox fla^tejcy be ever {p in9r- 
dinate^ the fupply ca^ keep pace witb ^e den. 
mand, and in the world's great markel^ i(^, 
yhich wit and folly drive their bargains Tfith 
eachother^ there are traders of all fortsij' fom^^ 
keep a ftall of ofials, fqme a ftorehoujb of 4e-^: 
licacies s a {que^miih pid^te muft be forc^^ by' 
alluring provocatives, a foul feeder will fw^^ 
low^^y tiaih that he can get hold of* 

In a recent p^blicatiot> of ^^ hiftpiy qf the 
Emperor Charles the FifA, written by Sepi»l-r 
ved^ of C^ordoya (a conteinporary arid favorite . 
of that fap^Qus H^Of^rcbf) the Academy ^' 
E[iftQfy at Madrid in their d^dicatioji to his-i 
preient Catholic Majefty, addrefe hiip in the 
foUowing words-^iVii?»i ^2^^771 tu^ Carole Re^^ 
Ut nomrte nfirs^ it a etiamhellUa Jcfude j^^mpri'^ 
dm amj{l^ri$% When thef^ courtly ae^deitii- 
C % ' cians 
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cians have thus mounted their peaceable fo- 
vereign on the ly^-horfe of the vi(9:oriou8 
Charles, they ferioufly proceed to tell him, 
that being fully equal to his predeceffor in his 
martial charaSteVy he is $ut of all dtftance fu^ 
ferior to him in euefy ether kingly quality ; more 
nififey more politic^ more magnanimous^ and (at 
the prefent iOofk can tejiify) a greater friend t§ 
learning than all that ever went before him^ and^ 
if they may rifque a predi^Sion^ there will pro^ 
kably be none to come in competition with him 
here^er. 

If his CaAoIic Majefty fhall ever come ta 
an undferftandfing of this paragraph, and ftrike 
sr fair comparifon between himfelf and his il- 
luftrious namefake, I fhould not be furprized 
if the next work hrs academicians fhall be em-^ 
ployed in proves the fortifications of Ceufa. 
' When I compare the ftate of flattery in a 
free country with that, which obtains in arbi-^ 
trary ftates, it is a confblation to find that this 
mean principle is not natural to mankind ^ for it 
certainly abates in proportion as independency 
advances. This will be very evident to anyone, ' 
who compares the ffattery of EUzaBeth's and 
James's days with the prefent. Ben Johnfoi? 
for inftancc was a forly poet^ yet hpw fidfome 
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are his mafijaes ! In his News fr$m the New 
Wirli he feys of Jamee— 

« Read him as you would do the book 
<< Of all perfeftionsy and but look 

** What liis proportions be s 
^ No meafure that is thence contrtv^cff 
** Of any niotion thepce dcnv'd, 

<< But is pure hanQony*** * 

This poet, though he was rather a clumiy. 
flatterer of his prince, was ingenious enough 
in the mode he took for flattering himfelf, by 
introducing a . kind of chorus, wherein he 
takes occaflon to tell his hearers, that carehfi 
df all vulgar cenfure^ as not depending on com-* 
mn appribattony he is confident his plays Jhalt 
fuper-pteafe ^judicious fpeSfatorSj and to them he 
haves it ^io wori with the reft by example^ or' 
eitberwifi. It is remaHcable that this paflage 
ftiould be foCind inhis Magnetic Lady^ and diat 
he flibuld f^eaJc with fuch confidence of one 
tf his worft produiSbiohs, as if he was deter- 
mined to force a bad comedy upon the hear^* 
^s by tlie authority of his own reconmiendar 
lion. Tliis is an evident imitatioa of Arifto-* 
phanes, who in his comedy fJiThe Ootids holds 
ihe fame language to his audience, &irly teH^* 
ifig ftem heJbalhJHmate their judgment accord'^ 
' C 3 injn 
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upon hii performance ihe$k:h0ir\:ihem : ift tohv, 
clufion he inveighs ^gainft certain of hi? con- 
temporaries, Eupolis, t^hryriichus, and IJer-. 
mippus, with whofs comedies if any of his audi- 
ence is welfj>k(ifed^ thatp^rfon he hopes i/uilkde" 
part from his diffitiisfiedi but if ^hef t4nttemn 
his rivalsy and applaw^'hitn^ %e JhdH think' better 
of^fr.judgmentfor'fhefut4ire^ . "-^^ l« Sd^'t: 

J XJ^e, caution authors now ;j)roceed widi 
fhews'tiieTefuvein^nt of the tiiaesi ftill Ae^; 
ca^ contrrvp in a TOOdeft :^y., to fay.xivii; 
things cf ;themiyY€% ;;^4: H wpuld be h^rd: 
indeed, to difappoint ^^ of fo flight a rgrajtiy. 
ikationw-fo^what praijfe/is fo li^^ |o b§ ^^^k 
vied, ^ t^^i; Y?high a man beftcwsot^ hipifelf ^ 
Si^veiil of QUJC diurnal Eflayifte have -c^^itf iv«i4i 
und^ th^iTeil of fvftiofl t^^hpofc in fome^in^. 
recommendatory of themfelves, \v4iich tiw^ 
me^n^j^iouWpaft fprtruth'i; fiich is the iiltdw 
li^ent,t^^;u^iiitj €i ^ Spe^^ttoif, 9od 'fyk 
folemnji^t^grity frfthe<3uar(fian* ' t 

^. The lat^ex in oj^e of JHs, p^rs notifceS; iM 
aml^jtvpn.pfiomea^thoiis^to p^&c engi^ving^ 
of Chrir portrait? to theirXitk jij^qs ; his xi^ 
q^ l^snot ^{e-^Ui^^ ^8:&flik)a ptit*^ 
^QUnt^pw??j;. fori jperceiyc (t^kfUH «l flciftn 
^ \ ) wee, 
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*<fncc, and I freiitrehdy meet the face of an old 
-aCquaintahoe looking through the windows 
^f a bOdkfeller's (hop. One very ingenious 
gentleman, whofe beauty is amongft the leaft 
of his retommenditions, has very prudendy 
'ftampeffWs aj?^ upon his print. In the fame 
Ihop wftdow with this gentleman I obferved 
^vitif gtea:t pleafiire an elegant author ftanding 
\y him,^ 2^ ereft as a daft, fitm and colle(Sted 
in th^ kwfti! tnoment of beginning a minuet 
J own r^egfet that difehoneff Butler,- who has 
i^galed thfe age with a treattfe on ale andjiron^ 
"heer^ has hot'hutig out his own head in the 
^nt of his' book, as a fign;of;die'/<?o^7«?^r- 
tainmeHt wilHih. ' " . 

But '«f dff; the jhliances of face-flattery I 
liaVe kt^ly ttiet "Witfj, that 0/ a worthy citizen 
fiirprizetf "me liidft, whofe compting-hgiife I 
entered; the* other llay, and found an j^^ormoys 
pbrtrait of my friend in a flaiiiing drapery of 
Mue artif gbldf, ftioilhtect upon thp back of a 
^/-te^^,^Mtete. ffie'Kmnef has. made to rear 
?S fari6(iMfj^ tfefit tVas quite aApnifiied.to iee 




•AiS Wife' ^hd 'daughters, who chofe the attitude ; 
C4 for 
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for his own- part It made him quite giddy tQ 
look at himfelf, and he frequently deilred the 
painter hot to let t)ie borfe prance foi^ but to 
no purpofe. 

Too great avidity of praife will fomctimc^ 
befray 2^ author into a ftudicd attempt at fine 
writing, where the thought; will not carry the 
ftile i writers of this fort are like thofe tafte^ 
]efs dabblers in architedure, who . turn the 
gable-ends of barns and. cottag<;s into caftles 
and temples, and fpend a world of pl^ftering 
and pains to decorate a pig-ftyc. They bring 
to my mind a ridigidous fc^n^ at which I wa^ 
prefent the other days I fouM-a lady of my 
acquaintance bufily employed in the domeftip 
education of 'hex only fon^ the preceptor was 
in the room, and was ftanding in ^ attitude 
very much refembling the ere6t geatlcman I 
had feen that morning inthebookfelleiVwinf 
,dow; The boy kept his eyes fixt, smdfewed 
to govern his motions by cert^n ^^ff^ of 
the feet and arms, which h^ repeated from, the 
preceptor. In the courfe of jpy coiiyer(atiQ9 
with his mother, I chanced to dcQp my glov|$ 
upon the floor, upon which h^.approached to 
pick it up, but in. a ftep fo meafured and n^e^ 
thodical, that I had done the office for ^lyfeli^ 
I ^ before 
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before' he had - peiformed his advances. * As I 
ivas' a})out to refume: the converfation, thfc 
isioth'er, interrupted nie, .by defiring I would 
fevimr iief fo far as to drop my glove again, 
that Bobby might have the honour of prefent* 
ing it to me in. proper form: All this while 
the boy ftood as upr^ht 9B an ^rrow^ peffeSJ jr 
motionlefs i but mo foonef hiad i dirown dow^ 
my gaundet^. than he began to put one fodt 
flowly. in advance befiDre the other; upoai 
whieh the pireceptor of politenefs* cried out^ 
Onel^Firfl pafittm /-r-The boy dicn tcSiAt 
anbthier movemeni: of his feet^ upon which ^he 
matter -repeated — * T[w9 ! —^ Sumi pfiuon /— 
This was followed by another, and the cch^ 
again cried out— p?ir^^ / very welt'^Third p(h* 
fsttQn ! Bend -yaur hodyjhwly f^^At the wwd 
pf command liie automaton bent its body very 
deliberately, iis arms hanging down in paral- 
lel perpendiculars to the floor, like the fore-* 
^Bg8 of a ifuadnxped; The glove being vmif 
taken up by the ri^ht hand, was placed widi 
great decorum upon the back of the left ha|id{ 
the trunk of the animal was flowly reilore4 
to its ere^l pofition, and the glove prefente4 
with all due iolemnity. As I was in hope9 
the ceremony was now over, upon hea^^g 

th« 
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jlh^. teacher ctykrsvo! I tfaqu^' it time lb 
4mk^ rry s:Qmpliment erf Thank ym^ pf€«y 
:.4%iS[^/ biitl was.agam m a mift^ke, for tte 
aether faeggedtne nottdlmny her dent BtAhf^ 
i>ut aUew^himtitae to make his bow^ and ftill 
•hcdd'theglave intmyhand : This was ail 6pera- 
^ionpf'jip.fligbtiroiifequeizce^ for t&^the time it 
(to^.bim ^ Jainiibbieartiftnlight faaVe made 
:A* gbfire.: At laftbofWBVer ibwas^^ver, and 
itheboy iwascputting-hhnfelf intwfcrrf retreat, 
^irhen th& mstSaae observing 'that I'hadiomitted 
Ae necscfl&rj bend of my wrift upon receiving 
ihe :g{oYe^:for want of whicbrtfae whnle had 
he^a iitrpeHeiSky iH-opofed a Repetition of the 
«nanGCttvii5y in ^bidi Bobby fliouH be tlie 
jdrcj^r^ -aid rhimfelF tbe fidcer up of tte 
Iglove* 'This propofel ftruric ihc with .fiich 
iLOfroTy^aiC taking a-haftykaf^Ijof the hdy^ 
iji wbieb^ififft, fecoad^axKi tjaodipxi&tioii were 
probably huddled all tc^gether^ 1 dejntrted, re- 
fieating :to mffAf sit the wtxnds ^Foigar^ 
0, this -m^ ie t)ery Jme^ but ti^$n<^yfiid it i$ 
peiyf-iiliaJtnsi ' : ' • 
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LADY THIMBLE is one of Aofe fe- 
male pedants, who With quick animal fpi« 
irks, a pert imtigination, great felf-'Conceit, and 
a^holnely [^rfon, fets herielf up for a woman 
9f talents : She has as nmth of the learned 
languages, , as t boarding«(bfaooI girl carries 
liOHfe ^ French upon her firft holidays, wfien 
'^/Hfy affiires you fke can qail for what fhe 
w^ts^ mi, -though (he wont utter a word in 
the rparlout from ^pret^ded modefty, infults 
thfei ignO]Daitoe. of tihe chambermaid with an 
€tetrnal j^gon of bad grammar, worfe pro- 
l|it>uheed. .. This learned hdy -is the only child 
^ :a.we?khy trader of the city of LondoOi 
w1h>> hftvitog /never advanced in his own edu* 
cation beyond the erudition of the compting- 
hoafih tojpk'Care his daughter fhould be' in«- 
fimSed in every thing, he did not underftand 
himfelf, and as the ghl grew exceedingly vain 
of Ae appkiife of the pedagogue, who read tb 
ber, d&e^mei'chftnt grew as vain of the fcholar- 
^ip ef his child, and would Men to the found 
^LmA or Greek with as much fuperftitious 
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xeQ)e£ly as a Gentoo does to the Shanfcrite 
laaguage of the Brahmins. 

Mils in die mean time became an infuflfer* 
able flattcm in her cloaths and perfon, her 
kahdkcfchiefs and aprons were fuD dF 'irori- 
Biouids from die <fetppi6gs of die inkhorn, and 
ker ftockirigs fiilf of hdts from hef negleSt oi 
the weedie : Thefe were in fedl badges of af-^ 
§eSiaij66n rather than of overfight, and you 
eebH^nbt pay your court to her better tbajt 
by rallying ht^ about them* She wore a head! 
of Mfe hair, nor becaufe her own was thin, 
litit becattfe a wig was thrown W in an irW 
ftant } this was fometrmes done with a AegK-* 
gence, that feemed ftndied, an<l when the 
learjied V«ntofus vouchfafed to vifit her, fli« 
was fare to wcai- Her- wig awry, as Alexander*^ 
courtiers did their heads, in honour of heif 
giieft : There was indeed an unfeenJy hiN' 
mour fetdcd in her nofe, but this flie got by 
ttxtiyiRg jLocie upon the human unierjiandhig 
after dinner; before (he could develope the 
whole doftrinc rf tnnete ideasy the humour 
deepened many (hades, which however on the 
whole may be allowed to be getting ofF pret- 
ty wcH for a ftudent in mctaphyfics. No fece 
cxnitd be^r the addition of a. red nofe bettei^ 
. . ^ dian 
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than Lady TMmble's ': but a more alarming 
accident had be&Den he^ In her aftrononHcat 
ftudies, for as (he was foBowmg a comet in 
ks perihelion thi^ugh the Iblutions elf Sir Ifiec 
Newton, her c^ caught fire, and flie was 
forced to break ofF in the midft of a propor- 
tion, by which means ihe dropt a ftitch in th« 
demonftration, and never was able to take it 
up again ; her (kin being cruelly fcorched by 
this fyftem of the comets, (he wears a crimfiifi 
fcar upon her cheek, not indeed as an orna- 
ment to her beauty, but as a trophy of her 
fcience. 

Her works are pretty voluniinous, efpecial- 
ly in manufcrlpt; but cenforious people zSedt 
to whifper, that (he J>erformed one work in 
concert with the pedant her mafter, and Aat^ 
though this compofition was brought fecretly 
into the world, it is the only one of her pro- 
ducing, that bids fair for pofterity : This ftory 
and the remark upon it, I had from a lady, 
who is one erf her Intimate friends, but flie 
allured me flie gave no credit to it herfelf, and 
confidered all fuch fcandalous infinuations as 
the eflFefe of malice and envy. 
' At the age of feven and twenty, by the 
perfuafion of her father, Qxt was joined in 
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the ban^ of wedlock to Sir Tbeodoi^ Tbia^f^ 
Vie : This gestd^mw had been lately dubU4 
^ knight ^F his |b^ic«$ to d^ crown - ixk 
Winging v^ a county addrefg ) hj$ ^ther^ Mr* 
David Thimblei had beei% w ^iwieiU laylor 
in the precin^is of St. Ctecoents, in whiob^ 
bufiaefs he had by his indi^ftry a^ other mie-^ 
thods railed a very r^%e£bblQ^ fortune in mo*^ 
ney, book-debts and remnants : In his lattert 
years Mr* Thioible piirchaied a confiderable 
cftate in Eflex with a fine old manfiion upion 
it, the laft remaning property of an ancients 
family. This venerable feat during the life 
of Mr* Thimble remained uncontaminated by 
the prefence of its pofii^ilbr, but y{>Qn hisi 
death it Mt into the occupation of young 
Theodore, who difilaining the crois-Iegg'd art,^. 
by which his father had worked him^lf into 
opulence, fet out upon a new eftablifhrneoti 
and figured oiF as the firft gentleman of hid 
i&mily : He ferved as fberiff of the county^ 
and acquired great refutation in th^t hi^ 
office by the elegant and well cut liveriesi 
which he exhibdted at Uie affiles i a bcky ad« 
drefs from the county gave him a tide, axid 
the recomsnendation of a good fettlement pro- 
cured 
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cur^ Wqi; Ws prefent lady, vkHquv we hava. 

been.4cfcrihu:\g. 
. A^ I kaya been in long habits of frksdihipi 

with-.lte worthy citigicn her fether, I couli 
not rclift Ae mai>y prcffing invitations he gave 
Wifi to pay a viiit to his daughter and Sir 
Theodore at their country fea^ efpecially as 
be prefaced it by aiTur ing me I ihould fee the 
liappieft couple in England ^ and that, altbo*^ 
I had fircquently oppofed his f}rftem of educan 
tion, I fliQuld now be coavinced that Arabella 
made as jood a houfewife and underftood the 
condufl of her family as well, as if flie had 
fiudlqd ^othing elfe, and this he was fare I 
would gonfd$, if he could prevail with me tof 
accocapany hin» to her houfe. 

On the day following this converfation we 
fct out tog^theK, and in a few hours found 
©urfelves at the promifed fpot : As I remem- 
bered this fine eld quanfion in the days of its 
prifuitive fimplicit}}^ when I was ufliered to 
its gate throv^h a fdtemn avenue of branching 
elms,, that arched over head in lojfty foliage^ 
and formed an approach in perfect uniibn witk 
the ancient fa&ion of the place, I muft own I 
was much revolted to find that Sir Theodore 
had b^gun his improvements with a ^ecimen 
10 of 
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</hIs father's art,^ by cntting an old' coat ihto 
a. new fefhion : My favorite avfenue no loilger' 
fbdfted i the venerable tenahtb of the foil were 
it)oted up, and a parcel of dotted cWnftps, 
compofed of trumpery fhrubs, fubftitoted in 
Aeir places J I was tile more difgufted, ^hen 
I perceived that by the nortfenficaf iigiaggery 
oT the road, through which We tiieandered, I 
was to keep company with thefe new-fefhion-' 
(^ upftarts through as many parallels, as Would 
Icrve for the regular approaches to a citadel* 
At one of thefe turnings however I caught 
the glimpfe of a well-drefled gentleman' Hand- 
ing in a very becoming attitude, who I cOrt- 
duded muft be the matter of tiie nianfiort 
waiting our approach ; and as I perceived he 
Had his hat under his arm, expe6tihg us with 
great politenefe and civility, I inftantly took 
inine from my Head, and called to our driver 
to ftop the carriage, for that I perceiv6d Sir 
Theodore *Was come out to meet us. Mjr 
companion was at this time exceedingly bufy 
in dirciSling my attention to* the beauties of 
bis fbn-in-law*s improvements, fo that I had 
flopped the chaife before he obferved what 
I VTas looking at ; but how was I furpria^ed 
to find, in place of Sir Theodore, a leaden 

ftatuc 
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ftatue on a pair of Tcates painted in a blue and 
gold coat^ ^th a red waiftcoat, whofe perioo 
upon cloier examination I recolledled to have 
beenacquaimed with fome years ago amongft 
the eiegant grpupi which a cert^n celebrated 
artift exhibits to the aimi&ment offtage-coach* 
es and iitmntry waggons upon their entrance 
into t0wn at Hyde-^park Comer !* I was happy 
to find Asa this ridiculous miftake, inftead of 
eo^Mirraffing my friend, occafioned infinite 
merriment, and was confidered as fo good a 
joke, by all the fiunUy upon our arriral| &at i am 
perfuaded it was in the mind of ihe hnproyei: 
when he placed him there ^ for the jefi: was 
followed up by feveral other par^-<:d[oured 
perfonages caft to die life, gentlemen and 
ladies, who were airing themfelves ufon pe* 
dii^ftals tQ t^ no fmall delight of niy compa« 
nion ) and though moft of thefe witticiihis in 
lead were ctf the comic caft, one groups <^ a 
moimtebank in the z€t of drawing an oU wo- 
man's tooth, was calculated to move the co^* 
trary pafltoii$ and ihk I obfervf d viras the laft 
in the company, Aandiag in view from the 
windowa of the houfe, as the moral of the fa* 
ble. We now entered a Chinefe fence thro' 
. Vol. I. P agatt 
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a gate of the fame fafliion, to the fide of which 
was affixed a board, on Ivhrch I obferved at 
fome diftance a writing in fair charaders; 
this I fufpe£led to be fome claificaltext, which 
my Lady had fet up to imprefs her vifiters 
with a due refpeft for her learning, but upon 
a near approach I found it contained a warn« 
ing to all interlopers, that men-traps and 
fpring-guns were concealed in thofe Walks. 

In this dangerous defile we were encoun-^ 
tered by a fcrvant in livery, who was difpatch* 
€d in great hafle to ftop our driver, and defire 
]is to alight, as the gravel was newly laid 
down, and a late fhower had made it very 
foft ; my friend readily obeyed the arrcft, but 
I confefs the denunciation of traps and gun$ 
was fo formidable to my mind, that I took no 
ftep but with great circumfpedtion and fore-» 
call, for fear I was treading on a mine, or 
touchii^ a Ipring with my foot, and was hear* 
tily glad, when I found myfclf on the fteps, 
though even thefe I examined with fome fuf- 
picion before I truHrcd mylelf upon them. 

As we entered the houfe, ; my friend the 
bierchimt whifpered me, that we wen new in 
my Ladfs regions ^^ all without doors was Sir 
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Theockri^s ia/le^ aU within was bir^s : — But as 
here a new-fcene was <^ned, I ihall refervt 
my accotmt t» asidther papers 



OUR vlfit to Sir Thieddore and Lad/ 
Thimble being unexpcftcd, we werd 
fliiewn into the common parlour, where this 
luppy couple Were fitting over a good fim 
with a mkldle'^aged man of athletic fis^ who 
was repofing in an elbow jchair in great ftate 
with his mull in his hand, and With an air £> 
felf-important^ as plainly indicated hini tt> be 
the di£btor of this domeftic ciitleV r • 
i When the firft ialutations were <fv&t^ Lady 
Thimble ga^e her orders to the fevtmt^ in the* 
ftile of LucuUus, to prepare TheApolh^ deCla* 
ring herielf afhamed to receive a gentleman 
of talents m any other apartment^ I befeeched 
her to let us remain where we w^te, dreading* 
a removal imm a comfortable fire^fide to a cold 
ftately apartment, for the feafoh was ifevere^ 
I^was fo earneft in my requefl, that Sir Theo* 
dore Ventured in the moil humble manner to 
D % fecond 
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^on4t my. ftHt i ^ coiiftqiieace of i;^1ik1i lym 
^/fl^r^ t%|^4iaii4i meompfmei y^ Que o£ 
thofe expreffive I^ii^ l^fetcbi IftiUff^ rf ht|^ 
prerogative in their own houfes occaflonally 
beftow to hufbands under proper fubje£tion, 
and I faw with pity the poor gentleman dif- 
patched for his oiHc4ou0iefs upon a freezing 
errand through a great hallj to fee that things 
w^r^ fet i9 oi46r, and mb}:e<i¥port,when ih^ 
were -rect^y • I t^M A^t help giving m j frieiul 
tiie mercb^flt « iigmficftnt \oek upon this occa* 
ftoHy but he prudently kept filenee, wsiking wilh. 
grtait |-«^^4t :||3^ ^re^dftil t)iSlef of SQSffeh.^ 

My iLiftdy ilow introduoed me to Ate ttthle^ 
tt$ ^l^fi^phir ia thp elbow-^cfa^ir^ who coa^ 
defcen(lc4^t<)» ^^ eine h^of his feattires inter 
a fmile, and wHh a graicious w^iviog of hi& 
hsnd, or ^tiy^. fift^ difinifled ne back again 
U> my feftt wMumt utterkg a Tylhble. She 
tb^Mdi^m^ ^^, that&e Jiad a treat to give 
ildei wfaich f]ie^l(^d h^rfi^ wtssuM t>e ^ femll 
qsitirely t0 n^y f^I^tte; I.afTured faef Ladyfhi{i» 
I w^ nimi^ happieft to take lbs &mily^dia«>. 
4er of «i^ &iettf9» t<U»ig.ifaat in truth A^ 
f|iiff«:iir biKl f4B<ie«tfy.iijict«ed my appetite 
to r^^ne^Qfftd iwch iiitnribler &rt,.thaa I wna 
l^i^,p9r^i'Mbst tahk.. . Sh^ (inUed at Ai^ 
1.-'..: ,, ^ and 
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and toli aie it was die fedd of l9ir liuiid diat 
Ak was. about to provide far. me; ibo undtr-* 
cooik fi>r nodikig elfe \ cuKnary cenoeFiu were 
hot ker pcovince:.; if I ^»a& kungty^ &e hoped 
•Aeic would be* foqie&ing ts eai^'^at fiirlier 
port fte teft the c^ore of her kitchen to» thofe 
vdio li^ed in it.' Wfailft ihfe was bymg this 
methoiigKt f&e pfail^ofapher gave her. a fed^ 
that leemed tb 6ty fce was of nty wa3i t£ tbink'^ 
in^; upon which fhe ning ibt bell^ aad-^evder* 
ed^dinner to far hdd back (or air hooT) Aying 
to the pkifoApher fhe thought wa might have 
«r Cantn 'm that time.' > - 

She nowpanfed for fi>me timef'fiaang. her 
eyes xifon him in.eiqpcfbuion of an^aoAocri 
bat 'none ining givfcn) nor any ftgnal of/afiont^ 
Ae rofe, ain^ obfe Jv ii% that it'umsijinrpri^dojf 
toi tiM.wkat Sir !Theo(hrr comlA i^abkt iOl 

#««i^,. vridiout moze del^.badb arfoUoiw her; 
ijome^ Sin, jgys flis tame^ as i pMid Ae gn^ 
hall widi aa^aUn^ heart and dKilhcving:tB€ithy 
jdu Jbeii mm iuvt a trfot in yonr'Jtum ti^\ 
and, metfmg -one of the donteflics fayidie 
way,, bade hiAtelt Calliope! to imM intO'3%r 

When* I iet ipy foot inta ther room, i'w(fc 
D 3 inuncdi- 
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inmiedistely. jaluted by ibmcdiiqg: like one x£ 
thole ungemal breezes, which iiravellers ink 
form us have the faculty of putting an end to 
Hie afid.'ail it3 cares at a ftroke : A fire indeed 
had been lighted^ which poor Sir Theodore 
was fidiciting into a blasx^, working ike bd-r 
lows with might and main to little purpofe; 
fix the: billets were fo wet» that Apollq himfelf 
with all his beams would have been foiled to 
iet thehi in' a flame : The hohefl gentleman 
bad taken the precaution of opening all die 
windows, in fpite of which no atom of fmoke 
pafled up the chimney, but came. curling into 
the rocimii^ columns as thick, asf^f a hecatomb 
)iad .been'offering to the fhrine .t)f Delfrfu ; in-^ 
deed tihis was not much to berwondered at^ 
for I fo6|i"difi:6vered lliat a boaid bad been 
fixed atcroft the. flue of tfaeA'chimney, which. Sit 
•Theodore' ip^ Jiis attendon to ^Ibellows h^ 
jiegle£bd to obierve :. I'was again the unhap-i* 
{i^.caufis bf that poor.gentleman'S unmerited 
jebuke, and in terms much feverer than be* 
fore; it. was to no purpofe he attempted to 
bring Suiah thehoufe-maid in ifbrfome ihare 
of^the blamr; his plea wa^ ;di£dIowed ; and 
though I muft own it was not the moil man* 
:}iyiikflcc.m the woiid, ye^ confidering. the 
' : ^nhappy 
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unhappy culprit 9B. the (6n of a (aylor, I 
thought it not entirely ioadmiifible. 
- When the fmpk^ cleared up I diicovered 
a c^ of the Belyidere Apollo on a pedeflal 
in a niche at the upper end of jthe room i but, 
if we were to judge by the. climate^ this cham- 
ber muft have derived its nam^ from Apollo^ 
by the rule of lucuf anon lucenJU : As fc>c>n.a& 
we were feated, and Lady Thimble had in 
fome degree compofed her (pints, flie began to 
tell me, that the treat fhe had to g^ive me was 
^e rehearfal of part of an epic poem, writ^ 
ten by a youi^g lady of feventeen, who was a 
miracle of genius^ an4 whpfe talents for ^om« 
pofition were fo extraordinary, that fhe hajl 
vrritten a tresuife on female education^ whilf); 
£be was at the boarding-fchool, wh^ch all the 
world allowed to be a wonderful wofk for one 
of fuch an early age; The^e was no efcapc, 
for Calliope herfelf now entered the room, and 
dinner was put biu:k a full Jiour for the luxury 
of hearing a cantp of a boarding'fchool girl's 
epic poem read by herfelf in the prefence of 
Apollo. The Scottifh philofopher.had pru« 
gently kept his pofl by the parlour fire, an4 
I alone was fmgled out as the vidlim; Sir 
Theodore and his father-in-law being conii-. 
D 4 dered 
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dered Qidy a^ txfi^tives to- fiU up the audi<v 
ence. Cidliope was enthroned in a chair a€ 
^ pede^ (tf Apello, i^iUl Lad^ Thimble 
and I tQok oOr feat< oppofite to the reader. 

i w^ nb# to undergo hn ex{Janation 6# 
Ae fiihje6l mtter ^f this poem^ this wtis unr 
^terta^en land performed by Lady Thimble^ 
whilft -the young poetefi was adjufting hfOf 
Inantifcrlpt: The Ribjed: was aBegorical ; the 
title was 3^ TrittfR^ift ofReafin^ vAio was Ae 
hero ^ the fliece ; the inferior chara^feer^ were 
Ae human paffibn^ perfoni&d; each pafliort' 
(Occupied a canto, and the k% had alreac^ 
di^tched a long lift; if I rightly remember 
we were te hear the fourteenth canto ; in diir- 
teen aiiSons the hero "Reafon had Ifeen vifto- 
rious, but it was cxceeiEfng!y*d6ubtfel how he 
would come off in this, for the antagonift he 
had to deal with was no le& a perfonage than 
almighty Love himfelf : The metre was heroic, 
and many of the 'thoughts di^layed a juvenile 
fimcy and wild originality; the aiQion was no^ 
altogether unintercfting, ndr iH-managed, and 
Tiftory for a while was held in fufpence by t 
wound the hero received from an arrow Ibme- 
where in the region of the heart; for Ais 
wound he could obtain no cure, t9! an ancient 

phyfician^ 
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fhyfithoj after many experiments fer his relief^ 
cut out the part afieded wi#t \Asfiythe-: Vhpomt 
the "vriide the poem was fiich, that had it. not 
been allegorica}, and had not I been odd anA 
hungry, I could have found much te cchu** 
mend and j[bme things to a^inure, even Ao(* 
the poeteft had been twice as old and riot hstf 
in handfome, for Calliope was exti^emely pr^« 
ty, and I could plainly fifeover that nature 
meant her to be moft amiable and modeft, if 
flattery and falfe education would have fufier- 
ed her good defigns to have taken place; I 
dierefere looked upon her With pity, as I d<» 
on all ipoilt children ; and when her reading 
was concluded, did not beftoji^ all diat praife^ 
which, if I had confultcd my own gratificatioii 
more than her go6d, I ccftairiy fhould have 
beftowed ; the only occafion, on which I think 
|t a point of conicience to pra6Hfe the phikn 
fophy of the Dampers, 

At length dinner was announce^ and being 
a part of Lady Thimble's domefttc oeconomy, 
which fhe had put out of her own hahds, a9 
j(he informed us, and in which \ fuTpeA the 
athletic philofopber had fomethirig to Iky, it 
was plentifidly ferved. Sir Theodore and my 
friend the merchant plied him pretty brilkly 

with 
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ynfih the bottle ; but as a (lately jBrft-rate lhi|^ 
^ig^ not cotldefceiid to open her ports to the. 
fi^tfy cniifers.that pfeiume to hail her, in Iik& 
manner this gigantic genius kept the oracle 
tscithinhim muzzled!,, nor condeicended once 
tp draw the.totxipion of his lipsy till it happen* 
cd in the courib of many topfcs^ that Lady 
T^cnbte, /peaking of the talents of .Calliope^ 
cbferved xh^tmirack^ were not ceafed : How 
footdd that thing, be fiiid to^ ri?47/r,. replied .the 
oracle, ufki^h n^er bad exi/ience ? The fpring 
•was now tou£hedy,tha$ put this vaft. maci^ine 
^ mo^o% and, takii^ infidelity in miracles 
fcr bi&Jext^ he c^ried us, in the courfe of a 
long uninterruf^d harangue, throu^ a feries 
. «f. learned, d^di^pns^ to what speared hiis^ 
gj^uvl defiderat^uxny ^/s:. an. abfalute refutation. 
^ ths mracles ff Chriji by proofs logical and 
ij/iorieal^ .WhiVt this difcourfe was. going on^ 
I was curious to obferve the different: effeds it 
lad on the company i. Lady Thimble received 
it with evident marks of triumph, fo that I 
f ould plainly f^c ^ '^^ S^P^^ ^^^b her, and 
the only gofpel (he had faith in : Sir Theodore 
wi&ly fell afleep; th^ merchant was in hi^ 
cwppting-boufej— » 
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** His niind was tofling on the ocean : 
^ Thert) where his argofies with portly iail, 
f* Like Seigniors and rich Burghers on the floodf 
** Or as it. were the psigeant$ of -the Vol, 
** Did overpeer the petty trafficlcers-*-*r** 

But all this while the young unfetded thoughts 
of Calliope were vifibly wavering, fometimes 
borne away by the ipfi dixit of the philofbpher 
and the echo of Lady Thiflible*s plaudfts; 
fometimes catching hold of Hc^e, and hang^ 
ing to the anchor of her ialvation, Faith ; at 
other times without refiftance carried down 
the tide of declamation, which rolled rapidly 
along in provincial dialed:, like a torrent from 
his native Highland craggs, rough and noify ; 
I faw her ftruggles wkih4nfinito«concern ; the 
favage faw them alfo, but vrith triumph, and, 
turning his difcourfe upon the breach he had 
made in her belief, prefled the advantage he 
had gained with devilifh addrefs; in fliort'^a 
new antagonift had ftarted up, more formic 
dable to Reafin thrall ^ fourteen, from 
whofe. attack fhe had brought her hero off 
with vidory ; and that champion, which had 
refilled the arrovjrs of all-powerful Love^ was 
likely now to fall a vi£tim to the peftilential 
f>reath of 7;^%. la this dilemma! was 

doubtful 
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doubtful how tx> a^;; I iH not dacKne the 
coovlttt bcciiufci I dreaded the ftrength of this 
Cdiiah of the PUHfttnes, for I knew die wea- 
pons might be confided in> which the great 
captain of Ovation had put into mf hands ; 
but I d^^s^ified U> fiks^ htk^t B:^}{dkH 
|i(ibunal» iivy?h^ #ie mUt^efe ftf tb^ mi^^ 
fet 9» judge i and^s fl^ep b?id liHcrvcfi^lrODe ^ 
^ compajay out of h^rm^s way, aiid tmodiief 
was «pctfi a^-expu^ficM iTom wbieh I did net 
5lfiibjto briog %mi bopgi^, .tsh^THe remaned oiiy 
.Ciifl¥>»^» W^ I d^TOilwd wWiift myfeH* ta 
lafce oc^a^tQfi .^ difcpurfef^g wHb her apartt 



I HAD ceA>hfed^td Have fome coaTOr&lion 
With Oallippe I after the athletic phihifo* 
idler's, harangue agalnft the evidences of' the 
Chriftian religioner i Was at the pains of put«- 
ioig my thoughts toother in writing before I 
went, to bed, fbr I judged it heft- to give them 
to Calliope in fuch a.'ferin,.ak fhe might here* 
after at any time refesto and exskoiine, 

Ibad 
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■ Xjhad the iadsfiuSjoa of an hour's oonver- 
(atipa wkh that jroung ladj 4iext nuxmingy 
be^re ti^ ikmily had aflcmUed for br^faft : 
I could obferve that fomething dyfdt ugoa her 
iiiiik]> . and demanding of her, if I was not right 
in my coi^jc^re, flse.a^ifinrered me at ones tar 
the point without hefitation — >^^ I confix to 
" you," fays flie, ^ that the difcourfe which 
^^Dr. Mac^Infidei yefterday held, has made? 
^^ me thoroughly unhappy } things, which are 
^^ aho7e reafon, I can readily fuppofe are myfte-* 
^^ rie% which I oi^ght to admit as matter of' 
^^ i^ith in religion ; but thing;s contrary to rea« 
*^ fon, and £)£b which hiftory confutes how am 
" I to believe ? What am I to do in this cafe I 
<' Have you any thing to oppoSk to his argu^ 
*' ment ?" If you have, I jQiould be happy to 
•* hear it j if you have fiot^ I pray you let us 
" talk no more upon the fubjefl*"— I then gave 
the paper into her hand, ivhich I had pre- 
pared, and explaining to her the leaibns I had 
for not taking up the difpute before our com- 
pany yefter^y, defired her to give my paper 
a ferious. reading ; if there was any thing in it^ 
that laid out of the courfe of her ftudies, I 
would gladiy do my heft to expound it, and 
W9vild. &ew her the authorities to which it 
• , referred : 
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ttftrred : She received my paper with the bcft 
grace in the world, and promifed me that ih^ 
would coniider it with all the attention ihe 
was miftreis of. 

In our further difcourie it chanced, that I 
let drop' fome expreffions in commendation of 
her underftanding and talents, upon which I 
obferVed fhe ^ave me a very exprei&ve look^ 
and when I would have Ipoken of her poem^ 
the fhook her head, and, haftily interrupting 
fne, deilred I would (pare her on that fubjed | 
fhe did not wffh to be any more flattered in a 
folly (he had too much caufe to repent of; 
Ihe had burnt the odious poem I was fpeaking 
of^ and, burfting fuddenly into a flood of tears, 
protefted Ihe would never be guilty of writing 
another line of poetry, while (he lived. 

No words of mine can paint the look and 
a£lion, which accompanied thcfe expreflions ; 
much lefe can I defcribe the ftroke of pity and 
furprize, which her emotion gave me. It was 
evident fhe alluded to femething that had oc^ 
curred fince the reading of the poem ; I re- 
colIeSed fhe was abfent all the latter part of 
the evening, and I felt an irrefiftible propenfity 
to enquire into the caufe of her affliction, the' 
the fhortnefs of our acquaint^ce gave me no 

right 
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right to be inquifitive ; flie faw my difficulty^ 
for her intuition is very great ; aftCT a flioit 
recollection, which I did not attempt to in- 
terrupt—" I know not how it is," fays &e^ 
^^ but fomething teU^ me I am fpeaking to a 
" friend.^'— Here fee paufed, as doubting 
whether fhe ought to proceed or not, and 
fixed her eyes upon the floor in evident em- 
l)arrairment ; it will readily be fuppofed I 
feized the opportunity to induce her to con- 
fide in me, if there was any fervice I couU 
render towards alleviating die diltrefs ihe was 
evidently fuffering — " I have no right to trou- 
*' ble you/' fays flie, " but that fatal argii- 
** ment I heard laft night has fo weakened the 
•* refource, to which my mind in all afflidions 
-•' woidd elfe have naturally applied, that I re^ 
" ally know not how to fupport myfeif, noi* 
*' where to look for comfort, but by throwing 
^' myfeif upon your friendfliip for advice, as 
*' the moft unhappy of all beings. You muft 
*' know I have the honour to be the daughter 
" of that gallant fea officer Captain J* 

Here (he named an officer, who will be ever 
dear to his country, ever deplored by it, and 
whofe .friendihip is at once the joy and the 
affliilion of my life. I ftarted from my feat^ 

the 
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Afe ftiroke I lelt^ when fhe pronounced a name 
ib rooted in my heart, was like the (hock of 
dt<3ricity ; I claiped her hands in mine, and 
preffing them exclaimed—* You have a father' 
^-^here I ftopt— the recoile£tion checked me 
from proceeding— for it was falfe»~^ No, no, 

* my child,' I faid, * you haVe no fether ! nor 
^ had he a friend, Who can replace your lo(ss 

• however, pray proceed/ — " ImjJicitly," re- 
plied Calliope, (for by that name I ftill muft 
beg to call her, though that and poetry are 
both renounced for ever.) •* As you are the 
" friend of my father, you muft know that he 
•' loft my mother^ when I was an infant j two 
•* years are now pafjed fince he perifticd; ft 
** miferable period it has been to me ; I am 
5* now under the proteflion of a diftant rela* 
" tion, who is an intimate of the lady of this 
*' houfe, and one whofe ruinbus flattery jointly 
" with Lady Thimble's, has confpired to turn 
** my wretched head, and blaft the only hope 
** of happinefe I had in life : Thefe learned 
** ladies, as they would be thought, put me 
" upon ftudies I was never fitted to, gave me 
•^.this fdly name Calliope, and never ceafed 
^ inflaming my vanity, till they perfuaded me 
^ I had a talent for poetry ; In this they were 

3 "affiftcd 



Digitized 



by Google 



K«6. THE OBSEftVER. 49 

" affiffed.by Mac-Infidel, who lives in great 
**^ intimacy with Lady Thimble 5 the adulation- 
*^ of a learned man, (for that he furely is,) in- 
" toxicated me with felf-opinion, and the gra* 
"vity of his chara6ter compleated the folly 
^ and deftrufkion of mine." ^ What do- 1 
*^hear,' faid I, interrupting her, * the deftnic- 

* tion of your charader ?'— ^'' Have patience,'* 
Ihe replied ; " when I difclofe the forrows of 
*^ my heart, you will own that my deflxu<ftion 
^* is compleat." — ^Melancholy as thcfe words 
were, the dedudHon notwithftanding that I 
drew from them was a relief, compared to what 
at firft I apprehended,—" Alas ! Sir," refumed 
Galliope, "I have loft the affections of the moft 
** amiable^ the moft beloved of men : He was 
*' my lather's darling, and from a boy was edu- 
•* cated by him in die profeffion of the fea ; he 
" fhared every fervice with my father except 

* the laft fetal one, in which your friend un* 
** happily was loft ; Providence, that ordained 
^' the death of the one, has in the iame period 
^^ enriched the other ; he is lately returned from 
« the Weft Indies, and by his duty has been 
*' confihed to the port he arrived in, fo that 
** we have not wiet fince his return to Eng- 
<' land : Here is the firft letter he wrote to me 
. Vol. !• E « from 
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^^iwn flfsam^ ; rejUl tt^. I befech. -^aa,. ancb 
^< dteit Cop^ptr^ h with tbt &tal one I r«ceiT-»^ 
<< ffd laft Hii^e." Caliiope put » kuer into mjjt^^ 
ihsmds^ and I jt^ aft £;dlow8»i^^ 
" My ]a(tAR£»i» Nancy I 
.^^ I bane this iAftaat^brwgbt mjr fr%ate to» 
<< aft anchor^ aod feiszd die fixflr ixioincn^ that 
<< m/ dutf pontH^. t» tell tbe l«y«Ikft of fasci 
^ fex^ tfaa£,I.bavef Itickil/ eeme acrofs a pfjze^ 
*' dot mafcet a maa oC me £<» life ; A maa,, 
^ dkl I %? Ye^. afid die bappieft of^man^ iff 
^ my dienr^dii^ fliU tnie^sa^ wilLconTent.tQb 
^ ftore tbe iortune o£htr la^)iMHaitfy<. 

^ I cantot UaY^ P}ja^«ii^ Ai«r £itXayiV} 
^ Aorvlbdr pra^f i^itt to me uotfe^ coves? toi 
^ my. fiieadk the Aimiit^# Ye/osB evee^ 

Wfaett I had itturned thk letter ta Cal^ 
ISope, file Tttfilmcd' iMir nan&ti^e ^tfae foUaw«» 
ing; \Midi»: ^ The j^^ tbts letter g^^ me iefe 
<^ mj ffkUm m.fiidi a Atw^^iiat m the habit L 
^ ^vas a£ wf ItiAg. tedds,, I eouM ^t bf^g ajp 
^ tboiightis> te rutK ikt hwtaUe ^rofe^ but £^ias 
^ tke rehi» ttr m^ fiulc^ filled ztU^'Ssc iide» 
*^witb idupGxfes ia verier and nofr c^mtent 
^witb tfusy and fpibUM]/^ eoaceiving that ^f 
^ f 04at ipKildagpear ac leaft as ciisrming t» 
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*^ Hcnty, as the ffattery of my own fex had 
** pcrfuaded me it was to them, I inclofed a 
^^ fkir copy and ferit it to hiiti in a packet by 
V Ae ftage-cbadt ; the next return of thfe poft 
^ brofaght mc this fetal letter I received laft 
« night/' 

** Madam, 

^' Though there cann6t be In thi^ world a 

** tafkTo painful to me, as what I am now 

^ *oirt to perform, yet 1 thtnk it an iiidif- 

** penfible poiAt of honour io inform my late 

* rijoff lovely and beloved Nancy, that if I am 
^ to fuppofe her the auAor of titat eubrmous 
^ bhndle of verfes I: have received ftom her 
^ hand, it is the laft feVour that haiid riiuft 
^ beffow upon her unhappy Heriry. 

•^My education' you know; for it was 
^foiin^d tinder youj^ moft exodlent father i 
^I ferved wfth hiij^ from tC child, and he 
•* taught me, not Indped the knack of making 
^ verfes, but what I hope has been ag ufeful ta 
^ my country, the dii^^es of an officer. Being 

* his daughter, I h^4 flattered myfelf you 
** would not like me f|ie Icfs f6r following his 
** pfofeffion, or for b^ng trained to it under 
i^fais iriftru^ion. Bjjt alas ! Nan^, all thefe 
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*' hopes are gone. My ignorance would onlj 
*' difgrace you, and your wit would make mr 
.*^ contemptible ; fince you are turned poetefs, 
" how can my fociety be agreeable ? If thofe 
*' verfes you have fent me are all of your own 
*' making, you muft have done little elfe fincc 
*' we parted, and if fuch are to be your ftudies 
^^ and occupations, what is to become of all 
^^ the comforts of a hufband ? How are jrau 
*' to fulfil the duties of a mother, or manage 
** the concerns of a family ? No, no ;' may 
*' heaven defend me from a learned wife ! I 
*'.am too proud to be the butt of my own 
f * table ; too accuflomed to command, to be 
*^ eafily induced to obey ; let me ever live a 
*^ fingle man, or let the wife I chufe be mo« 
** defl, unpretending, fimple, natural in her 
"manners, plain in her underflanding j let 
^* her be true as the cbmpafs I fail by, and 
** (pardon the coarfenefe of the allufion) obc* 
^* dient to the helm as the fhip I fteer^ then^ 
*' Nancy,.! will ftand* by. my wife, as I will 
' ** by my fhip, to the latefl moment I have 
^' ito breathe. For God's fake what have wo- 
** men to do- with learning ? But if they will 
" flep out oiF their owa, profeflion and write 
/''" "verfes. 
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"verfes, do not let them ftep into ours to 
*' chufe hufbands ; we fhall prove coarfe mefi^ 
*' mates to the mufes. 

^ I underftand fo much of your poetical 
** epiftle, as to perceive that you are in the fe- 
*' mily of Sir Theodore and X<ady Thimble: 
** Three days of fuch fociety would make 
^ me forfwear matrimony for ever : To the 
*' daughter of my friend I niuft for ever fpeak 
** and aft as a friend ; fuiFer me then to afk if 
^* any man in his fenfes will chufe a wife from 
** fuch a fchool ? Oh grief to think ! that one 
•* fo natural, fo fincere and imaflFefted as was 
** my Nancy, could be die companion of iUcIi 
** an ugly petticoated pedant as 'Lady-Thim* 
^ ble, fuch a tame hen-pecked fon of ^a'taylor 
« as Sir Theodore I ; 

** As for the volume of verfes you have fcnt • 
•*me, I dare fay it is all very fine, but I 
•* really do not comprehend three lines of it; 
** the battles you defcribe are what I never 
** few by fea or land, and the people who fight 
** them fuch as I have never been adcuftomed 
^*to ferve with; one gentleman I perceive 
♦' there is, who combats ftoudy agaiiift Levi ; 
^ it is a good moral, and I diaok you for it; 
E3 ?U9ft 
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« coft .^h^ it may, I wfll A) my bcft to imi* 
<* tatc yoifr hefo. • F^ewell* 

*' 1 muft be only your moft feitbful ^icnd,., 
" IJisrsjRy Constant." 



N' VII. 

Magnum iter ad doSfas profictfci cogor Athenas^ 

(Propert-) 

I WAS agreeably furpris&ed thp other daf 
JiyiAaii imexpefted ififit fropa a couptxf 
friend, "^^o oace made i confiderfible iigure^ 
ro, the i^fiuonable woric^ and, with an elegahe 
tafte for the fine arts, is pcfflfeft of many valu-^ 
^l^ painting^ 9<td fculptures of bis own c6l- 
letting jn It^y: He told me, that after fi« 
jjev^ abfistt^te fi-Qbi town, jte had made a. jottr*^ 
r^yf, purpofely to regale his curjoftty for a few* 
days with the ^^tecles qf this great capital/ 
and defircd^ I would accompany him on hiir 
morning's touc ta fepp^e of the eminent artifts, 
s^nd afterVKards cohduA him to thp theatre, 
i|rhero he had ftcured him(si£ afeat % the re-' 
prefrittation of Mr. Southern's tragedy of the 

Fatal 
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^atal Mtrrii^^ Tiiou^ I bid jtift btea 
himawtd wttb a oird from Va<ioi&, puiport^ 
liig d>at ftt fiundd iuAA The Fuift. ^ Re^ 
diat t^rtmng 2^ her hoiife» vbe» my compBsgr 
' was expe&d, I did not hefiutsto accept tlir 
Jn^dtafion of mf couQtiy frieiid^ and tss^Mlk 
tnyfelf from 0iat pf Vancfl^ though I muft 
con&fs my curiofity was fiiaifiwbit fspufod bf 
die novelty of the entertainment to Which I 
was bidden. Qur daypailed fi> entirely to the 
latisfai^on of my can£d coDipiuupn) thu^ 
when we parted at night| ha (hook me by thf 
l&and, a^ wii^ a fmile of complaeeney flirr 
blared, that a day fo fpent W43uld Joot difgracr 
the diary of P^riclea.. 

When I bad- jreturped to -my ap^tttnent^ 
this allufion of my friend to the age of Fcri^ 
des, with the recollfldiQn of what had pafied 
in the d^y, difew me into a reverie, i^ dir 
'Courft ijf which I fdl afleep, whilA my mini 
with more diftin^i^ than 1% ufiud In dreams 
Ing, pnrfued its waking tnun of though after 
^e fbUowing manner, 

^ I (bund mylUf in a ftatdy ^portico, which 

%eing on an eminence, gave me the proipeA 

of a city, inclofing a prodigious elfcuit, widi 

ff^^f^ gVd^S and fields, feemingly iet apart 

E4 for 
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for martial exerciies and fports; the hoideflf 
neere not cluftered into ftreets and alleys like 
our great trading towns, but were placed 
apart and feparated widiout any regular order^ 
as if each man had therein confulted his own 
particular tafte and enjoyments. I thought I 
never faw fo delightful a place, nor a people 
who li^ed fo much at their eafe: I felt a 
freihnefs and falubrity in the climate, that 
ie^med to clear the brain, and give a ipriiig, 
to the fpirits and wlide animal frame : The 
fun was bright and glowing, but the lightneis 
•of the atmofphere and a refrcfhing breeze 
qualified the heat in the moft ddiicious man- 
ner. As I looked about me with wonder and 
delight, I obferved a great many edifices of 
die pureft archite£lure, that feemed calculated 
fcr public purpofes; and wherever my eye 
wient^ it was encountered by a variety of fta- 
lues in brafs or marble'; immediately at die 
foot of the fteps, leading to the portico, in 
which I ftood, I obferved a figure in brafs of 
cxquifite workmanfhip, which by its attributes 
I believed defigncd to reprefent the heathen 
deity Mercurius, In the centre of the citf 
there was an edifice inclofed within walls, 
which I took to be the citadel } a rapid ftrpam 

of 
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of cl^r water meandered about the place, and 
was trained through groves and gardens i|i 
^e mpft pidurefque and pleaiing manner^ 
while the profpe£i: at diftance was bounded by 
the fea. 

*^ As I ftopd wrapt in contemplation of this 
new and bnlliant fceoery, methought I was 
^cofted by a niiddle-aged man in a loofe 
garment of fine purple, who wpre his bair 
fifter the manner of our ladies, braided and 
CQiled round upon the crown of his head with 
great care and delicacy to a confiderable 
heighth) and (which I thought remarkable} 
he had feftened the braids in feveral places 
with golden pins, on which were feveral figures 
pf fmall grafhoppers of the fame metal ; be-* 
hind him walked a fervant-youth, or flave^ 
carrying a light wicker chair for his mafiier to 
r^pofe in, a cuftom that feemed to me to 
^gue great effeminacy -, and looking about 
ine I found it was pretty univerfa), many of 
^e bettermoft fort of citizens being feated in 
the ftj-e^t^ converfing at their eafe, though 
fhere .was certainly nothing in the.xlimate^ 
fhat made fi|ch an indulgence neceffary* 
. f* As I was eyeing this gentleman with a fur- 
j>rize> that I muft oWA-had fome fmall tin£hire 

of 
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of conCeaipt in it^ he turned hintieif to me^ 
and in tlie moft complai&nt manner imagin- 
able accofted rae in my ewn language, telling 
me, he perceived I was a ftranger in Athens, 
and if t was curious to fee what was remark** 
able in the place, he was ready to dedicate tl^c 
day to my fervice« To this coorteous addroft 
I returned the beft ^nfwer I was aUe, adding 
that every thing was new te me and many 
things appeared admkrable. You will (ay fo^ 
replied he, before the day is paft, and yet I 
cannot ihew you in the (pace of a day thi^ 
hundredth part of what this city contains 
worth a ftranger^s ebfcrvation : Of a certain 
Arts and Sciences are now carried to dicir 
utmoft pitch, and no future age I think wiB 
fticceed, in which the glory of Ae Adienian 
commonwealth, and the genius gf its citizens 
fhm be found ftiperior to their preient luftre. 
" The portico^ in which you ftaiid^ conti-* 
n^ed the Athenian, is what we eall Pttcile^ 
or the painted Pdr^ka ; the braxoi ftaitue at 
the foot of the fleps was raifed hy the nine 
Archons in honour of Mer^uriui Jtg9rig»Sy or 
the For€nfa}\ and dedicated by tiiem le the 
tribes : That by its fide is the ftfttue of Solon, 
the other at feme diftance is l3»» lawgiver 

Lycurgus. 



Digitized 



by Google 



N^7- THE OPSERVER. 59 
Lycurgus. The gate before you, on which 
you fee thoKe warlijce trophies, was fo adorned 
in memory of the defeat pf Pliftarchus, wha 
was hrpther of th^ famou$ Cafiander, iuid 
commanded his cavalry and auxiliary troops 
in the aflion recorded. Thefe paintings be- 
hind you, with which the pprtico is furniQied 
9n4 from which it ha3 its name, ar^ all upon 
public (iibjei^ in coipmemoration of wife 
or ysdiant citizens: The pi^ures on your 
right hand ^re by the celebrated PolygnotuSy 
theie on yqur left by Micon, equal to his rival 
in art, but not in munificence ; for Polygnotus 
would accept no other reward for his works, 
than the fame infeparable from fuch .eminent 
performances; Micon on the contrary was 
paid by the ftate* There are feveral others 
by the hands cf our great mailers, particular- 
ly that incomparable piece, which reprefents 
^e field of Marathon, a compofition by thm 
great Panaenus, brother of di^ ftatuary Phi- 
dias ; but this, as well as fhe others, will de- 
mand a more particular defcription. 

^' Examine this compofition on your right ; 

it is the work of Polygnotus j you fee two 

armies drawn up front to froqt and on the 

« pcint of engaging ', thefe are the Athenians, 

.the 
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Ae adverfe troops are the Lacedemonians 5 
the fcene is CEnoe ; fuch is the contrivance 
of the artift, that you are fure viftory is to 
declare for the Athenians, though the battle is 
not yet commenced. 

" In the oppofite piece you fee the battle 
of Thefeus with the Amazons ; a capital com- 
pofttion by Micon; diefe warlike ladies are 
fighting on horfeback ; with what wonderfiil 
art has the mafter exprefled the charader of 
athletic beauty without deviating into vulga- 
rity and grofDiefs ! If you recollefl: the Lyfi- 
fbata of Ariftophanes you will meet an elogi- 
um on this pi6hire ; it is thus the fifter arts 
encourage and fupport each other. 

^* Now turn to Polygnotus's fide and look 
at that magnificent piece of art : Thfe painter 
has chofen for the fubjed of his compofition 
the council of the Grecian chiefs upon the 
violence done to Caflandra by Ajax after the 
capture of Troy; you fee the brutal charadter 
of the man fbcMigly expreifed in the hero of 
the piece ; ambngft that group of Trojan cap-» 
tives Cafiandra is confpicuous ; that figure, 
which reprefents Laodice, is worth your no- 
tice, as being a portrait of Elpinice a cele- 
brated courtefan: Scrupulous people bavd ta^ 
' kea 
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ken ofFence at it, but great painters will in- 
dulge themfelves in thefc liberties, and are 
fond of painting after beautiful nature; of 
which I could give you innumerable exam- 
ples. 

" Now let us in the laft place regale our 
eyes with this ineftimable battle of Marathon 
by Panaenus : What think you of it ? Was it 
not a reward worthy of the heroes, who pre- 
fcrved their country on that glorious day? 
Which party is moft honoured by the work, 
the matter who wrought it, of the valiant per- 
fonages who are recorded by it ? It is a quef- 
tion difficult to decide. You will obferve 
three different groups in this fuperb com- 
pofition, defcribing three different periods of 
the aftion : Here you fee the Athenians and 
their allies the Plataeans juft commencing the 
a(SHon.— There, further removed in perfpec- 
tive, the barbarians are defeated ; the flaughter 
is raging, and the Medes are plunging defpe- 
rately into the marffay lake to avoid their piu*- 
fuers; examine the back ground, and you 
fee the Phoenician gallies ; the barbarians are 
making a bold attack, and the fea is covered 
with wrecks : All mouths are open in applaufe 
of this pifture, and it was but the other day, 
3 that 
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thsit the great orator Demofthenes referred to 
it in a folemn haraiigde upon Neaera, as did 
Efchines in his jicafding agaiiift Ctefiphon. 
All our Captaim are taken froni the life ; that 
General who is encouraging his troops h 
Mikiades j be is 4ie hero of the piece, and I 
can ^ufe you the refemblance is in sdl point? 
cxa£t: This is die portrait of Callimachus 
the Pokmarck: There you fte ,die hera 
Echetlus, and &is is At brave Epizdus^ 
that Atheni^y who is yaliautidy filing, is 
Cyneegif us himfel^ who loft both htS band? 
in the a£^n; there goes an extfaordmary 
ftory with that dog, which is by his fide, ani 
has ieized ihc dying barbarian by the dirbat ; die 
faithful creature would not forSOx his matter; 
he was killed in the aflion, SBtii is ncAv de-' 
fervedly immortalized in company with the 
illuftrious, heroes, who are die ftbjeft of the 
piece. Thdfe fykndid warrionr in flic army . 
of the Medes, who are^ffianfiiig in their cha- 
riots, and calling ta dieir troops, are the ge- 
nerals Datis and Artaphanes; They are drawn 
in a proud arid fwdling fiile, and feem of a 
larger fize and proportion than our Athenian 
champions ; and die faft is, diat diis group 
was inferted^ by anodicr maftcr j Acy are by 
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the hand of'Micon, and perhaps do not exaift- 
ly harmonize with the reft ; the filly Atheni- 
ans were piqued at their appearance,, and in a 
fit of jealoufy punifhed Micon by a fine for 
having painted them too flatteringly; the 
painter foffered in his pocket, but the people 
in my opinion were dSgraced by the fentence ; 
This drcumftance has given occafion for ma- 
ny on die part of Micon to conteft the honour ' 
of the painting with Panaenus, who in juftice 
muft be confidered as principal author of the 
work; and in courfe of time it may happen^ 
that pofterity will be puaaled Mrfiich mafter to 
afcribe it to. 

" There are many more pi6hires well de- 
ferving your attentive notice, particularly that 
by Pamphilus, which repr^fents Akmena widv 
the H^aclidae afking aid of the Athenians^ 
tgainft Euryftheus ; and this infpired old figure 
by Pdygfiotus with a lyre in his hand, which 
18 the portrait of no kfs a perfon than the 
great Sophocles ;— but come, let us be gone, 
for we have much befides to fee ; and I per* 
ceive Zeno coming this way with his fchplars 
to hold his^ le£hu:es in this portico ; and I for 
one muft coi^efs I am no friend to the Stoics,. 
tr as we call them the Zenonians. 

9 N« VIIL 
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N'VIII. 

M vetujlijjimam ei fapientijjtmam et diis carijji'^ 
mam et communem amafiam^ bominumque ac 
Deorum terram^ Jthenas mittebaris^ 

(LiBANIUS IN OrATIONE.) 

•^TT^ROM the painted portico, in which 
Jl} my laft Was, dated, my Athenian con- 
duftor took me to the Ptolemaic Gymnafium, 
in which I obferved feveral ftatuies of Mercury 
in marble, and others of brafs, which he ex- 
plained to me to be of Ptolemy the founder, 
Juba and Chryfippus the philofopher. There 
was one of Berofus the aftrdloger with a 
tongue of pure gold, in commemoration of 
his divine predidHons : On one hand of me 
flood the doric temple of Thefeus, enriched 
with fome ineftimable paintings of Micon, 
particularly one upon the fubjecS: of the fight 
of the Lapithae and Centaurs : on the other 
hand was the antient temple of the Diofcuri, in 
which I was fliewn many capital piftures by 
Polygnotus ; it is here, fays my condu£lor, we 
adminifter to the Athenian youth that folemn 
eath, which binds them not to defert their 

ranks 
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tanks in a(9ion, but to perifh, when neceffit/ fo 
requires^ in defence of their country j the form 
is rather long, fays he, but this is the fubflance 
of the oath* The Prytaneum, or Court,houfe, 
was now in view, where lEhe magiftracy of the 
city afiemble for tht difpatcfa of public bufinefs : 
Here I faw the venerable laws of Solon in a cheft 
of ilone, the ftatues of Pax and Vefta, and 
(which were more intexefting to me) the figures 
of Miltiades and Themiftocles of exqmiilte 
workmanihip in pure marble^ in this place. all 
thofe citizens, and the pofterity of thofe, who 
have dcferved weH of the ftate, receive their 
puj[>lic doles or allowance of bread in cakes com- 
pofed of meal) oil, and water 5 here alfo I faw 
the perpetual fire vpon the altar of Vefta, and 
the celebrated image. of the Bona Fortuna of the 
Athenians. In the adjoiiung temple of Lucina 
I was ihewn the fam^u$ ftatues of tbat^ deity 
clothed in drapery. to die feet: My guide now 
carrkd me tx> the great temple of Olympian Ju- 
piter, founded by idbe tyrant Pififtratus^ and 
perfe<9ed by his ions and fucceflbrs ; I obferved to 
my condudtor, that I had feen no temple in 
Athens, except -thjs) with interior colunms ; he 
informed me that^ ^e great fpan of the roof 
made it neceflary in this' inftance, but that it 
was contrary to their rule of architefture and 
Vol. !• ' F ^ obtained 
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obtained in no other : He further told n\e that 
the city had expended ten thoufand talents in 
this edifice : The image of the god was cut in 
ivory and gold} to every column uras affixed' a 
brazen ftatue, reprefiJnting Ae colonial cities of 
the Athenian empire. The difplay of ftatuar y 
exceeded all defcription or belief, nor was the 
painter's art wanting in its fliare of the decora- 
tion J for wherever pi£hires could be difpofed, 
and particularly about the pedeftal of the ftatue 
of Jupiter, the moft capital paintings were to 
be fecn. 

** My fight w^ now fe dazzled with the dif- 
play of brilliant images, and my mind fo over- 
powered widi the miracles of art, which had 
palled in review, that I befeeched my guide ta 
carry me either to famt of thdfe groves, whi€h 

• were in my eye, where I could meditate on what 
I had feen, or to fpedacles of any odier fbrt ac- 
cording to his choice and dHcretion, for otfaef'- 
wife I fhould apprehend, from the variety of 

' obje£is, I fhould retain the mefmory of none* 

'.He told me in reply, that this was Us intention, 

obfetring that the proportion I had feen was 

* very fmall indeed to what the city contained ; 
there was however one more flatue, which he 
could not difpenfe with Wmfelf from fhewing 
me, being a modd of beauty and perfection ; and 

' having 
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haVihg fo Mi metHbiight he tbdk me iiitd a 
heighboUrihg garden, dnd ih a grove of cjprels 
and myrde preTcnted to my view Hie moft eX^ 
ijuifite jiiece of fculpture I had ever beheld,--i» 
This, feys he, is th^ Venus called Celeftial, th^ 
workmarifliip of the immortal Alcamferi.— After 
i had contemplated this divine original with 
^onifhmeilt and rapture, I was iatisfied withih 
myfelfi that we ate miftkken in luppofiHg it ha& 
defcendied to lis, and I how ackhowledge that 
our celeftial Veniis iis a copy far inferior to 16 
inimitable prototype; Having examined this fta- 
tue for foirie timej I turned to my bondu<Ster 
4md faid:-=.Let us gratify our feiifes ih -Ibmc 
oAer way; I have feen Enough bf artf; 

** It is impoffible to avoid i^ replies he, ih 
'ftis city, and fo faying led nie iritathe Lyceum ; 
this Gymnafium, &ys hcj has Been litely ijrt- 
ttituted hf PisrfcleSj aiid tliefe Jjiantatioris df 
pFane-trefes are of his making; To are theft 
'ticjueduds ; thfe Lyceum was originally dedica- 
ted to Paftoral ApoBc^ ind bw^ its fbiindatioh 
Imd beauty in th^ flrft inftahce to Ae cfcgartt 
Pifeftratus, wko from flie fiirprifing refemblailce 
*0f their peribns we now call the elder Pflttcles* 
'The place is d^ightfiilj and before you kave ttl 
lake notice of this ftatue of Apollo; the ar6ft 
ikas' defcribed him in Ih^ attitu^fe of relKng aftef 
Fa hi9 



Digitized 



by Google 



68 THE OBSERVER. N»8. 

tiis « daily courfe; y^u-fee he leans agamft a co^ 

Itimn ; his light arm bent over his head, and k^ 

his left he holds his bowf it Is a firft^-ate piece 

pf fculpture.: (Leaving the hy^^vm my con-- 

diiftor toofc me* by iiac. ./wray of tl^s, Trippd^f 

Here he (hewed me ihe inimitable iktyr in bra^- 

Ae boafted maftfcr-piece of Praxiteles, and. rthe 

,Cu{ud ^d JBapohus pf Thymilns ;^ we were now 

4:lo% by the theatre, ia the^rtico of .which I 

.was iHewR the ftatue of Efchylus, .afid two ,pe* 

4e%i]s.for tbe-fiatues of Sophocles /aiid Ejiri^idf;^' 

,then ;vffc}^:the^ar^ifts hands^^althpHgh both tbo& 

^oets. w^e,nf>w lifu^g : Th&^oor&of the theatre 

.were ^jiot, jfi^t ^opeiied, and t^ temple- of Veous 

being near 's^ l^dj methought we enteredy afMi 

^ beheld the. beautiful Cupid crowned with lofes,^ 

^painted by^ieusas; froin hence. I could f^e tic 

jvprjqs, that fjoricles had b&in /carrying .oi) i^oa 

-jfte citadely but thi^ we did ^ot ^er, 

, . "> Methpjight I -was, nojgff earned into tiie-^iea- 

^tre-.ami^^.?j prodigious. /arowd of people j the* 

xomcd2;'Of4heraight'was iimdcATJifChudsy fiJad 

fthe ^%no^ ^ri;&pphaAe» was ^nqounced to be 

^e aiithor.Qf;it. . Xt wa& ea^pe^d.^at Socrat» 

woidd4^p^j(bnal]j| attacked) ai>d- a great party^ 

jDf^hat phjXoiop^'f enemies wer^'.afie^ to 

jfiif^oj:t.th^.poet* I was^uch/urprized, vihen 

^.cpmj^anic^ pointed oat to ffljet^grejart pM^ 

^ * lofo^j 
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tofopher in pcrfon, who had adiuaMy taken his 
feat in th^ theatre^ and was fitting between AI- 
cibiades and Anfipho the tbit of Pericles; by the 
fide of Alcibiades iate Euripides^ and at Antii- 
pho*s left hand fete Thucydides ; I neyer beheld 
two more vencFable old men than the poet and 
htftorian^ nor ftich comidy peribns as Alcibtades 
and Antip o : Focrates was exceedingly Kfec the 
tufts we have e& him, his heacj was bald, his 
hettri bufty, and his ftature low; there was 
Ibme thing very deterring in his countenance; 
his perfon was mean and his habit fqualfd ; his 
vcft was of loofe drapery, thrown or^r his left 
fhoulder after Ae fa(hion of a Spsmifl^ Capa, 
and feemcd to be of coarfe cteth, made of black 
'Wool undyed ; he had a ihort ftaff in his hand of 
knotted wood with a round head, which he was 
•continually rubbing in the palm of his hand, as 
he talked with Alcibiades, to whom he princi- 
.paHy addrefled his difcourfe: ThucyiKdes had 
lately returned from exile upon a general an^. 
jiefty, and I obferved a melancholy in his coun- 
tenance mixed with indignation ; Euripidies feem- 
ed employed in examining the countenances of 
the fpeftators, whilft Antipho.with great modefty 
^paid a moft refpeftfal attention to the venerable 
philbfopher on his right hand. Whilft I was 
engaged' in obferving this refpeflable group, my 
F 3 Gondudor 



Digitized 



by Google 



70 THE OBSERVER. Nvft 
condiiflor whifpcrcd the fdlowing words in mf 
ear— 7i/V is thifeeond attack frm thefimt hand 
up^ Socrates 'j that cflaft year was, defeated by 
jRcibiadesi but ^ this nigbfs, co/n^/ucceedsj I 
precS^ that ct^r pbihfopher is:Ui^ne: and in tfutk 
bis fcbool is much oHf- of\redit i fir fame ef thf 
worji charaSlers rf the ^e have con^ out of his 
bands of late. 

^ When (he players firft came on dije ftagc 
there was fo great a murmur in the theatre^ 
that I could fcarce hear themj after a ihort 
time hotveyer the filence became pretty genera^ 
and tl\e plo^ of the play, fuch as it was, began 
to open ; I perceiv^ tl^t the poet had devifed 
the character of an old cl6wn.ifh father, who bcr 
ing plui\ge4 in deb.t by the extravagancies of a 
flanting wife and a ipendthrift fpn, who wafted 
bis fortune upon race-horfes, was for ever puzr 
zling his brains to ftrike upon fome expedient 
for ches^ting his creditors. Witb this yiew }ip 
goes to the hoi^ of Socrates to take cpunfel of 
that pbilofppher, who gives him a great many 
ridiculous inftru£lipns, feem^ngly not at all to 
the purppfe,^ and ^moqgft o^eir extravagancies 
aflures bim that Jupiteir has no concern in tl^ 
government of the wo^Id, but that all the func-^ 
tions of providence are performed by The QoudSy 
which upon his invocation appear and pei^on;n 

the 
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the part of a dionis throughout the play : The 
philoibpher is continusdly foiled \ff the ruftic wit 
of the old &ther, who, after being put in Socra- 
tes's truckle bed and miferably ftung with ver- 
nun, has a meeting with his creditors, and eiir 
deavours to parry their demands widi a parcel 
of pedantic quibbles, which he has learnt of the 
p^iioibphef, and which give occaiipp to (irenes 
of admirable comic humour ; My condudor in* 
fiormed me this incident was pointed at Efchines, 
a favorite difciple. of Socrates; a man, &ys he^ 
plunged in debts and a moft notorious defrauder 
of his creditors. In the end the father brings 
his fon to be inftru£bd by Socrates ; the fon, 
after a (hprt le<Ehire, comes fordi a peifed Athe-r 
ift, and gives his father a fevere cudgelling on 
the ftage, which irreverend ad he imdertakes to 
defend upon the principles of die new philofophy, 
he had been learning* This was the fubftance 
of the play, in the courfe of which there were 
many grofs ^luflons to die unnatural vice, of 
which Socrates was accufed, and many perfonal 
ftrokes ^ainft Clifthenes, Pericles, Euripides, 
and others, which told ftrongly, and. were much 
applauded by the theatre. 

^f It is not to be fuppofed, that all this palled 

without fome occafional di%uft on the part of 

the ipedbtpirs, but it was evident ^ there was a 

F 4 party 
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party in the theatre, which carried it through, 
notwithftandii^ the prefence of Socrates and the 
refpefbble junto that attended him: For my 
part I icarce ever took my eyes from him during 
the reprefentation, and I obferved two or three 
little actions, which feemed to give me fome in*? 
ffght into the temper of his mind during the fe^ 
vereft libel, diat was ever exhibited againft any 
man^s perfon and principles* 

<< Before Socrates appears on the ftage, the okt 
man raps violently at his door, and is reproved . 
by one of his diiciples, who comes out and corner 
plains of the difhirbance; upon his being quef-? 
tioned what the philofopher may be then em- 
ployed upon, be aniwers that he is engaged in 
meafuring the leap of a fiea, to decide how many 
of its own lengths it fprings at one h<^ ; the dif- 
ciple aUb informs him with great folemnity, that 
Socrates has dtfcovered that4he hum of a gnat 
k not made by the mouth of the animal, but 
kouk behind: Thi3 raifed a laugh at the ex« 
pence qf the naturalifts and minute philofophcrs, 
and I obferved that Socrates himfelf fmiled at 
the conceit. 

" When the fchool was opened to the ftage 
and all his Ichohrs were difcovered with their 
heads upon the floor and their pofteriors mount* 
cd in the air, and turned towards the audience, 

though 
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though the poet pretends to account for it, as if 
they w^re fearching for natural curiofities on the 
furface of the ground, the aSion was evidendy 
intended to convey the groiTeft allufion, and was 
fo received by the audience : When this fcene 
was produced I remarked, that Socrates fhook 
his head, and turned his eyes off the ftage; 
whilft Exuipides with fome indignation threw 
the fleeve of his mantle over his face j this was 
obferved by the fpecStators, and produced a con-r 
f;derable. tumult, in which the theatre feemed 
pretty fairly divided, fo that the afl»rs flood up- 
right, and quitted the pofture they were difco- 
vered in. 

*^ When Socrates was lirft produced ftanding 
on a bafket mounted into the clouds, the perfon 
of the ador and the mafk he wore, as well as 
jthe garment he was drefled in, was the moft di- 
red counterpart of the philofopher himfelf, that 
could be devifed. But when the adlor, fpeaking 
in his character, in direft terms proceeded to 
deny the divinity of Jupiter, Socrates laid his 
hand upon his heart, and caft his eyes up with 
aftonifhment'; in the fame moment Alcibiades 
ftarted from his feat, and in a loud voice cried 
ont-- Athenians! is this fitting? Upon this a 
great tumult arofe and very many of the fpefta- 
tor$ called upon Socrates to fpeak for himfelf^ 
JO and 
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and anfwer to the charge ;.i;rficn the play could 
not proceed for the noife and clamour of die 
people, all demanding Socrates to fyc2k for him- 
felf, the philofopher unwillingly ftcpt forward, 
and Md'^Yau require cfnu^ O Atheniam^ to an- 
fiver to the charge ; there is m charge ; neither is 
this a place to difcourfe in about the gods : Let the 
a£f or proceed f'^^Wtnct immediately took place, 
and Socrates*s invocatiotr to The Clouds (bon en* 
filed ; the pailage was fo beautiful, the machinery 
of the clouds lb finely introduced, and the cho« 
rus of voices in' die air fo exquifitely conceived, 
that the whole dieatre was in raptures, and die 
poet from that moment had entire pofleflion of 
their minds, fo diat die piece was carried tri- 
umphandy to its period. In die heat of die ap-' 
plaufe my Athenian friend whifpered me in the 
car and faid — Depend upon itj Socrates will hear 
of this in another place ; he is a lojl man ; and re^*, 
member I tell you that if all our phibfophers and 
fophijls were driven out of Attica j it would be happf 
for Athens. — At thcfe words I flarted and awake(| 
from my dream, 
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NMX, 

CAlfL lOPE hais favoured me with the foK 
lowiiig letter ; if is dated from the houfe ef 
» wordiy clergyman, a fii^pd of her £ither^% who 
with s|n exemplary wife liv^ upon a fmall coun- 
try vicarage in primitive fimidicity, whrrf that 
affliSed young l|uly to9k ihrltert 

^< After ycHi left me aiLady Thimble's, I 
^^ feized the firft mfiment^ that the anguifh of 
** my mind permitted me to make ufe of, to put 
^ myfelf in readinefi for taking my final leave of 
^^ that family, and, according to the plan we had 
^* concerted, came without delay to this place, 
*' where, if any thing froyld have given abfolute 
** peace to my mind, the confoladpn of thefe ex- 
^ cellept people, and the ferenity of the fcene 
^* muft have done it. As it was, I felt my af- 
^^ flidiona lighten, my felf-reproach became lefs 
^* bitter, and, whijft the vanity, which flattery 
^ had infpired me with, has b^n cured by dieir 
^ admc^tions, the doubts that infidelity had raif- 
^^ ed have t^en totally removed, and truth qiade 
^* clear to my eternal comfort and conviction. 
** Had it not been for this, I ftould have been 
^^ giyeiittp to defp^iir; f«r as I he^d no more 
.5 **from 
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** from Captain Conftant, I was convinced he 
** had renounced me for ciTer ; in the mean time 
** I wrote many letters, but fent none to him ; 
^^ fome of thde letters wwre written^ in a hi^ 
^ tone, mod: of them in an humble one, and in 
^ one I gzve a loofe to pailion and detps^ir in ex^ 
♦* preflions little flwrt of phrenfy; aH thefe I 
^ conAandy deftroyed, for as I had not the heart 
« to write angrily-to- him^ fo I dreaded to appear 
*' mean in his eyes, if I was too plaintive i'nay I 
^ was not fure, fm^e M^ fortune had become fo 
^ fupericNr to mine, but I might lay myfelf open 
** to a charge of the moft def^caUe natm-e. 

<^ Thus my time paffed, tiB yefterday mornmg, 
** upon obferving the houfe in one of thofe buf- 
*^ ties, which the expedation of a vMitcr creates 
♦* in fmall families, I found my good hdftefs 
** deefiy engaged vwth her paftry, and having 
** myfelf become a confiderable adept in the art 
^ under her tuition, I was putting myfelf in of- 
** der to aifift her in her preparations, when turn- 
f^ ing to Die with a fhiile, which feemed to fpririg 
**• from joy as well as benevolence-»-tf!?»hf, rny 
** dear child^ fays fhe, / htive been at work this 
!** hour ; and if you had known tP was fo entertain 
•** a friend of your father^ s^ I ant'ferfuaded you 
** would not hai>e let me been fo hng beforehand 
** with you.'^l aiked her who llf was»fhf expefi- 

« cd 
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" ed-*-i\& msfUry flie ]*epli©d, '/?// As ydur w^ritj 

*^ und^i^ur h^^dike a good ^ir I j fir. your mjlrifs^s 

*^ £r£di$*tai\iiO€Ji' ^s y9Hr rn</«^— The iigniiiaartt 

;^ lo^ wi$h?^ich Aens^^mpAnodi thde v9XMr<hry 

.'^ ktf^^^Mt into !(Ueh>a fki^erylthat mj faantb 

•' j^ k«^er pbeyed me^ift the iaflc' I undertook, 

r^ |U1 havkigr4>Ht.:tfee iittik,iwertlw(^ tbe €gg^y 

,** afl4 tpCrt..<>v«?ry'dMtig.iflto\the &me confufioti 

/c .^j^ iHjHGstf^'I ^rft Joto a flockl of tears, which 

/^l^(M i|^ a,rfc«igliyfteriq fit^ My fcreaiiA 

j^. t)i:0«glit 4ilpl^ goo<l mifi lof the ikuife and ev^ry 

.<< 4)gdy; in it ito >my ifSttanoe ; bat judge of -my 

.'**.<}fH^dttton' bctwi:;t jdy^ aftwifliment and tter- 

•^ rof, vrtitit tibtf figocaoEm^rBelaDfcd Coflflaht 

** jpflfeHMd^itfdf to my «yea p :My . God ! ht; c:c- 

'^ c^im^cfmd.ftaftedbfltdc aghaft, then :^ung 

<« to)0^y;attfl0iiiee» aml^ claijpii^ me m his arm^^ 

••* J*fedi*it.fa* om» from the floor and ran with 

^_ nfc€i,|nM the ^krkmr, where there ^wras a couch 

.•^ '^-TWy?^© f ' my foitl r*-jwas all he could fay, 

^^4of:h^ .#a) &ike.a man befide himfelf with 

^^ ffigl^Mrid '9gony) tiU I recovered 5 this was t(t 

^'1$^ f)ffe(^jed!by a plentilixl relief of tears, and 

-^^'trtiea^I rfotod jcayfelf afene with my beloved 

^iH^nryf my. head reeling upon his neck, and 

*< him fiinMrtiBg my whdle weight in his arms, 

*^ veUMI he Jkjielt on one faiee at my feet; no 

^ flij^ner ]Mid X recoQefi^d myftlf,tfaan the blood, 

«that 
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^^ that had been driven from tAj cheeks dilriil^ 
^myfity niflied bdck again widi violence and 
^ covered me with blufheSi Hetliy'^ thmfporfs 
^ now became as vdieMait ds his terrors had 
^ been, and ioofing his hcid ^ mt (or z mo-* 
^< ment, whilft he fbfitfd hb eyes npbn me with 
^ an ardour^ ^txc^dunded lilt fo as aknoft t6 
^ deprive m^ of fpeech ot motion, he agaih 
^ caught me in his armSj aiid preffihg me eagei'^ 
*^ ly to his breaft^ almoft fmotfa^red me with 
^^ carefics. He then qttitt^ me sdtdgetfaef, and 
^ dlrowihg hinifelf on his knees lit my fdet, eil* 
M treated me to forgive hinl^ if he had offtiided 
^ me ; he had been diftfad:^ betwi^n joy and 
^ terror, and fcarce knew what he had ddne ; 
^^ he |>ro<:eeded to account for the motives of his 
" conduft towards ihe^ bodi when he wrote thfc 
.*' letter to me from Plymouth^ alid fot e^iry 
" moment of his time fmcei Th«t-h^ hsA fet 
*^ off for London the very day hie lilrrote,- .had 
"'fought you out^ and converted fully with ^oU 
" upon die effecSb his ktter had prodvci^j diat^ 
•* hearing I was come to diis j^laice, he would 
" havef followed me wkh an immedijteb expla^sC^ 
^^ tlon, if you bad not prevailed wijdl him to the 
^f contrary (for whidi advice I cannot now iifi'd 
^ in my heart to condemn you), that howciver 
," he had plated htmfelf witbin two miies ^nte 
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^^ in a neighbouring village, where he had daily 
^ intercourfe vwth die worthy Vicar^ who gave 
*^ him pundual intelligence of ^e ftate of my 
*^ mind and the total revolution efk&sd in it ; 
^^ that what he fuSered during this ftate of trial 
^ and iufpence no words ^f his. could p^int^ but 
•^ die accoi^nts he received of m^ from diis good 
^< man and die benefits he knew I was gaining 
.^^ by his counfel and converfittion, kept hkn 
^ from difcovering himfelf^ till he had permiffiOn 
^* for fo doing $ that he threw himielf upon my 
^* candor and good fenfe for juftificadon in die 
^ honeft artifice he had made ufe of^ and now 
^* that I ^ded to my gckxi qualities diofe religi* 
^^ 0U9 and domeftic virtues, which die fociety 
^ of unbelieving pedants had oblcured, but not 
*^ exdnguiihed, he hoped there was no further 
^ bar in the way of our mutual happinefs ; but 
^ that I would condeicend to accept a man 
^ whofe heart and (bul were devoted to me^ and 
*^ who had one recommendation at leaft to offer 
^ in his own behalf, ^diich he flattered himfelf 
^ no other perfon could produce, and which he 
*^ was fure would, have fome weight with me i 
^< So faying, he put a letter into my hands. Which 
^* I had no fooner glanced my eye upon than 
^ perceiving it was the well-known hand-wridng 
^^ %{ my ever honouj:ed and lamented father, I 

**funk 
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^ Amk back upon the couch and diiTolved again 
" into tears : Even the manly heart of my Henry 

now gave way, and the fad remembrance of 
^ his departed friend melted his brave bofom into 
•' all the ibftnefs of a w<mian's#-— Then, Sir, Oh 
^ then indeed I loved faim, then he triumphed -in 
** my heart ; how dear, how noble, how sim6ik 
^ divine did he then appear i his eyes, whofe ttr-^ 
*' dent raptures had affrighted me, now, when I 
^ {aw them bathed in tears, infpired me with the 
** pureft paflion, and contemplating him with 
*^ the affedion of a fifisr, not regarding him as 
** a lover, I caft off all kefervt, and fallowing the 
" impulfe of the foul, Dearejl and hift ^ men f I 
•* cried— and funk into his arms. 

** Thus, Sir, you have the full and unrefervtd 
" account, to which your friendfliip is entitled 5 
*< ftill there remains: one zSt of kindnefi in your 
** power to fttew me, and which my Henry 
"jointly with, myfeif iblicits, which is,, drat 
" yott would fhmd In the place of your deceaftd 
" friend upon our marriage, and compleat the 
** kind part you have taken in my welfere, by 
"joining my hand with .that of the moft deferv- 
" ing man on earth. 

" I had almofl Forgot to mention to you a 
^ circumflancC) that paf&d as we were fitting at 
^ table after dinner, and by which our good 

* « friend 



Digitized 



by Google 



K»^. THE OBSERVER." 8r 

f* friend thp Vicar imdefignedly threw me into 

*' a confufion, that was excQedii^ly diftrefling^ 

*^ by repeating fome verfes from Pope's Eflay on 

** Man, in which he applied to nie to help him 

*^ out in hi& quotation : I certainly remembered 

^^ the pailage, and could have fupplied his me-> 

^^ mory with the words ; but Henry being pre- 

*^ fent, and the recoUeflion of what had pailed 

^ on the fubjc£l of poetry ruihing on my mind 

^^ at the fame time that I thought I faw him 

^^ glance a fignificant look at me, threw me into 

*^iuch ernbarraffment on the fudden, that in vain 

*' endeavouring to evade the fubjedl, and being 

*^ preffed a little unfeafonably by the Viqar, my 

** fpirits alfo being greatly fluttered by the events 

^^ of the morning, I could no longer command 

*^ myfelf, but burft into tears, and very narrowly 

•^ efcaped falling into a fecond hyfteric. No- 

*' thing ever equalled the tendernefs of Henry 

** on this occafion 5 nay I thought I could dif- 

" cover that he was fecretly pleafed with the 

** event, as it betrayed a confcioufnefs of former 

** vanities, and feemed to prov€ that I repented 

^* of them : Whatever interpretation he might 

*^ put upon it, 'ftill I could not bring myfelf to 

*' repeat the verfes 5 and believe I {hall never 

^' utter another couplet whilft I live 5 I am cer- 

*' tain I (hall mv^r make one# 

Vol. !• G « I inclofe 
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"^ ^1 Jrictefe yoU a ccpf of niy fath^^s letter t^ 
?• li€nry j And am^ Sk, 

« Your fiiieer^ fticiri^ 

^ And mdft obliged ftfvant^ 

"^ Though Ate Icttery of which idy amiaii^e cer^ 
rcfpondent has incfofed a copy^ is haftily ^itteif 
in the buftlc and hurry of fervicc,* yet as it 
brcaihes the feittimcnts of tbe friend, the fettef, 
and the heroi and as every relick rf fo venerable 
^ chafaflfer is, in my opiniori at leaft, too precious 
'not to^ be ]^reierved,,I (haM tak« permlffion of th6 
jreader to fubjoin it^ 

' .This ferverfe wind Bai dt tqfl hkm fienm df 

tohfining fi many brave fellowt in forty iind tlime 

about to tbe eajiyfo that wt are ail in highfpirifs 

^getting under weigh: The Cimmffionerp yacht h 

alongrjide and I drop thefi few lines by way of 

farewtl to ajure my bra^ bd^ that whether we 

'meet again^ or noty you /hall not hear a bad account 

tfyowr tid jhipmatey nor wirif God^s^ blefmg ef his 

' crew^ I think we Jha&foon eome into aftiony and 

that being A e cafey d^ye fee^ few words and fair -^ 

'dealing are beft between friends i Tou figiime^ if 

you ^etafrizeyyoumean to marry Nancy i that is 

^honejiy for the girl is erueUy in hve with y$u^ and 

I Uke her the better for itj afeamarCs daughter 

-fiouUl 
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Jhould he a feaman^s frifndy (irtd w^ithout fiottery I 
durCt heli^i a brufvir la(l evir trod q plqnk in thi 
Unfsjervice than ycurfelf—Jo enough cf that^ yoU 
have n^ (onfint^ andivitb it all the fortune / have 
to befiiiWy^ vAich is little more than my blefpng. 

There is one thing however I mujl warn you (jfy 
which is^ that the prl^ though of a good nature ih 
the main^ has got a romantic turn in her head and 
is terribly given to reading and making verfes and 
fuch land-*lubbers trajh^ as women ahdfailors have 
nothing p do with ; now I ivQuld $^t hay^ ^ 
make a fool ofyoiurfelf^ ^Jarry^ and rnarry a l^arp^ 
fd mfiy ihtjtifbijbe was ofnq owp begetting. If 
therefore ffapey qn^yfU con^ to an u^de,xftan4tn^ 
tfgether^ utften myf fid ^^Te/xp JbqU be f^f^ng the 
J^JhfSi rempfiber it is on ibis ^^reff e^nditm Q.t^ly^ 
^jsich J cffarge you otf your honmr to obf^rpf^ tlfc^t 
you burn her ipoisy as I will do if ever J get qt 
themy and never y^h pith her till Jhe has re- 
nouncfd theje vagaries of poetry^ which ifypu cfire 
ber of you ffMf myfiif jeaye to make her (fs good 
a hujband as you can^ and God blefs you witk I'^r : 
and tbfs yosf will obferve and ^bfy.as tb^ Iflfi will 
4fn(f te/iamenf of him whp is 

Tfurs tfU death^ 

^. S. Hmembef Ij^/lyosfj ffarry^ tpis ojdjhif 

/V ^^i fVgnk and lemardly j bia our ^jff-* 

G % aires 
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acres would not take her down^ fi they mufi 
Jiand by the confequences ; Jhe is a fine mdn of 
war at the worjl^ and if Jhe comes along-ftdt 
of the Monfieursj will give their firft^rates k 
warming* Hurrah ! we are under fail f 



UPON revifing what I wrote for Cal- 
liope in anfwer to Dr. Mac-Infidel's dit 
courfe againft Chrift's miracles, I find the argu- 
ment fo connefted with certain paflages irt 
the life of the gr«at heathen philofopher Pytha- 
goras, which the adverferies of Chriftianity have 
fet up againft the fcriptural records of the Mef. 
fias, that I have been tempted to enlarge upon 
what I gave to that young lady by prefacing it 
with an account of what I find curious in the 
relations of the fophifts and biographers touching 
that extraordinary manv 

The variety of fitfHons, which the writers^ 
who treat of Pjrthagoras^ have interfperfed m 
their accounts, makes -it difficult to trace out 
any confiftent ftory of his life : His biographers 
agree fcarcely in any one faift or date : Porphyry 
feys he was born at Tyre ; JambKdius will"have 

it 
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it to be at Sidon, probably ^s being the more 
ancient city; Jofephus fays it is as hard to fix 
the place of his nativity, as Homer's, or to 
afcertain the year of his birth. Jamblichus, 
glancing at the gofpel account of the birth of 
Chrift, fays, that when the mother of Pythagoras 
was with child of him, her liufband "being igno- 
rant of her pregnancy, brought her to the oracle 
at Delphi, and there the prophetefs told Tiim the 
firft news of his wife's having conceived, and 
alfo that the child, fhe then went with, fliould 
prove the greateft blefling to mankind j that Tier 
hufband thereupon changed her name from Par- 
.thenis to Pythais, and, when the child was born, 
named him Pythagoras, as being foretold by 
Apollo Pythius, for fo, fays he, the name figni- 
fies ; and adds, that there can be no doubt, but 
that the fpul of the cjiild was one of Apollo's 
companions in heaven, and came down by com- 
miflion from hinv When this and many other 
fables are caft out of the accoifnt it is moft pro- 
bable that Pythagpfas was born at Samos in die 
^d year of Olymp; XLVlII, 586 years before 
Chrift, beifig the fon of Mnefarchtis, an engra- 
ver of feals, whicTi Mnefarchus was defcended 
from Hippafus of Phlius, and his mother Pythais 
fi-^nj Ancaeus, one of the planters of Samos. 

" . G 5 * Nature 
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86 THE observer; Nmo, 
Nature beftowed tlpbn Pythagoras a form and 
perfon more than ordinarily comely; he gave 
early indications of a mind capable of great ex- 
ertions, and ambitious of excelling in know- 
ledge: The Greeks had now begun to open 
fchools for tie public inftru<9ion pf youth ; the 
rudiments of fcience w^re taught in thefe femi- 
naries to a degree fufficient for the common 
purpofes of liberal education, but tl^e laft finifli-r 
ing for fuch as aipired to be adepts in the fupe- 
^-ior learning of the times was only to be ob- 
^ned amongft the Egyptian and Chaldean 
fages ; to ttem was the great refort of literary 
.'travellers ; from their foufce Greece had derived 
her fyftems of theology and natural philofophy. 
The Egyptians were in pofle&bn of many an- 
cient traditions of Mofaical origin, though dif. 
guifed by eijiblems and hieroglyphics, which 
Greece in adopting was never able to develope, 
and of which it is probable d^e Egyptians 
.Jhemfelves had loft the clue : The Gr^eeks, ever 
fince the time of Cecrops, h^d been progref- 
fively ere£Hng a fabulous arid idolatrous fyftein 
.of theology upon this foundation^ The Egyp- 
tians, in very early time under cert^n types arid 
fymbols had fhadowed out the attributes of the 
4eity, the great events of the deluge aiid re- 
jpeopjing of the earth, and thefe being received 
8 by 
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hy iber Greeks iaa literal jeqfe, geoeratffd iji jthe 
eikl a mukimdiooos race of deities with a tbou* 
iand <JiiiBecical rites .and ceremonies, which al^ 
l<9getfaer £Mrmed fo pu^zliog a compound of ab* 
iurdi^ ^hat no two thinking heathens agreed in 
^ fame creed: Still theyivent on accumulator 
.«Fror 4]{)an ^ror ; evny j^hiloibpher, who re- 
turned fr^m £g3^ imported {amc addition to 
the Aocl^ ^ Olyinpus was crowded with divi« 
^lities. %{^e heathens had ^ver defined their 
letlgio^^ and »eftabliihed it upon fjdlem, thgjT 
^v^oftdd hare defiroye,d it ; but wsbslft every mm 
might think for himfelf, and every 01^ ^ndap 
iiikQugbt ^ ally got rid of his xtifficukies by {iip« 
^ofing ijbere was fememj^ery in the cafe, ^bidi 
,he ^icber 4id not^trouble .himiiblf to intej^pcet, «r 
. interpr^ed '^s^ faw^t, the iai{ni«ng'fabric ilood, 
and, magnified through the miftsof error,,appcar- 
,cd to h9v6 a dignity and 'fubftaace, which upon 
ie%aiBiiiati.Qfi«|id fcmtk^.wo^ldrjiaTe vaaiCbed, 

The pjufcnts of Pythagoras jnst him £rft und^r 

.Ibe tuition f>f Pherecydee of Syrus.: ^Pheregrd^s 

AiA ni>t die ^tiU Olynf^)- LX^L i^ that Diogeni^ 

La^ti»is »ml|ft be flfigrgndy^mHlake&i in fayii^ 

tbntPyldi^oias ftudiad i^nder'ttus philofQpher.till 

t*hi$ dba^ : He fwas very young when h^ went in^ 

; Syf ia for til¥S purpofe, for be reiiirecd to Samos 

t.|D ;hi6jpaj5(^|% .^ after iludyjpg .fqme time 

G 4 under 
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88 THE OBSERVER. N* lo. 
under Hermodamas there, fet out upon his tra- 
vels into Egypt at the age of eighteen. At this 
early age he .had acquired all the erudition the 
philofophers of Greece could give him ; he had 
already vifited many cities of Syria, and performed 
his initiations : It is faid he had confulted Thales 
in perfon, and been advifed by that fage to pro- 
fecute his ftudics amongft the learned Egyptians ; 
but this is doubtful ; it is altogether improbable 
that he fhould depart from Samos at the age of 
eighteen upon the patriotic motive afcribed to 
him by Laertius of avoiding the growing tyranny 
of his countryman Polycratesj efpecially when 
the fame biographer informs us, that he took 
letters of recommendation from Polycrates to^ 
King Amafis, defiring him to give order for 
Pythagoras's being inftrufted by the Egyptian 
priefts. 

With this letter Pythagoras repaired to Amafis, 
and obtained an order to the priefts, agreeable 
to the requeft of Polycrates ; with this he went 
firft to the priefts of Heliopolis ; they declined 
the execution of it by referring him to their bre- 
thren at Memphis, as being their feniops in the 
facerdotal rank ; thefe again evaded the order and 
difpatched him to the Diofpolites ; he found thefe 
&ges as little difpofed to compliance as the priefts 
of Heliopolis or. Memphis j however, as the king's 

command 
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•command was urgent, they did not diink fit ab- 
folutely to difobey it, but took a method, which 
they thought would anfwer the fame purpofe and 
^began by deterring and alarming the inquifitive 
youth by their preparatory aufterities 5 but they 
had no common (pirit to deal with ; Pythagoras 
had a conftitution, that could endure hardfhip$, 
and an ambition that nothing could daunt; he 
fubmitted to the ceremony of circumcifion, and 
was initiated into their facred rites, unintimidated 
by all the horrors, with which they contrived to 
fet them forth. They began then to regard him 
with more benignity and refpeft, and when they 
found him learning their language with furpriz- 
ing rapidity, and conforming to their difcipllne 
with the moft rigid exa<^nefs, they looked upon 
him with furprize and admiration ; they now re- 
folved to hold nothing back from talents fo 
extraordinary and temper fo conformable ; he 
learnt their three forts of letters ; they admitted 
him to their facrifices, and difclofed the moft fe- 
cret rites of their religion, myfteries never be- 
' fore imparted to any foreigner. He refided in 
Egypt a long time, during which he read the 
books of the ancient priefts, and in them he dif- 
covered the fources of the Grecian theology, 
and how erroneous the fyftem was, which they 
had derived from thefe fources j he is fuppofed 
A henceforth 
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henceforth' tb iiave held the gods ^ the iicaidMn 
in coiftempt, and t<^ iiave. enfeertaineil ftdtable 
>ifc2tt «f The One SupretEie Beifi|^. 

Having {jetfeded hmifelf in the ^g^mttry aiiJ 

^rOQftomy i0f the E'gypbmSy ani acquined -die 

ijMeivsitions of if^nite ages^ {as Vakiius Max* 

Jmus iex|)refies it) he determinQd upon txfior 

■ring new and more diftsott fcenes in fisardi of 

knovrfedge, and from Egypt went to Babjiion.; 

Ms recommendations from £g;p(>t fecuredhim'a 

reception hy die Chaidees ajKl Ma^i; here he 

was a difci^le of Nazamtns the Afl^rian, and 

we are told by Porphyry, thsDt he wds4}ariAed by 

-^aibratus &om all defilements of his hrmcr life; 

by what particular modes^of dUbipUne this pori- 

^C^ion wsls ei&ded 'Porpdiyty dods not expbdn. 

Fr&m Bd)ylon he .puihed his travels into Perfia, 

and was inftru6ted by tks Magi in iheir iieiigiaa 

and way of livings from them he received thofe 

ri^es d^kty whieh be arfte][w^aj»is'prefcribed to 

his difcipleS) with various opinions of things 

clean and unclean, which were ^imongft bis 

- inaxims : Thefe conform to the prefent prance 

c^ die firdimins, which m^y well be HUppofed to 

' have))een tnnridlahly |)refervedti)roi^ ihat fepa^ 

rtated and (acred ^Caift from times of 'high anti- 

* Qidty 5 for what intentioh can be devifed to fe- 

p»re the lon^evityafanyfyftem better thJin that 

upon 
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iupon which the facerdotal order of Brahmins i% 
eftabliflied ? By the Perfian Magi he was in- 
ft'rafted in many particulars of Jewifh know- 
ledge, chiefly their interpretations of dreams. 
We have Cicero*s authority for this part of hh 
travels ("de fin, lib. v.) and Valerius Maximus 
Tays the Perfian Magi taught him a moft com- 
pleat fyftem of ethics; that they likewife in- 
'ftru(3ed him in the motions and courfes of the 
heav'enly bodies, their properties and effeds, and 
IRe influehce every ftar refpeftively is fijppofcd 
Vo have. 

Jn tlie courfe of thefe travels he paffed mofe 
l&an twenty years; he .then turnei his facfe 
"homewards, taking the ifle of Crete in hfs way: 
%ere aiid at Lacedemon he perufed their famoris 
codes of laws, and having now compleated the 
great tour of fcience, and ftored his mind wifl^ 
all the liidden treafures of oriental knowledge, he 
preftnfed himfelf for the firft thne to Ac admtr 
ring eyes of Greece affembled at the Olympic 
jGames. 

A fpeftacle no douTit It was for univerfiJ ad-, 
miration and refpeft; an underftanding fo cn- 
Mfched aSd'full in its meridi^ Vigdur was »! dtr 
^iSl, tfait file yifeft of his c6riteftiporarieis might 
Tbdk'up to tvfth veneration Kttle ftiort of iddl- 
^ffitty. Pyibagdras in this attitude^ furrouiftted ^ 

the 
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the Grecian fiiges on the field of the Olympic 
Games, whilft every eye was fixed with rapture 
and delight upon one of the moft perfect forms 
in nature, began to pour forth the wonders of 
jiis doftrine : Aftonifliment feized the hearers, 
and almoft doubting if it was a mortal, that had 
been difcourfing, they with one voice applauded 
his wifdom, and demanded by what title he 
would in future be addreiTed: Pythagoras an- 
fwered, that thqr feven fages had taken the 
name of wife men or fophifts ; for his part he 
left them in pofleffion of a diftindtion they fo 
weil merited ; he wiflied to be no otherwife re- 
membered or defcribed, than as a Lover of Wif* 
dom ; his pjetenfions did not go to the pofleffion 
of it ; and if they would call him a Philofopher^ 
jhe fhould be contented with the appellation; 
From this time the name of Philofopher became 
a title of honour amongfl: the learned, whilft 
ih2t of Sophift funk into univerfal contempt. 



N°XI. 

I HAVE obferved that Pythagoras on his rci* 
turn from the Eaft took the ifland of Crete 
Jn his way 5 here he vifited the &mou$ phiIo«- 
ibphcr Epimenides. Porphyry and Jamblichus 

xnuft 
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inuft be greatly out in their chronology wheA 
they make Epimenides one of P3rthagoras's fcho- 
lars; Laertius's account is more probable, who 
fays he was one of Pythagoras's matters, which 
tiaturally accounts for that philofopher's feekjng 
an interview with him in Crete, as he did after- 
wards with Pherecydes on his death-bed in Syria: 
In this interview P]rthagoras no doubt gave an 
account to Epimenides of the many marvellous 
things he had learnt in his travels, and fo fer the 
difciple may be faicl to have inftrufted his mafter ; 
Epimenides himfelf v»ras no fmall adept in the 
marvellous, aind propagated a ftory thro' Greece 
of his having flept fifty-feven years in a cavc^ 
and that upon waking after his long repofe he 
refumed his fearch for fome flieepj which his fa- 
ther had fent him upon more than half a century 
before ; the ftory does not fay that he found thefe 
flieep, which probably were now become more 
difficult ta recover than upon his firft fearch; 
he returned however to his father's houfe, and 
was rather furprized upon difcovering a new ge- 
neration in pofleffion, who thought no more of 
Epimenides, than they did of his (heep : ThiS) 
fleeping philofopher however filled up the gap in 
his life pretty well, for Xenophanes fays he lived 
to one hundred and fifty-feven years of age ; and 
tiie Crf tans, who* are Mars upon record, ftretch 
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tiieir account to two hundred and nine^*nin^ 
years, modeftly flopping {hort of thf ep ceptfifics. 
Deduiling therefore fifty^-feven years of fleep^ 
(during which he probably made rio great advan* 
ce^ in fcience, he might h^ve occafion to go t^ 
Jchool, when he waked, and, though an old nr^n, 
might be a young fcholar un4er Pythagpras, if 
l&ic credibUity of the above ftory can once be 

Frooi die Olympic Gam^s Pythagora? repair- 
f:d to Sarnps, ^nd opiened fchooi in a place caUe^ 
in the time pf Anti^o, {wh^ is quoted by Laer- 
-tio?) Pytbagor/e Hemicyclus. Here he began a 
^ra^icp he continued in Ital^ of retiripg to ^ 
cav.e witiiQi^t ^he town for the purppfe of ^\^jy 
Jbut in f^ the idea wgs, like mqft ptibsrs of his^ 
oriental : permits have it to this id^y, and if 
Hiortificatipn is ufc|d to recommend religion, fp- 
£tude may be chpfen to fet off wifdom. Pytha^ 
^ni3 in a caye, vifited in the dead of nig^t widi 
X7^^ reverence aijd credulity, mig^t pa& ftories 
Jtppn h^$ hearers, which he could not rijSiiue iti 
Ae face of the fun and the ftrects of t^e city. 

He: was not ^pwever fo f^r iequ^ftered f^otn 
;tlie cpnc^r/is gf the wprld, as to enjoy hio^iiblf in 
bi9 paKe ui^der t^Q ^tyranny of Polycrates, now 
Mi&rfi oppreffive tt^Mi at his departure for Egypt. 
He Aepeyppri refplved t9 g9 i»to Jtaly, a^jjd toqfc 

• DeloS' 
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iJ^los m his w»y J hfre he wrote the vcrfes qx| 
the fepulchrp of ApoUo, which Porphjrry rccpr4s: 
Fram Delos be pafled' to Phlius, the ancirnt 
country of his famihy and at Phliu^ Cicero in- 
forms us he expounded feveral points of his new 
philofpphy to the tyrant Leo, who, being ftruck 
with bis do&ine, demanded of him what branch 
«>f feience he principally profefled : Pythagoras 
replied that he profefled none, but was a J^hiJo^ 
fipher: The lume was new to Leo, and he 
^efired to be informed of its figniiication, an4 
wherein philofophers differed from other profef- 
forj of the learned fciences : Pythagoras anfwer* 
ed» Tbut it 4ifpiar4d tif him men were drazvn U 
different cbjefis and purfuits in life^ as the Greeks 
tvere to their Olympic Games^ fime fer glory^ fame 
far gain j at the fame time^ fays he, y^u mu/i havf 
ahferved that others attend without any view tp 
iither^ for euriefity and amufement only\ fi we^ 
who are travellers and adventurers^ as it W£r^ 
frmi another life and another nature^ come amongff 
maniindy indifferent to the ordinary allurements 
/favariff dr ambition^ and Jiudious of nothing hut 
4f the truth and effence of things : Sueh may be 
•called Lovers of Wifdom^ or in one word Philofo^ 
pkers'y aHdy tike the meoHcerned fpe^ators ,ai?em 
defcrihedy have no other interefts to purfue^ hut thf 
mquifitian ifkmuUdge and the rational enjoymmts 
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of a contemplative mind. — ^In this reply he glances 
at his doSrine of the Metempfycofis. 

In his f)rogrefs towards Italy Pythagoras went 
to Delphi, that he might give the more authority 
to his precepts upon the pretence of his having 
received them froni the prieftefe Theoclea. 

In Italy he eftablifhed hihifelf for the remain- 
der of his life^ and taught there forty years 
wanting one in his colleges at Metapontum, 
Heraclea, and Croton. He ftaid twenty years 
at Croton before he went to Metapontum ; Milo, 
the famous Olympic viSor, was one of his fcho- 
lars at the former of thefe places. The feme of 
his doftrines drew a prodigious rcfort to his col- 
lege ; no lefs than fix hundred difciples at one 
time attended his ledhires nightly: He impo- 
fed rules of preparation and a fyftem of difci- 
pline for his ftudents, admirably contrived to 
infpire them with veneration for his perfon, and 
to train their minds to the exercifes of patience 
and refpeft : He prefcribed a probationary fdencc 
of five years, during which initiation they were 
not once admitted to the fight of their mailer^ 
who in the mean time, like an invifible and fu- 
perior fpirit, governed them after the moft abfo- 
lute manner by mandates, which they never 
heard but through the channel of his fubordinate 
agents : At length they were uihcrcd with much 

ceremoay 



Digitized 



by Google 



t^^it. THE OBSERVER. 97 
ttrkmoay Into Ac Mrful prafence. Such t 
cmirfe of iifeipliiis coidd not fail to prcifnim 
eveif i«niii4, cd^«fcte of uoder^ng; it, f^r tbt 
marrelldiiS ftori^s, ivhldi ^ cef tain times ]^ 
iittFdckicecl into 1ms k<5^es tooching the doc> 
bine of Ae Metempfy^ofis, and die FeVelatioii 
%f ili9> «ii^n diviflfft}^ : He fcn^d itot to tel 
tkRitt) dmt Ike ii^as the Apollo of the Hyperi»o^ 
teansj and he €orr6bor&ted'6i8 aftrcioi by ex-> 
pofing to vkin^ his thig^ €o«>{Miftd ef (dvi gold ; 
Ilk food^ vAikk was of liie fimfdeft fort, was 
iconVeyed to hrm in his recefs ia a ftittftnef fo 
lecret^ that he was act difeoVeted td be MqeSt 
to the cOn»non appelates and neccAifes of Irn^ 
ifHan nature ^ his peribil was moft comely and 
tKMninaynding, and bisr dre& of ^udidd deanline^ 
lind fiffiplic^ity $ he was ^W8^ (^kdin nsMl^whtte 
]ganii€»ts ef thib pureft wool ; he told diem his 
f^l had palled iferough fevepaiancscdcfeiit forma^ 
and that it ftad oFi^nally received ftoM Mer-> 
<:ury, wfc«n it uiiK^ed the bocfy of i£ttedidx5$ 
.^fe& of ti^t Gdd) "Che privilege of migrating 
-ajf^r the deaiA <rf' one body inta Aat of aaodM, 
With the faculty rf reimmberii^ adl the aK9»oas 
^f its praeterient ftates ^ that diefe t^anfmigrai- 
i^ohs wt»i not immediate^ bur after imtervals, ict 
which bis foal vifited the regions of the oAar 

• Vol. L "^ H parted 
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parted fpirits 5 that in virtue q{ this prerogative, 
it paffed after fome time from the body of iEtfca- 
lides into that of Euphorbu$, whow^ wounded 
by Menclaus at the fiege of Troy, and in bis 
perfon was confcious of what ^ had occurred in 
that of i^ priedcceflbr ; that it next appeared pB 
earth in the perfon of Hermotimus^ who gave 
.proofs of his reminifcence by appealing to the 
ihield fufpended in the temple of Apollo by the 
hands of Menelaus; from Hermotimus it paffed 
into one Pyrrhus a fiflierman^ retaining the like 
cpnfcioufnefs j and laftly it bad lodged itfelf, 
where it now was, poflefEng all the, accumulate 
xecolle<3:iQn of its paft tranfmigrations. 

Daring as thefe fidions were, ftill they were 
credited 5 for the powers of his mind were won- 
derful, and the authority he had eftabliflied oyer 
his hearers by fuperior wifdom and ingenious 
^device was unbounded; the curiqus refearches 
of his ftudy in the Eaft, and the paffion he had 
there contracted for the marvellous and fuper- 
natural, infpired him with the ambition of pajQing 
^himfelf upon the world for fomething above hu- 
man J he had trained on, the credulity of his dif- 
ciples with fuch.art, that he found it would bear 
.whafevier he. thought proper toimpofe; he^was 
Xenfible he tranfcended all m^n living in wifdom, 
jmd be rdolyed to ^viTum^ a fuperiority of i^ture 
• -. : . _ ;ilfo. 
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alfo. The idea of tranfinigratiQn was not ftart-^ 
cd bj Pythagorks 5 it was of eaftem :origin, but 
too far out of fightJbr. zny then aUve to trace it 
to its fource^'fle told his fcholars he-fhoukt 
revifit the earth in two hundred and fix .year» 
after his death. . / 

Doiftrines like thefe were hiwrd to be neceived, 
but he ib well balanced fi£kion-.withrtnith, that 
ibey could not be feparated at the time; the 
ftrong fortified the weak fa effe<ftttaHy, that both 
took-place:togQther.; in mathexnattcsj aftronomy, 
and moral philpiopby^ he was. an unrivalled mas- 
ter ; his golden verfes defecved the name : His. 
prinoiples were temperate, mopal^ humiine, and 
above all .things, pacifying . and conciliatoiy : 
when he. admitted a difciple into his pre&nce, 4ie 
took him ever after into his moft cordis friend- 
ihip and confidence, and men efteemed it thei 
highefl honour of dieir lives to have pafied their 
probation in the fchopl of P3?thagoras^ ^nd to b» 
alliofwed ackefa ta his' perfon* 

Aft^r^he had fbid twenty years at Croton, he 
removed' to Metapoixtum, whcjte he. had- a mag- 
nificent ihcmfe; which, was afc^rwards comrerted 
into a temple, to Ceres, and a<ich<k>l.'^ch was 
called the Muf^ttm: Here he wasvlfi^^d by the 
fempus Abaris, prieft'oFthc HypeA.or©an Apollo; 
and bisrfabukms hiftoiiam give out, that having 
H 2 taken 
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taken Abaris^s arrmir, he rode ufum it. throng 
the air t<x Tanuttniimuin. in onp dajr^ thMgH di^ 
ftint from Mertapontiiin ibrne Jonf^ b\iing. Hetr-<» 
ing thftt his aged tnaflet Pherbtydea iira^ d)oi^ 
6f a loathfome di&ait in Deio% ke lisejit ^udi«^ 
and exerted all his art to recover him;, ud^ 
yrbett he was dead^ having faitried lum viA alt 
dte teravianies due to a fedrn^ he iwtittndi f»r 
Italy. This inftance of friendfliip hi die kifc 
publtc aftiqti I find ncorded in bis li& : The* 
manner oi his death is YzxvauSf. ceportsd, as 
# weU as the< age< at which he difd^ the inoft pro^ 
hable account fistesk at ei^tjr years ; as to the 
eatafl^rophe of his :deathy the relation moft to. hq 
itredited imferms lasy thfltom Cj^on of: Crotocv 
d rich) dm^icious, and di&rderJy man, having 
ofl^red ItttnAtf to the oofiege and' been re^eAsdf 
by Pythagoras, was io enraged thereby, ^tk 
having collofti4 ft' kk^ mob, he JsifEudted itm 
houfe of M^) when Pythagoras afid his difcipk^ 
were there aflfembled, and burifO the houfe witti 
«ver jr boi^ in iXy two or thnse eaoifcepteii^ who 
narrowly eiTossyed^- -Pydiagiarasy t& whom hn. 
Jiftiple^ even iff :tfae bft eactremi^ paifcl a GSsi 
reverence ahd^antemttony was foiicite^ to vaktt 
his efoape ; but not being willing to expofe. bik-^ 
felf to the people, as^ aifagifive a^ous ta pre4 
&rve life) wbetv his^ frknds tmreoa the point «f 

perifliing. 
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.^rin^n^ be refifled their entreaties and was 
j>urnt to death. To this ^'ccount I incline i but 
t>tbers contend) that he efcaped from the flames, 
and was IdUed in purfuit^ fome relate that he 
took z:ei&Ji£e m the Mufes' Temple at Metapon- 
tuin, where being kept from viftuals forty days, 
jbe was &mfJ^d y and other hiftorians with as little 
jurob^Uity on their fide &y, that being purfued 
j^o a> bean«^plpt| he there ftopped, becaufe he 
would not pa& over prohibited ground, arid 
yielded his throa,t to the pvrfuers. • After his 
4c^ bis furvivi^ difciples were diipei&d IxOM 
Greece ^d the neighbpurii^ countries, 

Th^ pisn&ed Pytha^ms, ^ ^mian philofe- 
phpr, ipander of the Italian fchool^ ^d the gregt 
lliounary ^ t^ heatheo worlds 



mmis^mm^ 
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HAVINXI la.iay two preceding papers 
.bc<?n Bt foftij? puins in c€4k<SHi^ an ac* 
count of the life of Pytlui^goras from t^e m&ny 
various vwcomjip^lod pap laculars^ fevered up ^d 
dowi^i in: the works of .th« fi>phifts and bi9^ 
grapher^ touchiiig that ejOraordmary man, I 
;jiQw Coaxfi tQ jpy maiii objeS, . in which I deflr^ 
H3 tim 
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the reader's attehtiorij whilft I attempt to (hew 
in what manner the heathen writers have applied 
thcfe particulars in' opp6fitidn' to the life and 
aftiohs of Chrift ; this wHI b& the fubjeft of the 
prefent paper ; in my next I purpofe to conclude 
by anfv;rering thofe iarguments, on which modern 
cavillers have' grounded their reafonings againft 
the gofpel miracles ; a fubjeft to* which 1 have 
been led by Dr. Mac -Infidel's dlfcaurfe^ of whfch 
fome notice' has b«en takefn in former papers. 

• 'It has been unfortunate for Pythagoras, that 
•ftie writers of Julian's time, to pay court to the 

Emperor, fhottld have corrupted their account 
6f himi with fo many fi£tions and ab'furdities ; for 
he was truly a very wonderful man: But -vrfien 
they undertook to -depreciate the' chariafter of 
Chrift, his doftrines and miracles, by afcribing 
aitions to Pythagoras eqttsdpor,- as they con- 
ceived, fuperior to what Chrift had done upon 
earth, they were dthfh tj^" ftrange refources in 
deifying their philofopher; for in fa£t the time 
was rather paftifdr th^fe delufions^ deification 
-after death -was the nfcift tliat could be attem^- 
.cd, ancl even the Jfeiium Sidus heH its place in 

• the heivens' by a precarious^ tenure :' At the fame 
tibie an apoth^ojis would not ferVe 'their purpofe ; 

lit/was neceflaryto rtiakc Pythagoras a'*'g6d'or 
'the fonof a..1gdd,.iirtd ^0 give him a' fttpernatural 
*^ t ' ' birth 
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birth from' the womb of a virgin: Their next 
bufinefs was to ihveft him with the power of 
working miracles ; but here fome ftubborn faft^ 
laid in their way; he had vifited E'pimenides in 
hi^ laft ficknefs without being able to prolong 
hJs life y they were driven to ridiculous refources ; 
arid, takingAbafris's arro%v in aid, fent their phil 
fofopher upon it through the air from Metapon- 
tum to Taurominiuhi ; becaufe Chrift had walk- 
ed on the fea, Pythagoras rode through Sie fkies ; 
Jbecaufe Chrift had been forty days fsfting in the 
wildernefs, Pythagoras was to be forty days with-- 
out food in the Temple of the Mufes at Meta- 
pontum; becaufe Chrift defcended into Hades, 
and rofe again from the dead, and appeared upon 
■earth, Pythagoras delcetided to the fhades below, 
remained there, a compleat ' year," faw Homer, 
Hefiod, and other' departed fpirits, returned upon 
earth wan and emaciated, and reported what he 
had feen in full aflembly of his difciples, whilft 
his mother, by his fpecial dir^ftion before his 
defceht, regiftered Upon tablets all that paflcd, 
^hd noted the times of hiY temporary death arid 
r'efurredlidn ; to carry on the competition, he was 
-made to allay wirids, tempefts, and earthquakes, 
to cure difeafes, whether of mind or body, and 
to foretel to certain fifhermen, whom he found 
at work, how mj(ny>'fi(h they Ihould inclc^' in 
H 4 ^ their 
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thqir net : The reacjer, who h#is contiltcd P«r-^ 
phyry and Janiblichu% v^ call fo a^iyl 9Shei' 
ppuicidencies. 

With wha^ fuperioir what iiico^eftibte ftwngdi 
qf evideQce does the difcipk of Chrift meet the 
4ifciple of Pyth^oras in thi« comp^tfifon betweca 
tiieir n^afters ! The heathen teacher was ^moft 
«^ miracle of erudition > he trayerfed the ]^aft im 
|iivrfuit pf fcience, aiid coUe^d knowledge^, 
whefeyer it was to be found, with unr^nitting 
induftry : Chrift lived in giriivacy and obfeurit)^ 
educated only in tha humbk trade and jKcupa;*! 
tioa of hi^ parents, to whom he was obedient 
and devoted, till he iet out upon tb« funi^n^ 
of. hia o^iiEon, The perfon of the firfl; was cap* 
tiv^tmg n^d comely, not to be approached but 
with aw^' and adoration, with preparatory pe- , 
xiancQS and rigid initiations,^ with every artifice 
to fet him off that human wit could devife^ th^ 
other was de^ifedandrijeSlidofmtn'y the fimpleil: 
and {lie meekeft being, that ever walked th^ 
earth $ converfing freely with all men, prefent-r 
ing himfelf to the poor and.lowly^ to women and 
tp litde children ; in him was vo forvfk af t^nulu- 
nefs^ that men fhould defire i nq artifice or trick 
fo cateh appl^ufe ortoexeitefurprize: Ifheex* . 
crcifed his miraculous power in healing the in- 
^rxt^ or reyiving ^ dea^ he did i^ m filencei 

and 
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9(^ utii4er injuni^on of fecrecj, direSlng mea 
to pay their thinks to God alone, and forbidding; 
tbem €V^ lo^all Urn good« No magic num^ 
b«ff«, Aor my&ic (ymhcis obfcured his do&ines^ 
but he delivered the fimple fyftem of his pure 
/nor^ty in little eafy ^ecdotes, levelled to tbo 
ici^ateityi and fitted to the memory of the poor^ 
and moft illiterate. From fuch he chofe his 
4ife4pk$| diat the wifdom of this world might havfc 
no fbar-e in his. miniftry, and he reiled upon the 
^eakeft agents the talk of preaching and pr<)pft- 
gatii^ the fublimaft religion. Gloomy citthufi*- 
8fi$ have baried themfelves in defart» and.ca*^ 
¥«rB3 of the i^rth to brood in folitude and.^nd 
^^eir days in penances and prayers j ambitious 
4finOv^ors have beei^ carried to the higheft pitcii 
HQ^ hu^an greatnels by becoming founders of ft 
fiew religion; but Cbrift taught his diicipkft 
iiieidie^ t<^ fliun ibciety, nor to diftvirb s^u^ort*- 
ii^ ; he JoW them indeed that they ihould die? 
ipt, tb^ faith they profefi^d, b^t it was not the 
^a^ of foldiers, but of martyrs, they ihould 
Aifier, and thefe precepts he confirmed by his 
symx ejcample^ being Ud like a l(mA ta thefioM^^ 
■fer I if lliey, vt^ho profeis hi$ religion, w^e $» 
.pradtife it, Univerfal Lov9 ^d Bj^nevolei^ 
^ould obtain upon e^th^ 

But 
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Biit of the' internal evidences of Chrift*s-ffe- 
ligton I am riot now to fpeaJc ; fo long as the 
diftiA£Hons between good and <jv^{ ^xift, thefe 
«can need no defence; if men agree -in- die ottfe-, 
they cannot differ or ^ifpiite about the'otBer, 
With regard • to the^ofpei account iif.Chrift-'S 
nalriacfes, I maybe allowed in general todbfeiye*, 
that -thefe forgeries of Porphyry and Jamblichus 
in imitation of them, warrant a feir prefum^tion, 
that if thefe writ?ers could have difproved tfife 
:ludioritife9 of the Evangelifts, and controverted x 
^ie ilftftter of fa£t, they would not have reforted 
to fo indocifive and circuitous' a mode of oppbfing 
them, as this which we are now exaj^ihing : 
•Men of fuch feartiing as thefe WTiter$,' would 
not have rifqued extra vagstnt 'fiSioris inerely to 
keep'way •^kh a hiftory,. which they h^i^^oftt 
imtnecfiate means •of refuting: Oii the- bthci: 
hai^'" if their abfiirdity fliould lead any man to 
fuppofe, thlat they forged thefe accounts by way 
of panidy and in ridicule of the gofpels, the ac- 
ccntnls themiielves give the ftrongeft eviAsnce' to 
the c<>n!trary,"and it is clear beyond a doubt^ thk 
•boife" porphyry and> Jamblichus melin to be ere* 
^te4>m thdr hiftoi-ies of Pythagoras, as'ferioufly 
tk^Pbiteftratus does in his of Apolloiiius Tyai- 
oeus. ' 
-.1 ' " This 
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■ This will more fully appear by referring to 
the circuitifbnce^, that bccafioncd thefe hiftories 
to be written. 

Chrifl having performed his miracles openi 
iy and befoCre fo niany witnefles, it i^ not found 
that the matter of facS was ev^r ' qneftioned 
by any,- who lived in that age: Orf the con- 
trary we fee it w^s acknowledged hf Ms moft 
vJgilant enerriies ' the Pharife'es : Tliey did ' not 
deny the miracle, but they afcribed it to the aid 
of the prince of the devils; fo weak a fubterfiige 
againft the evidence of their own fenfes probably 
fetisfied neither themfelves nor 6tbers; if it had, 
this adcu&tion of forcery (being capital by th^ir 
law, and alfo by that of the RoniahsJ would 
-have been heard of, when they Were fo much to 
feldc* for crimes, wherewith to eharge him on his 
trial : If any man fliall objeft, that this is argu- 
ing out of the gofpels in favour of the golpels, I 
^contend that this matter of fe<9: does not reft 
folely on the gbfpel evidence, but alfo upon col- 
lateral hiftoric proof; for this very argiiriient of 
the Pharifees, and this only, is made ufe of by 
thofe Jews, whom Celfus brings in arguing 
againft the Chriftian religions; ^^d thofe Jews 
on this very account rank Chrift with- Pytha- 
goras; and I challenge the cavillers againft 
Chrift's mii-iacleseitBer ta controvert ^Vhat is 

thus 
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^us aflerted, or to produce aiiy other argunaeat 
c£ Jewifh origin^ except this afcribed to tb^ 
Pfaarifees by the gofpel, either from CeliUs^ 9» 
libove meotioj^dy or any other writer* 

Celfi^ it is well knowxi, wa$ a vexjr learned 
naan, sod wrote in the time of Adriaa or fomsr 
^ung lajter ; this was not abdve fifty years after 
die date of ChrilPs rairacles^ Celfiis did not 
controvert the accotmts qf them^ who were wit- 
nefles of the mijracles, nor attempt to fhew aisy 
inomilftence or chicanery in d>e £a8ts ibrntn-- 
ielves> he takes; up at fecond hand the old Phari* 
^ucal airgumf^nt ^f afcribing them to die power qf 
fys devil ; In fliort, jhey were performed^ he caiir 
fjot deny it j. there was no trick or artifice in the 
HerformaHcey he cannot difcover any $ tke acw 
COiu^ joS trheni^re no forgeries^ he cannot confute 
them i they are rec«it hiflories, and their authenr 
|icicy tjoo notorious to he caHed intp queftion > 
lie kiK)|WS not how the miracles were performed, 
and therefore diey were done by the invocation 
lof the devil j he cannot patiently look on and fa? 
jfaat Jea^ningy {o long the glory of all civilised 
fiations, and which he himfelf was to an emineat 
degree poffeffed of, now brou^ intodifgrace by 
.a n«w i:eUgian, profefling to be a divine revelar 
jdcn, and originating from amongft the meane^l 
imd mpft odious of ^. the provincial nations, 

and 
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%h4 p^Qgag^4 ^y dSifciplcs, wbo ivcne as tnudi 
je%i£(bd »W ii¥l^ by the Jews m genoral^ 3s ibo 
J^WSi i«*re by all oAer jicoplc. UnaMc to di£^ 
>?9Vf <h^ 9cc^iiiit audi ait a lo& hMr te» parry ifi 
i^m\ )ie«r%, dr firOuv what he fekda ti^ jfvkvier 
wrilcff?, he kas »o, <^wr ref<Hii?c^ hut to bring 
lozlKard again thofe caviUing Pbari&es^ ani 
l^iia^ tsK alEbrt in general term% (iKhkh he 
^oes mote than once) that thefe miracles are att 
ihA tricks of a fortener^ and for this he exptoOs^* 
risr woiUr fhouU take his authorityv 

I have £ud dot Cdftiis. adduces neidier oral 
SKiE iinititeA amdnonty a^nft Chrift's miracles a 
tuotl am 'wdl awaore it may he faid^ {aisd nx^ 
dern cavilkps will affe£t to fay it with triumph) 
that ax^omiei are filenC on the fubjti^; th£rB 
€re nmt which make mention of th^e mir^icJesy tA 
bitft wnu have, come Jown io out times.'^ll ^Im 
fifence ina^es a waini of collateral ^videncev 
whidti ia the opinion of o«r modem difbeliever$ 
vkiates the authenticity of the goi^eT, how mwi. 
ftronger woidd Ac argument have been in Ceik 
fin's time than, m ours f Why does he not arail 
h«|sifeif o6^it? Axfid why does, he take iuch^p^n- 
h> cqh1|ibvert.acqaBiiits of which no man had 
eieec fpdGeini'Qithes m ps^oof or diip^oaf? Mayk 
n^ be faiiiy> prefttmed^ thai he fothe^^-to jutge 
^ ir^m pbm conviction, that itwcaiR qpei»lr 
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the contrary way to what he wrfhed, and that 
the reafon why contemporary writers were filent, 
was not becaufe they were ignorant of the fa£te, 
but becaufe they could not confute ^hem ? Here 
then we will leave the cafe forthe.prcfent; the 
heathen writers, contemporary with Chrift, make 
no mention of his miracles 5 they* are interefted 
to difprove thefn, an^ they do not difprove &em ; 
modern unbelievers think this a reafon that thefe 
miracles were never performed; Celfus . writes 
fifty years after the time, never urges tWs -filence 
as an argument for their non-e3dftence, but vir- 
tually, nay exprefsly, admits Ghrift's miracles, 
by fetting up Pythagoras's in competition with 
them. ..,..-. 

Neither is it Pythagoras alone he coirlpaies to 
Chrift,' he ftates the performances of Arifteas 
Proconnefius and Abaris alfo, OfArifieasthc 
firft account we have is in Herodotus^ and he 
gives it only upon hearfay: He relates that it 
was reported of him, that he died at Proeonnc- 
fus, and appeared there feven years after, and, 
having vTritten fome verfes, difappcared; . \mt 
that two or three hundred years after he: had ;ap- 
peared again at Metapontum^ Jwhcre/Jjy.fpecial 
direftion of Apollo he. was worfliipped lab al god 2 
Of Abaris, Celfus relates,. that he;rcfde through 
the air on an arrow, p^Mfing over mountains and 
12 feas 
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feas in his paflage out of Scythia into Greece^ 
and back again into Scythia. 
. Hejrtce it came to pafs that other heathen wai- 
ters, after the example of Celfus, publiflied their 
accounts -of Pythagoras and Apollonius Tya- 
peus^ not fo much for the purpofe of giving 
the hifl-ories of thofe perfons, as to fet them up 
in oppoiltion to Chrift and his difcipleij* Por- 
phyry comppfed the hiftory of Pythagoras after 
he had written fifteen books profefledly againft 
the Chriftian religion; thefe were fupprefied 
by the Chriftian emperors whofucceeded Gidi- 
jenus,, in.whofe time Porjrfiyry wrote his hiftory 
of P)rthagoras in the ifland of Sicily, whither he 
retired in difguft with the Emperor for his fa- 
VQUr ta the Chriftians, and would have put him- 
felf to deat;h with his own band, if Plotinus bad 
not prevented him. Galienus» foon died, and 
the fucdeeding emperors being difpofed to per- 
fecute the . Chriftians, Porphyry publifhed his 
hiftory. J^mblicttus publifhed his account of 
l^ythagor^ in the reign of the Emperor Julian, 
with whom he was, in high favour, as the letters 
of that Emperor fufficienjtly teftify. Hierocle? 
olfo in the time of Dioclefian publlilied two 
j>poks ag^init the, Chriftian religion under t^f 
.title Qi;Phila^tj^fs^, and for , thefe was promoted 
by Galcf ius itq^h^ing chi^f judge at;Nix:amc- 
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iia to the g6vtmmtnt of Alexandria. Th^ft 
books are now loft, but we are informed hf 
Eufebius they were ' mofllty copied from Cthlli% 
knd fet up Arifteas, Py&agoras and AfdloitiM 
Tpileus againft Chrift, whom he fey* the Chrifc 
tians^ on account of his doing a few tenatyai^ 
call a God, and cenclud^s with ibcfe wotd^, vie« 
y^tf^ it is worth cdtijidering that tkofe things ^ 
Jefus are hoajled 0/ Feter and Paid, and fhnU 
0th&s of the likefirt^ liars and illiterate and im^ 
fojibrs'y hut for thefe things ^f Apoll^im^ we have 
Maxtmus and bamis a philofopher^ whff lived ivkh 
hiniy and Phihjlratus^ men eminent fir their karft* 
ing and lovers of truth. 

As for thcie witncfles to Phildlratus's legeni 
c^ A{k>IIoniiis, Maxtmils's. minutes go na farter 
0ian to two or three y«ars of A^oSomus's li& 
pafled at iffigacj when he was aboUt twenty yeto 
old \ and what he had ^6m Damis was a ia})le^ 
book of niinuteSy which a namelefs man, pre« 
tending to be a relati<m of Damis, brought t» 
Julia the mother and wife of Caracalb, and wei« 
by her given to the Sophift Philoftratus «> drefe 
up in handfomer language. 

Such are the authorities for die legend of Phh* 
loftratus, written above a hundred years after 
the death of Apollonius, wh© died a few weeks 
after the Emperor. Domitbn in fte year of Chiift 

- 8 96. 
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96. This Apollonius was of the (eSk of Pjrtha- 
goras, and the patronefs of Philoftratus's hiftorjr 
was the monfter Julia, mother and wife to tho^ 
deteftable Caracalla* 



N° XIII. 



IT feems natural to fuppofe that any great an J 
fignal revelation of the Divine Will flioulJ 
be authenticated to mankind by evidences pro- 
portioned to the importance of the communica- 
tion. Chriftians contend that in the purity and 
perfe£Hon of their religion^ as it was taught by 
Chrift, and in the miracles which he performed 
on earth whilft he was teaching, full and fuffi- 
cient evidencies are found of a Divine Revela- 
tion. 

As for the religion of Chrift it fpeaks for 
itfelf, the book is open, which contains it, and 
however it may have degenerated in praftice 
through the corruption of them who profefs it, 
t])ere feems no di£Ference of opiniQn in the world 
as to the purity and perfedHon of its principles : 
Of thefe evidencies therefore, which are gene- 
rally called internal, I have no need to fpeak. 

Vot. L I It 
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It is not pofiible to make the &me direGt ap- 
peal to the miracles as to the religion of Chrift* 
Many centuries have revolved fince they have 
ceafed ; nature has long fince jrefumed her courfe^ 
and retains no traces pf them ; their evidcncies 
therefore are not, like thofe of Chrift's religion, 
internal, but hiftorical ; it muft however be ac- 
knowledged, that they are hiftorical evidencies 
of the ftrongeft fort, for the hiftorians were eye- 
witneflcs of what they relate, and their relations 
agree. • 

It is eafy therefore to fee, that if the (yfteia 
of Chriftianity is to be attacked, it is in this part 
only the attack is to be expecSted. This has ac- 
cordingly taken place in three different periods, 
and in three different modes. 

The unbelieving Jews, contemporary with 
Chrift,. before whofe eyes the miracles were . 
performed, could not difpute their being done, 
but they attempted to criminate the doer by ac- 
cufitig him of a guilty communication with ievil 
fpjrits, afcribing his fupernatural deeds to the' 
power of the devil. The heathens, who had 
not ocular dehionft nation, but could not conteft 
fk&s fo well eftabliffced, made their attack upon 
his miracles, bjHnftancing others, who had done 
things altogether as wonderful, viz. Pythagoris^ 
Abafi$, ApdIlonittS) ^d others. 

I Thwr 
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Thus the matter refted for many ages, till 
modern cavillers within the pale of the Chriftian 
church ftruck upon a new argument for an at-^ 
tack upon Chrift's miracles ; and this argument 
having been Woven into a late publication, whofe 
hiftorical merit puts it into general circulation, 
many retailers of infidelity, (and Dr* Mac-Infidel 
amongft the reft,) Ijjivc caught at it as a difr 
covery of importance, and as they have con- 
trived to cQnne6l it widi topics of more erudi^ 
tion, than die generality of people are fornifliei 
with, on whom they praftife, it has been propa** 
gated with fome fuccefs, where it has bad tht 
advantage c^ not being underftood* 

The ftrength of this argument lies In the di& 
covery, that contemporary authorities are filent 
on the fubjed of Chrift's ihiracles : Naturalifts 
and the authors, who record all curious and ex-* 
ttaordinary events of their own or of preceding 
times, make no mention of the wonderful things, 
which Chrift is (aid to have done in the land of 
Judaea J in Jlhort, the Evangelifts are left alone 
in the account, and yet fome things are related 
by them too general in their extent, and too 
wonderful in their nature, to have been pafled 
over in filence by thefe authors,* or in other 
wptrds not to have had a place in their collec- 
tions : The eldes Pliny and Seneca they tejl us 
I a we:^e 
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were living at the time of Chrifl's paffion ; the 
Evangelifts relate, that there was darknefs ovet 
the bee of the earth yvbtii ChtUt gave up di6 
ghoft, and this darknefs was miraculous, being 
out of the coorie of nature^ and incidental to the 
divinity of the perfon, who was then offering up- 
his life for the redemption of mankind ; againft 
the veracity of the gofpd account relative to this 
particular prodigy the attack is pointed; and 
thejr argue, that if it extended over the nvhole 
earth, elder Pliny and Seneca with all others 
who were dien living, muft have noticed it ; if 
it was local to the province of Judaea, men of 
dieir information muft have heard of it: Each- 
6f thefe philofophers has recorded all the great 
phcenomena of nature, which his curioiity and 
care could get tc^ether,. and Pliny in pardcu^ 
lar has devoted an encirr chapter to eclipfes of 
an extraordinary nature,, yet does not mention. 
Ihls at die Paffion : The defeaion of light, which 
followed Csfar's murder was not to be compared 
with what the gofpel relates of die prseternaturaL 
darknefs at die Paffion, and yet moft of the wri- 
ters of that age have recorded die former evtnt^. 
whilft all are fiknt as to the Iztter '^Therefrrt H 
did net happen^ 

This I believe is a fair ftate of the argument 
and^/ if there be any merit in the difcoVery, it 

certainly 
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certainly refts with the moderns; for neither 
Celfus, Porphyry, nor his difciplc Jamblichus, 
have ftruck upon it, though the firft-mentioned 
wrote againft Chriftianity in the time of Adrian, 
who fuccecded to the empire eighty yestrV after 
Chrift's paffion; as for Seneca, he dieil about 
thirty years, and elder PHny three and forty 
years after Chrift, 

The fathers of the charch it feems are divided 
in opinion as to the darknefs at Chrift's paffion 
leing general to the whole earth, or local only 
to Judaea. As the decifion of this point does 
not afFeft the general queftion, the abettors of 
the argument are willing to admit widi Origen, 
Beza, and others, that the prodigy fliould be un- 
derftood as local to that part of the world, ta 
which his other miracles were confined, and to 
whofe conviSion, if it really happened, it is na^- 
tural to fuppofe it fhould be fpecially addrefTed* 

Allowing this, thefe reafoners contend that it 
muft of necefSty have "been reported to Rome^ 
and that report muft have been known to Seneca 
and elder PSny, and, being known, muft have 
^en recorded by one or both. Thefe pbfitions 
merit examination. 

The firft point to be taken for granted is, Aait 

Ae miracle of (he three hours darknefs upon the 

foffion of Chrift muft neceffiuily have been 

1 3 xeportei 
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reported to Rooie : This report was either to 
<;ome in the ftate difpatches of the Procurator 
Pilate to the court of Tiberius, or from private 
communications : Of the probability of the firft 
cafe the reader muft judge for himfelf from 
circumftances ; it is merely matter of fpecula- 
tion: It involves a doubt at leaft, whether the 
Procurator would not fee rcafons pcrfonal, as 
>vcll a$ political, again ft reporting to the court 
an event, which at beft tended to his own cri- 
inination, and which, if he had delivered it for 
truth, might have alarmed the jealoufy, or roufed 
the refentmeot of his fovereign. The idea eif- 
tertaincd by the Jews of deliverance from the 
Roman yoke by their expeSed Meflias, was too 
general to have efcaped the knowledge of their, 
watchful tyrants, and it does not feem likely 
any Roman governor of that province would be 
forward to report any miracle, or miracles, that 
had reference to a perfon, who having fet up a 
new religion declared himfelf that very Mef&as, 
which the Jewifh prophecies foretold fhould ap^ 
pear to extirpate the Geqtile idobtry : If this be 
a, reafon for the Rpman Prqcurator in Judjea to 
be filent on the fuhJeS, it is no lefs fo for the 
people of Rome to rejeft the reports of the 
Chriftians themfelves, if they ventured anyj and 
9s for the unbelieving Jew^, it is not to be ex-r 

pefted 
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pedled they would contribute to fpread the evi- 
dencies of Chrift's divinity. • 

The next point to be taken for grantcid in the 
argument under examination is, that this report^ 
if adually made, muft have been knovi^n to the 
philofopher Seneca and the naturalift Pliny ; and 
I think it may fairly be allowed, that an event 
of this fort could not well foil of coming to the 
knowledge of Seneca, and even of Pliny, (tho' 
he died forty-three years after the time) if the 
government in Tiberius's reign had been made 
acquainted with it by authority, and had taken 
po meafures for. fupprcffing it, or any accounts 
][>ublifhed at the ^ime refpeding it $ for after all 
It muft be obferved, that this event, not being 
found in Pliny's Natural Hiftory, nor in Seneca's 
Enquiries, does not by any means decide the 
queftion againft any accounts being publiihed, 
but leaves it ftill open to conjeSure, (and vwth 
fome reafon) that fuch accounts might have been 
fupprefled by the heathen Emperors. 

But waving any further diicufEon of this point, 
we will pafs to the third and laft pofition, in 
which it is prefumed, that if this praeternatural 
eclipfe at Chrift^s paiEon was known to Seiieca 
and Pliny, one or both muft have recorded it in 
their works. 

1 4 TWs 
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This I think is begging a cjueftion very hard-, 
ly to be granted 5 for. thiefe writers muft bavtj 
ilkted 'the event; either as a thing credible^ or 
4oubtfuI, or incredible; they muft either have 
grounded it upon authority, or reported it upoq 
liear^; they muft have admitted it with its 
date and circumftances at the very crifis when 
h happened, and in that cafe ^rfiat v^uld hjave 
1>een the confequenee of fuch a publication f 
The Chriftians would naturally have made the 
^plication to the paffion of Cbrift, and how 
dangerous was it for a heathen to admit a £u9: 
Open to'fuch an interpretation? A Roman phi; 
lofopher, giving a feri<>us hiftpry iC^ extrapnU-p 
liary'and prodigious ey'enls, .w0uld mstke his 
court bat 31 Isq a faeatfafen ^r&eoting Emperor^ 
byadhiittkig this into the.' acicQunt^ vnlefs it was 
tx> coiifiite it : Now*this does aoC appear to hav^ 
been in contemplation of Seneca or Pliny ii| 
any .'part of tlieir writings ) each 6f thefe autfaoni 
tells us what he credits and wi&es ^to be ctedilr- 
^d, not what he diibelieves and wifties to con- 
fate : TbedgfcaiQn of light at die time of Csef^ 
lar's deadi was die creed of the court; the hjU^ 
torians, natutdifts, and even the poets^ cde- 
IJratefd 'that^phGcnbdienon) aAd it did not lofe 19 
their relations ; but in the cafe of the d^knefs 
at Chrift's death, a bfUi^yer in Him and his mi* 
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racles draws a ftronger. argument for his bellrf 
from the filence of Seneca and Pliny, than anjr 
caviller can urge againft it from the lame cir- 
cumftance : If we admit they knew it and yet 
did not record it, are we not better founded in 
fuppofing they were fdent, becaufe they could 
not controvert the faO, than our opponents are 
in {sLjing it did not pafs^ becaufe tbey do not 
mention it? It is too much to require of wit- 
j^efles, that they fliould depofe to a fa£l, which 
is to convi£l themfelves : I muft therefore ap- 
peal to the candid reader, whether a philofophet 
ivriting in the court of Nero, who had charged 
the ChriftianS with the burning of Rome, and 
was devifing terrible and unheard-of modes ciF 
torturing them upon this charge, who had be- 
Jieaded Paul and crucified Peter for preaching 
Chrift and the redemption of mankind earned 
by his Paffion, whether a heathen philofopher t 
fay writing at this very time an account of ex-^ 
traordii»ry, but what he delivers as true, events 
in nature would venture upon putting into his 
account a miracle, tending to confirm the divine 
nature. and mjffion of that perfon, whofe imme-t 
diate followers were then fufi^ering under thq 
moft determined perfecution ? No heathen wri^. 
ter in his fenfes would have ventured to give 
fuch an account, Peter and Paul declared for 
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the miracle, and were martyred for their doe* 
trine ; the gofpel account declared for the mi* 
^cle and no one Roman writer controverted 
the afiTertion; this was the time for Seneca, 
for Pliny and other he^athen writers to cry out 
againft the glaring fifiion, Dt the Chrifiiansfay 
there was a general darknejs when their mafter 
ejfpired? JVe appeal t$ the fa^ againft them; it 
reached not us at Rome ; the light of that day was 
Jiie the light of other days : Do they fay it was 
partial to Judaa only ? Be it fo ! We meet them 
on their own ground i we appeal to the Procu^ 
rotor Pilate^ to the noble Romans refident in ^«- 
iaOy to the foldiers^ to the very Centurion^ who 
attended his execution^ to witnefs againft this im-^ 
fudent attack upon men*s fenfes. Let them pretend 
that he healed the fie k^ cured the lame^ turned water 
into wincy or performed a thoufand other juggling 
trickSy but darknefs over a whole province can he 
confuted by the tejlimony of a whole provinccy and 
to this we appeal. — ^Was this faid? Was this 
appeal made ? Strange perverfion of reafon to 
turn that into an argument againft a things 
which feems conclufive for it ! at leaft no nega- 
tive can come nearer to conclufion, than con- 
temporary filence in a cafe fo open to confuta- 
tion, had it not been true. 
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]^ut Seneca and elder Pliny did not fee the 
go/pel — ^Let it pafs 5 let us grant all that the ar- 
gument fuppofes ; why are we told of no con- 
futation of this miracle by any heathen writer 
contemporary with, or pofterior to the gofpel 
account of the Paflion ? The aflertion of a prae- 
ternatural event, fo generally notorious, muft. 
have been open to proof. Would Celfus have 
overlooked it? Would not Lucian have taken 
it iip ? Should not we hear of its having been 
urged by Porphjrry, who was fo voluminous a 
Controverfialift ? Should not we meet it in Juli- 
an or Philoftratus? Should we hear nothings 
that could lead us to believe it was controverted 
by Jamblichus, or Hieroclcs in his books entitled 
Philalcthes ? If the filence of the heathen writers 
is to be appealed to for the purpofe of impeach- 
ing Ghrift's miracles, let the appeal be made; 
whilfl we confine ourfelves to the defence of 
thofe miracles only, which are recorded in the 
Goipels and Ads of the Apoftles, neither the 
filence of ancient, nor the eloquence of modern 
opponents, can ihake the records^ on which we 
ground our faith. 
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I 

N'XIV. 

THAT ^riod of the Athenian* hxflory, 
which is included within the aera of Pifi- 
flr»tus and die death of Menander the comic 
poet, may be juftly ftiled ih literary age of 
Greece. I pyopofe to dedicate fome of tbefe' 
papers to a review of that period ; but as the 
earlier ages of poetry, though in general ob-- 
icure, yet afford much interefting matter of en*- 
quiry, it wiU be proper to take iq) the Adienian 
hiftory from its origin, becaufe it is fo connefied 
l(d& the account I mean to give, that I cannot 
^therwife pnefence that order and contkiuaticm 
in point of time, which peripicuity requires. 
. This account nyiy properlyi>e called a hiftory 
9f the human undeiilanding within a period pe- 
culiarly favourable to the produdion erf* genius % 
and, dioi^ I cannot expert that my kdiour wilt 
in die end fturnifli any thing more than yfMi 
ewery Kteraiy man has ftoted in his memory, or 
can refovt .to in bb boobs, iUll it will have the 
merit of being a fele£tion uninterrupted and unr 
mixed with odier events, that crowd and obfcure 
it in the original relations, to which he muft 
ctherwife refer. The wars, both foreign and 
domeftic^ which the final! communities of Greece 
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were perpetually engaged in, occupy much the 
greater part of the kiflorian's attention, and Ithe - 
reader, whofe enquiries are direfted to the fub- 
jeft I am about to treat of, muft make his way 
through many things, not very interefting to an 
degant and inquifitive mind, befiwne he can diC 
tovcr. 
^id Sophocles et The/pis et Mfchylus utile ferrent. 

Such win not envy me the labour of having 
turned over a heavy mafs of fcholiafts and gram- 
marians, or hefitate to prefer accepting the re- 
fiilt of my enquiries to the talk of following the 
like track in purfuit of his own. 

The Athenians were a moft extraordinary 
people ; eminent in arms and in arts : Of their 
military atchievements I do not profefs to treaty 
and if the reader takes lefs delight in hearing of 
the ravages of war than of the progrefs of litera- 
ture, he may in the contemplation of thele placi j 
fcenes, undifturbed by tumult and anflained 
with blood, experience fome degree of that calm 
lecreation of mind, which deludes life of its foli- 
citude, and forms the temperate er^oyment of » 
contemplative man, 

Ogyges is generally fuppofed to have been tfaef 
founder of the Athenian monarchy, but in whaife 
sera of the world we fhall place this iUuftrious 
perfon^ whether he was Noah or one of the 

Titans^ 
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Titans^ grandfon to Jupiter or contemporary 
with Mofes, is an enquiry, which the learned 
have agitated with much zeal and very little 
fuccefe. It is however agreed that there was a 
grievous flood in his time, which deluged the 
province afterwards called Attica 5 but that hap- 
pily for King Ogyges, being a perfon of gigan* 
tic ftature he furvived the general calamity. A 
period of one hundred and eighty-nine years fuo- 
ceeded to this flood, in which this province re- 
mained fo depopulated, that it is generally fup- 
pofed no king reigned oVer it till the time of 
Cecrops, the founder of Athens^ from him at 
flrfl: named Cecropia. 

Cecrops made m-iny prudent inftitutes for the 
benefit of his rifing ftate during a long reign of 
fifty years, ^d, by eftablifliing the rites of ma- 
trimony, aboliihed the promMcuous (Commerce 
of the fcxes, in which they lived before his time; 
by thefc and other regulations upon a general 
lumbering of all his fubjefb, he found the male 
adqlts in his dominions to amount to twenty 
thoufand, every perfon of the above defcriptioil 
being dire&d to bring a ftone in his hand and 
caft it down in a ftated place : This prince, be- 
ing an Egyptian, introduced the mythology of 
his native country, tipon ^idb fo many Grecian 
fables were formed, and from wUd) a learned 

modem 
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modern has with great fagacity traced a very 
curious analogy with the Mofaic accounts of the 
early ages : The Greeks adopted the fiibles with- 
out, comprehending their allufions, and thereupon 
formed the conftitution of a religion, which kept 
poffeflion of great part of the world, till reve-? 
lation difpelled its errors and enlightened the 
Gentile nations. Till Cecrops erecfted altars to 
Jupiter, made libations and^ eftabliflied his wor- 
ihip, he was not known in Greece as a God: 
He fet up the image of Mercury, facrificed to 
Satufh, Ops, Rhea, Juno, and Minerva, and 
was in fa£t the inftitutor of the Pagan theology: 
The gods of Cecrops were foon made ufeful in- 
ftruments in the hand of the founder of a mo- 
narchy, for before he could induce his people to 
cultivate the dry and barren country of Attica, ' 
he Was forced to play ofF his new machinery, by 
raifmg a conteft in heaven between Neptune, 
and Minerva for the patronage of Cecropia, the 
capital of his new empire : He found intereft 
enough with the deities to turn their decifion in 
Minerva's favour; and by this contrivance he 
diverted his fubjefts from their maritime attach- 
ments to agriculture, and particularly to the cul- 
tivation of the olive : To ftrengthen ftill further 
the tutelary title of Minerva, he enforced the 
dedication of the cityty changing its namc^from 

Cecropia 
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Cecropia to Athens, a facrifice few founders 
would have made, and a ftrong proof of his good 
fenfe and talents for government. If the reader 
recollects the ftory Ovid relates of Minerva's 
treatment of Erichthonlus, Cecrops's fon, he 
will not conceive highly of the gratitude, or 
even purity of that virgin deity's chara<9er; 
though as we are fetting out upon the Athenian 
ground, it may he not very prudent to talk 
fcandal of Minerva ; 

At Virgo efi — negfit Jglaurusy negat anguis aperius* 
(Dar. Phryg. lib. 2. 
Cecrops enjoyed his new government for the 
fpace of fifty years, but his attachment to his 
native foil of Egypt drew him into an unlucky 
expedition with King Pharaoh, in whoie com- 
pany he viras drowned in the Red Sea, whilft in 
puriuit of the Ifraelites ; notwithftanding which 
we are informed upon the authority of the poet 
Euripides, that he was tranflated into the ftarry 
fphere, and became a conftellation of fome dig- 
nity after his death ; and if we confider what 
obligations this prince had conferred on the 
gods, as well as men, we fhall not think him too 
highly rewarded ; on the contrary we muft own 
he was rather hardly dealt with both by Minerva 
as well as Mercury; the former of v^ich fhuC 
his fbn in a chefl in company with a dragon, 
X and 
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and tht latter betrayed hi6 dai^hta* into a faife 
flr^ I an atau:h]tient^ which though it does hot 
conVifl her of vulgarity of tafte^ certainljr does 
no credit to &e chaftitjr of her tbx^tiis^ or the 
giratitude of herfeduc^ri 

Cran'aus fucceeded oa die death of Cecrops^ 
and after a reign of nine years was depoied by 
Amphi6ty6ii, Who feised the dircMie of Adiens 
and i^ndeted his name inemoraUe to pofterity 
by eftablifliing Utt great Council or Law-^Courts 
til die Ampbi^ons^ who held their meetings 
at Thermoi^ybe. This prince intnxlucfed the 
pr^Sdcc of diluting and itiixing wines ; a praftice 
tiiat obtained through all Grisece for nuny ages i 
\n memory ot which fobfer inftitution, Amphic^ 
ty^ti erected an altar to Bacchus the Upright 
and placed it in the Temple of the Hours : He 
alfo coniecrated an altar to the^ nymphs near at 
hand in the fame temple, that mankind might 
thefeby be kept ill iiiind of the gracefulnefs of 
tfettipfej^ahde, and it is Mt ea(y to find any inftance 
in the pagan woribip^ where (updrftition has been 
applied to (nore eleguit or moral purpofeSi In 
fmall conunUoIties fudk reguIati<»]B tnay be car<^ 
ri^d into efi^ wh^re idl die peo^^e are under 
tii^ eye of the fovereign, and in the fame ^hrit 
i>f reformation Ampfai6iyon published an ediS^ 
that none of his filbjtAs fliould indulge them- 
. Youh K ielvcs 
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felves in thexrffe of uncKluted'wine, except in ovXi 
filiall glafe aft6r their meals to give them a tafte 
of the potency of the god > under this reftriftion 
he permitted the free ufe of diluted wines, pro- 
vided they obferved in their meetings W addrefe 
their libations to Jupiter the pf eferver of man's 
healths 

This virtuous ufurper, after an £idminiftratioii 
of ten years, was in his turn expelled from the 
throne of Athens by that Erecfathonius, the fon 
of Cecrops,.whom Minerva fhut up in acheft 
with his companion the dragon, and committed 
to the keeping of his fiftefs : This is the perfon 
whom Homer mentions in his fecond book of 
the Iliad by the name of Erechthcus : He is ce- 
lebrated for having firft yoked horfes to a cha- 
riot, and alfo for introducii^ the ufe of fdver 
coin in Attica* 

Primus Erechthonius currus et quatuor aufus 
Jungere Equos^ rapidi/gi rotis inftfteu Vi^ior^ 

But the inftitutions which have rendered the 
name of Erechthonius famous to all pofterity, 
are thofe of the Eleufyntan Myfteries and the 
feafts of the Panathenata. The firft of Aefe he 
.eftabliihed in honour of Ceres, on account of a 
feaibnable fupply of 'corn from, tte granaries of 
Egypt,^ when" the city :and_ territory of.Athenft 
5 . . - were 
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-were in imminent danger of ftarving by an 
extraordinary drought: Thefe facred myfteries 
were of Egyptian origin, and as they confifted 
of forms and rites, unintelligible to the vulgar, 
and probably very little comprehended even by 
the initiated, the fecret was well kept* 

As for the Panathenaea, they were inftituted^ 
as their name indicates, in honour of Minerva^ 
and Were the great feftival of the Athenians : 
The celebration was originally comprized lA 
one day, but afterwards it was extended to feve- 
ral, and the various athletic games and races^ 
with the recitation of poems, that accompanied 
it, attrafted an immenfe refort of fpefbtors. 
Every fpecies of contention, both on foot and 
horfeback, drew the bold and adventrous to the 
field of fame, whilft the prizes for mufic and the 
rival difplay of the drama in after-times recreated 
the aged, the elegant, apd the learned: The 
conquerors in the feveral games gave entertairi* 
ments to their friends, in which they prefided 
crowned with olive in honour of the guardian 
deity : Thefe were fcenes of the greateift fefti- 
vity, till, when Athens had fubmitted to the 
Roman yoke, thofe fanguinary conquerors intro- 
duced the combats of gladiators into thefe favo- 
rite folemnities. Every age had its Ihare in con- 
tributing to the fpedacle ; the old men walked 
K 2 in 
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in proceffion with bnuiches of olire in their 
hands, die young in armour with fhieid and 
fptsLTi the labouring peaiants with fpades, and 
their wives with water-buckets: The hoy% 
crowned with gaiiands^ and drefled in frocks 
or furplices of whtte^ chaunted faymnis to Mi^ 
nenra -, and the girls .followed with baflcets,. in 
which die fiicrificing utenfds were conftatned; 

A ft^rftition, fupported by fjdendor,; and tn* 
livened wtdi feftivity, was well calculated ts> 
keep a lafting hold upon die humin mind* 



THE Eleufynian ' Myfteries, inffituted by 
Erechdionius, were celebrated in the time 
of autumn every fifyi year at Eleufis, where 2k 
great concourfe of pec^e met upon die occafion ! 
The ceremonies of initiation were preceded by 
fecrifices, prayers, and abludons 5 the candidates 
were exercifed in trials of fecrecy and prepared 
by vows of continence ; every circumftance was 
contrived to render the a^S as awful and ftrimg 
as poffible ; the initiation was performed at mid* 
Might, and the candidate was taken into an inte- 
rior facrifty of the temple with a myrde garland 
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on his head ; kere he was exainiiie4 if ht hud 
Aviy performed his ftated ahhibcms ; cleai) hand% 
a pure heart, and. a native proficiency in the 
Greek tongue mwra indtfpeafiUe requifites ; 
having paf&d thii examination^ he was ^ufanitted 
Into the temple, which was an edifice of im« 
menfe magnitude; after proclamation made that 
|he ftrideft fdonce ihould be ohferved, the offi« 
pialing prieft took, out the fiicred volumes con«» 
Xainii>g the n\yfteries ; thcfe books were writtoa 
in a ftrange chara6ler, interfperfed with the 
figures of animals and various emblems and 
hieroglyphics I they were prefeived in a cavity 
between two }arge Uocks of ftone, closely fitted 
Ito each other, and they were carefully replaced 
by the prieft with much fetemnity, after he had 
^explained what was neceflary to th& initiated out 
of them. The initiated were enjoined to honour 
their parents, to reverence the immortal gods, 
and abftain from particidar forts of dtet^ particu* 
larly.tame fowls, fifh, beans, and certain forts 
of apples. 

When this was finiflied the priefts b<gan to 
play off the whole machinery of the temple in 
-all its terror; dotei^l groans and Isunentations 
•broke out from the fane, thiqk and fvfdden dark- 
nefs iivvolyed ^e temple, momentai^ gleams q{ 
-light fia4^ ^V^ evpry now and then- with 
K 3 tremblings, 
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tremblings, as if an earthquake had fhaken the 
edifice ; ibmetimes thefe comfcations continued 
long enough to difcover all the fplendor of the 
fhrines and images, accompanied with voices in 
concert, dancings and muiic; at other times 
during the darknefe feverities were exercifed 
upon the initiated by perfons unfeen ; they were 
dragged to the ground by the hair of their heads, 
and there beaten and laihed, without knowing 
from whom the blows proceeded, or why they 
were inflided : Lightnings and thunderings and 
dreadfU apparitions were occaiiohally played off 
with every invention to terrify and aftonifh ; at 
length upon a voice crying out Conx/ Ompaxf 
the ceremony was concluded and die initiated 
difinifled. The garment worn upon this occa- 
fion was not to be laid afide, whilft it would 
hang together, and the ihreds were then to be 
dedicated at fome fhrine, as a tattered trophy 
of the due performance of the myfteries of 
Ceres. 

Thefe initiations were conceived to lead to 
'die enjoyment of a happier lot in this life, and 
to fit a man for a more dignified. place amongft 
the blefl hereafter ; and they wcJre in fuch gener 
ral refpefl;, Aat it afforded great caufe of re- 
proach againft Socrates, for having negleded 
bis initiation. The vows of fecrecy and the 
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penalties to be infli£led on violation, were as 
binding as could poffibly be devifed. 

Hitherto the rifing ftate of Athens had not 
been engaged, in war, but no fooner was it in- 
volved in difputes \^th the Eleufynians on ac- 
count of fome predatory incurfions, than the 
idea took its rife of devoting human viftims to 
appeafe the hoftile divinities and to purchafe 
conqueft by the oblation of what was dear^ft 
and moft valuable in life. 

As we arc now approaching towards the time 
of Homer, who records inftances of this fort, it 
may be curious to mark when that favage fuper- 
ftition had its origin. No example occurs ta 
me in Grecian ftory antecedent to Erechtho- 
nius, who in obedience . to an oracle, (acrificed 
one of his daughters, ind fome fay all, to pur^ 
chafe thereby (iiccefs againft the Eleufynians. 
It is however a matter of lefe wonder than regret 
how this idea fhould obtain ^o generally ; when 
a people are in the habit of making animd facri-* 
ficeS a part of their worfliip, and whofe religion 
it is to believe that intercefHon can be made 
to the gods, and favours obtained by the blood 
of viftims taken from the brute creation, the 
thought of afcending a ftep higher in the dignity 
of the oblation natur^ly leads to the hope of 
purchafing a greater reward. With thefe ideas 
K 4 enthufiaftic 
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enthufi^ftic ffiiiils, like Ihioius and Curtii^ 
amongft the ilofQftns> ru&ed upon iblf-rdcftnic*- 
tian^ ^d Er^^thomus^ king of Atfaon&» devoted 
h\^ ^ugHtef, Codru$ UmkU^I/tbeUa^drfhuUf 
^^^^s and ihf qJUi of a hi^r^ Jpr inkling tbi 
uncli^n^fan^ifi^h t^ the pMC^yimg tfthejtejb^ b«» 
fnuch n^rt Jk^, tht hhU^ &c« &c, &Ct These is 
a wild m^gnjtiumity in the idea highly captiva« 
fing: Ckfrt more thmi qiicq sdli|dea to this 
^on of Erechthoniu^ and i^ his pratioii for 
Sextus exclaims— 5i&4tf / fifier f^ marq illu^ri-- 
^s Jeeds Jhrittt/rpH. diO^h^ which ivm ihi daughn 
tiPs of Eire€hih»mm^ mth ail th Wioknefs if thdr 
kx ^baut tkim^ refign^d thanfehus U without nn 
gre^f Let (h^ mind be p^efled with the per* 
fuafipn Qif ii|in|ortal happsnefe annexed to di^ a^Q, 
and there will \t no want of candidates <x> ftrug^ 
gle fpr t^ glorious prerogative*. Erechtbomus 
and biS) ^^ught^s were affioeiated ta die deities 
^er th^r fkath) altars v«ie dedicated and a 
temple i^ff^d to them in the citadel of A^ns, 
yrhene diyiufi hQnwrs were paid to their memo* 
)pieSf Tb^ El^ufynians wen defeated and de-. 
^jp^aled of all they pofleflbd, except the myfteries 
^ Ceres s^bovf mentioned i of thefe they were 
kft in un()if|urt>^ enjoyment : Their king £u^ 
molpus was fl^ in bs^tde, but Neptune, whofe 
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fon he wae, revenged his lofe by ftriking W9 
conqueror iead with his trident. 

Thus perifked Erechthonius by immeFtal 
hands, if wc take the authority of Euripides the 
tragic poet, after he had reigned fifty year^ in 
Athens ; Ii| his lime the people ef Attica, here-* 
tofore called Cecfopians, took the name <£ 
Athenians i Ovid^ wfeofe metamorphofes mix 
much anoient truth with faUe, fays that Ms 
prince at his death tefl if deuhtful with fo/terifj^ 
whether he excetted mofi in fufiic-e as a King^ mr 
in miBtary glory as a General* 

JBgeus, the reputed fe^ep of Thefeus, was 
^e eighth king ef Athens, reckoning from Ce- 
crops, and fon of Pandion II. grandfon of Erech- 
thonius, the crown having defcended regularly 
from father to fon through feveral generation^ : 
After remaining chiWlefs for feveral years Jie 
confulted the oraele at Delphi upon the mode 
of obtaining an heir ; to a very plain queftion he 
obtained a very obfcure anfwcr, and, not beif^ 
able to folvc the senigma himfelf, confulted feve- 
ral perfons upon the interpretation of it, and 
amongft others bis friend Pittheus, king of 
Troezene^ from whofe fegacity he promifed 
liimfeltf a folution of the difficulty ; This wife 
prince had a daughter named jEthra, and fee 
haying iidmittec) ^geus to a fecret confutation 
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hy night in the fane of Minerva, proved .9. 
more able interpreter of the Delphic orack 
than her father, and put ^geus in pofleffion of 
his wiihes by bearing him a fon : This fon wa^ 
the hero Thefeus, but it cannot be difguife<^ 
that a doubt was ftarted, whether Neptune had 
not a better claim to the child than -Sgeus ; for 
the princefs-flEthrais charged with admitting both 
viiiters in the fame eyenipg, and when the con^ 
troverfy lies between a mortal and an immortal 
lover, the moft that can be faid for JEgeus i$, 
that it leaves the cafe doubtful. The king of 
•Athens put in his claim by leaving his fwprd 
arid'fendals in cuftody of ^thra, when he un- 
.derftopd flie was pregnant, enjoining her to let 
the child, if he proved a fon, remain at Troe*- 
zene, until he became adult and had ftrength 
enough to remove a block of ftone, under which 
he depofited his pledges; on the hilt of the 
fword, which was ivory, he caufed to be en- 
.graved his name and titles, and -^geus declared 
he would acknowledge the bearer of thofe 
pledges and adopt him as his heir : This being 
done,. he returned to Athens and celebrated the 
Panathenaea with uncomn^on fplendor, 
. This monarch filled the throne of Athens for 
Jthe fpaceof forty-eight years and tei:minated 
bis life by cafting .-himfelf into the .(ca, thenc? 
: called 
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called j£gean, in defpair upon difcovering th^ 
veflel, that brought his fon Thefeus from hia 
Cretan expedition againft the Minotaur, approach 
the fliores of Attica with black fails, :when the 
iignal of life and viftory was to be the contrary 
difplay of ^ite ones, which Thefeusf by a fetal 
negleft had foiled to put out upon his coming 
-in fight of the coaft. 

; The impatient and defpairing parent precipi-; 
tated himfelf into the ocean and the foh fucr 
needed to his throne. There is. no hero in, anti- 
quity, who for bis .magnanimity, his adventures^ 
or the exquiiite beauty and perfeftion of his .per* 
fon has been more celebrated than .Thefeus : 
In fome. of the ad^ions of his. life he performed 
jreal and diftinguifhed fervices to his country ; in 
others he appears to have been governed mterfe^ 
ly by an extravagant and wild paflioh for adven- 
ture : No hero has iurnifliedonore' themes to the 
poets, and few prinC:es have at times deferved 
better of their fubjeifts : By his valour in a<Stioii 
and the -terror of his name he cleared many re* 
.'gions of thofe lawlefs clans of robbers and plun<«- 
derers, with which they were infefted to the 
.difgrace and danger of fociety:. Ambitious to 
.emulate the feme of his contemporary. Hercules^ 
he feems fometimes to have fcN'gotten .diat he 
bad fubjeiSs under his care and'.commaiidv ^ 
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yoved about in queft of tjventurQS, the genera! 
ehamifnon ie^ diftrefs and the fworn exieitninator 
of mofiiftQFS and tyrants, wherever tli^y were to 
be found : Preceded by his axe^bearers in com- 
memoration of his deftru^tion of the robbers, 
and carrying on his ihoulder the ponderous 
club of Coryn^tes, whom he vanquifhed, he 
marched in triumph to Delphi, MkP another Har- 
culei after hi^ labours : The bulls of Crete and 
MaradM>n and the Cremmyonian boar were tro-- 
phies, thai might vie with the hydra ; aiid Co^<r 
cyon, whom he flew, was as formidably a chanv* 
fMoqii as Antseus, and fixed the triumph of agi.* 
lity oyer ftrength : He killed Procruftes, wkofe 
icotich was as fatal as the den of Cacus* 

The&iia upon his accoffion to the government 
of Attica reformed the ftate of juftice and amend- 
ed the condition of his fubjed^s by many kingly 
Teguktions } before his time die people we#e di(^ 
perfed about the country in Aa^dl and feparated 
clans, more like the fettlements of favages than 
It regular community ; the police of courfe was 
very imperfe£l ; the laws vpiere merely local aod 
arbitrary, nor did they generally ^gree in the 
ftme definition or diftribution of juAice; to re- 
medy theft evib jhe. eidarged his capital, afifem- 
bled the peopfe from aH parts, fixed them to a 
itfidBAce in Athens wA efUbR&ed general courts 
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of law and jufticey inhere all his fubje<fts might 
refort to decide their properties, or compofe their 
wrongSy by ftated rules and inftitutesy expound<** 
cd and admintfter^d by judges competent to theif 
inbcatlon* 

Thefe are fervicr^ beiteficial to mankind, the 
ft£tions of a patriot king and legiflalor, iniinitel j 
iiiperior to tim c^terminatioii of boars or buUs^ 
die umavdlifig a labyrinth^ dr conflicting with 
a wreftler< One fiiould have thought that the 
•ambliitg ij^irit of Thefeus might henceforward 
kave fubfidfedy.afk^ )f Hercules had not been upon 
•arth, this would probably have been the cafe^ 
and he woidd have defcenctec^ to pofterity one of 
the greateft charaflers in ancient hiftoryj but 
tbe expedition aguiltA the Ama^ns drew him 
CPUt upon frefli and foolifli adventUireSyaiidi though 
his friendfhip and his lanjoulrs may have furniihed 
ploafing tales and faWe$ to Hefiod and others^ 
the hiftorian will do Well to pafs over diis period 
of his life in filence and regret. 

It fuffices to relate that Meneftheus took ^d-- 
vantage of his abience and eftabliihed himfe}f fo 
firmly in poweri that Thefeus on his return 
finding it impoffible to difpoilbfs him of his ufurp^ 
ed authority retired to Scyros, and there either 
put a voluntary end to his life^ or was deftroyed 
by Lycomcdes* 
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In the reign of Meneftheus the famous fiegc 
of Troy, memorable to all ages, was undertaken 
by the joint forces of all the Grecian principali- 
ties : The combined fleets aiTembled at Athens 
imd took their final departure from that port: 
Agamemnon conduced a hundred flirps from 
Mycenae, Menelaus fixty from Sparta, and Me* 
neftheus joined with fifty : The latter excelled 
all the generals of Greece, Neftor only excepted^ 
in military fcience for arranging and difpofing 
troops in order of battle. Homer has left this 
teftimony in his favour, and the authority is as 
indifputable as the record is immortal ; the town 
was taken in the laft year of Meneftheus's life 
and reign ; he died in the ifland of Melos, and 
being one of the chiefs inclofed in the Trojan 
horfe, had a leading Qiare in the capture and de« 
Uru&ion of that celebr^ed city, 

<« No chief like thee, Meneftheas, Greece could 
yield, 
. *« To marflial armies in the dufty field, 
•« Th* extended wings of battle to difplay, 
*« Or clofe th' embodied hoft in firm array ; 
<« Neftor alone, improv'd by length of days, 
** For martial condo^ bore an equal praife.*' 

. Pope. 
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THE expedition of the Greeks againft Troy 
has fupplied a fubjeft to an heroic poem, 
which remains the wonder of all time and the 
tjmrivalled ftandard of the epic art. It muft be 
Owned no poet ever made a happier choice, for 
what could be more interefting to a Grecian 
reader than the recital of an action founded in 
juftice and terminated in fuccefs? The event 
kfelf was magnificent ; a coalition of the Grecian 
ftates in vindication of an injured prince, who 
was one of their number. Had it recorded the 
expedition of one great monarch againft another. 
It is eafy to comprehend how much that brilliant 
variety of charafter, which now gives fuch dra- 
matic luftre to the compofition, virould have loft 
by the nature of fuch a fubjeft; whereas the 
emulation of the rival leaders conftitutes that 
compound aSion, that ftriking contraft apd dif- 
crimination of charafter, which render the Iliad 
fo peculiarly enchanting. The juftice of the un- 
dertaking fortifies the poet with a moral, which 
fecures the good opinion of his readers, and in- 
t^refts them cordially in his caufe ; it is fo per-' 
manent a plefdge for their good wifties, that it 
enables, him to throw into the fcale of the Tro-i 
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jans every epifode of pity, every ornament of 
magnanimity and valour, which can beautify his 
poem without the danger of creating felfe preju- 
dices in behalf of the offenders y in fbort, we cai| 
riiourn for He£lor and not regret the viftory of 
Achilles* 

If Homer found thefe incidents rtaiy to his 
hands, their combination was fupremely h&ff>y | 
if he created them, his invention was almoin mi-f 
raculouS. The period at which ht wrote Wais 
no lefs fortunate, being neither t6o remote td 
impair the intereft of his fubje^t, nor fo near this 
time of the action as to confine his fkhcy to th0 
limits of ftridl hiftorical truth* So wonderful 
an alTemblage of parts meet in this great work| 
that there is not a paifion in the human breaft 
but will find its ruling intereft gratified by the 
^rufal ; and it is fo happily contrived, that the! 
combination of thofe partS| multitudinous 9S 
they are, never violates the uniformity of deflgn i 
the fubje£t remains fimple and entire ; our ideas 
never ftray from the main objed of the poemi 
though they are continually carried out upon ex-» 
curfions through the regions of earth and heaven 
txpon thii ftrongefl pinions of £mcy. The mau-^ 
ner in which. Homer employs his deities, with 
the machinery that accompanies themi, gives aip 
suoasing brilliancy to the pi^tutefque and d^ 
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fcriptive poiirets. 6f the poetft ; ffle Virtues, Viccy, 
pwjttdlcfe% ^aiBbris df thofe ittiaginaij beings 
ftt thelli tWi a level ^th human nttiire fo far as 
t6 |ife tl$ ah infefeft in theil* fituatibhs, which a 
jttft€?r replrefehlation of fiip^tidr offences could 
hot ilhpart j i^hile their immottalitjr and powef 
Ittt feitgihes ih fte poet's hand, Ivhdfe inflaeiiC* 
is uftlimited bjr the laws of nature $ thefe exfraa 
Itfdinai-j perfohages, at the fame tiihe that they 
Ukfe a part very efifeiitlal to the adlion of the 
drama, bring about the incidents by thoft fiids 
a^n and fupetnatural m^ans, Vrhich mortal he- 
irbfes of the ihoft tOmahtic fdrt could not fo rea* 
dily effe£ti This is art advantage on the part 
6f a heathen pbct, for which the Ghriftian writer 
has ho fiibftitutei ; for thofe moderns, who ih or- 
der tb create furprite htvt invented capricious 
beings to prddiiCe extrlvagartt event* above the 
reach of humah pawm^ And bitlo^ the dignity 
rf diVirt^, vioktfe oai* i-eifoftj \vKilft they fthiggle 
to amufe our fancy; but the Pagan theorift can 
find a deity for every purpofe without giving' 
fcahdal to the belieYer^ or revoltihg the philofo- 
phet* f ' ■ 

Amortgft the ntimberlefs excellencies of the^ 
Iliad^ there is hone more to be admired than the 
cot-reft precifion, with which Hom^r draws his 
charafters andprcfetves them unifordxly through 

Vol. I. L the 
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the poem ^ an excellence, in which VirgU and 
the Roman poets in general are greatly his in^ 
fcriors: With Homer's heroes we have mor^ 
than hiftorical acquaintance, we are made inti- 
mate with their habits and manners, and i^en- 
ever he withdraws them for a time^ we. are 
certain upon the next meeting to recognize 
and acknowledge the fame chara£briftic traces 
that feparate each jndividual fo decidedly from 
all others,**-But it is time to return to ouil 
hiftory. 

After the death of Meneftheus the crown of 
Athens returned into the family of Thefeus, and 
Diemophon his fon, who alfo was prefent at the 
fiege of Troy^ fucceeded to his inheritance: 
Oxyntes, Aphidas, and Thymaetes reigned in 
fucceffion after Demophon, and the line of the 
Erechthidae expired in the perfon of Thymates. 
This was a remarkable revolution, for that &-> 
mily had pqiTeiled. the dirone of Athens for a 
period of four hundred and twenty-nine years. 
The monarchy, properly fo called, was ^ now 
drawing to its cqncluiion ; Melanthus, jyho fuc-^ 
ceeded to Thymaetes, was a Meflenian and a 
defcendant from Neleus ; he hjid been expelled 
from Meftne by the Heraclidae, and had taken 
refug(^ in the Athenian ftate^ he obtained the 
crown by very honourable means } Thymaetes, 
S :, .V being 
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being challenged to fingle combat by Xanthus 
king of Bceotia, declined the challenge ; Melan- 
thus accepted it in his ftead, flew Xanthus, and 
obtained the crown of Athens in reward for his 
fuccefs ; at his death it devolved to his fon Co* 
drus. The manner in which this prince devoted 
himfelf to death for his country fcarce needs a 
recital, but it is not generally known that Co«^ 
drus was in a very advanced age, when this 
event took place, and moreover that the Atheni-* 
ans urged him to the deed upon the report of 
Cleomantis, a citizen of Delphi, who made them 
aifquainted with the anfwer of the oracle touch- 
ing the conditions, on which viiSlory was to be 
obtained* .The Athenians, having prevailed 
with Codrus to embrace the fetal c6nditions of 
tiieir deliverance, facrificed their, aged monarch, 
and impreflfed with the pe^fuafibn that Apollo 
would verify. his prediction, fought and over- 
came their enemy. 

Codrus being dead, the government of Athena 
underwent a material revolution, for the pdpular 
party, pretending a refpeft to his mcimory, put 
forward a decree prohibiting any other perfon to 
rctgn in Athens by the > title of King 5 the change 
however for the prefeuf was more nofnlnal than 
effential, for thpy did not sd^er the:fueceffion, lio^ 
m«terially reduce the power of the monarchy* 
L2 The 
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The Prince, or perpetual Archoijj (for c*ch titltf 
is ufed occ^fionally) held the government for 
iife> fubje<a notwithftanding to aiccount to th« 
ftate for his adminiftration of public a&frs. 

Medon^ fon of Codrus, fucce^tf ed to his fether 
ty this new title ; Thirteen princes reignfed un- 
der this defcription from Medon to Alcmieoii 
inclufivc^ compttl\t^ip% a period of tirfce hun* 
dred and feven yeirs* 

Sont^ audiorities maift^in that HoAief camff 
to Athens in the time rf Medon, iiid w»& hcf- 
pitably received by that prince j but it is gent-' 
ratly thought the age of Hom^r does no^ ahiVftr 
to this date, and that he was born about- twor' 
hundred years after 4e fiege of Ti^y ; iiris fUfe 
within tile time of ArchipfKis, grandic»t of Me^ 
i^^ and Aird perpetual ^cbon^ /miixe begkr- 
liing of whofc jdwgn Heftad was horii; Honber 
fomc few years rfte^ at the clofe of it : Archipw? 
pus reigned nineteen years y and iUs ttf a feems 
f ftablilbed by the b^ chton<^ift$# 

Archippusy at the concki&on of whc^ admi- 
wftration we have placed the birth of Horner^ 
-fv^s iucceeded by Therfippus, vibo held Ae go* 
verivnent of Athens for a long incumbenc]!; of 
Ibrty-One years, and he w»s fucceeded by Phor- 
bas, .who yras thirty years archon ^ in the period 
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^f thcfe feventy-onc y^ars we have th^ ^theiuan 
asra of the life of Homer* 

This hftwever nfxaft in fom« degree be left to 
^Dpinion, for before the inftitutiftn of thp Olympir 
Ikds the Grecian chroiucles are fo yague and ob-^ 
feurfe that the precife age of Homer will for ever 
remain a fubjeiS of conjei^ure. The above pe- 
riod has at leaft the merit of holding a middle 
place between, their opinions, who fiippofe be 
was born foon after the fiegc oi Troy and fiich 
as contend he was contemporary with Lycurgus, 
The late Mr, Robert Wo^, in his ifliy on the 
priginal genius and writings of Homer, inclines 
to think the Iliad, and Odyfley w>cre finifhed 
about half a century after the capture of Troy j 
be has dFered interns^ evidence in fupport of 
Ais opinicHi in Homer's accoiuiit of the family, 
of ^neas, and his argument is acute and critic 
cal : They, who nuke him contemporary witl^ 
Lycurgus, hays internal evidence againft diem, 
which, though perhaps it does not ferye to efta-r 
bliib Mr, Wood's pofition^ certainly confutes 
the latter chronologifts, Ariftotle places Home? 
in the &me epoch with Iphitus and the firft 
Olympiad, but he refts his conjecEture upon the 
weakeft of all arguments ; whilft the beft audio^ 
pti^8| as well as the majority in number, point 
1-3 tQ 
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to the period which 1 have fuggeftcd ; and here 
for the prefent I will leave it. 

The lafl: but one of the perpetual archons was 
^fchylus, and in the (econd year of his go- 
vernment the Olympiads were firft inftituted 
by Iphitus at Elis; from diis period we (hall 
proceed with greater chronological precifion. 

The fucceflbr of ^fchylus and the laft of the 
perpetual archons was Alcmaeon. The people 
of Athens had new-modelled their government 
upon the death of Codrus by aboliihing the title 
of King, iid reducing their chief ms^gtfirate to 
be in faflb rather the firft fubje<9: of the ftate, 
than the monarch : This regulation appears to 
have been effefted without any ftruggle on the 
part of the reigning femily ; thirteen archons in 
fucceffioji had now been permitted to hekl^e 
government for life, when upon the expiratiob 
of Alcmaeon's adminiftration, the people thought 
fit by a frefli reform to limit the duration of the 
chief magiftracy to the term often years. Cha- 
rops, brother of Alcmaeon and fon of iEfchylus, 
was the firft decennial archon ; and this revolution 
took place in the firft year of the feventb Olym- 
piad, Whilft the Athenian ftate was by thefe 
ft.eps enlarging its liberties, Romulus and Remus 
were forming the embryo of a mighty empire fated 
in the courfe of time to become miftrefs of the 

world ; 
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world ; thefe adventurers colle£led a body of 
Latin ihepherds, amongfl: whom they had been 
educated^ and, fettling themfelves on the Pala- 
tine Mount, became the founders of Rome: 
This event is fuppofed to fall within the period" 
of the feventh Olympiad, when Charops' was 
decennial archon. It is generally fuppofed that 
this mighty empire was fet in motion from one 
Ipark, which Greece had fcattered from the con- 
flagration of Troy, and which lighted on the 
Ihores of Italy, where it was kept alive for more 
than four centuries, till Rome was founded; 
but jffineas's Italian colonization is a very quef- 
tionable point, and lam inclined to agree with 
Mr, Wood in his treatife abovementioned, that 
the pofterity of ^neas did not migrate into 
Italy, but eftablifhed themfelves in the Troade 
and reigned over the fcattered remains of the 
Trojans after the deftru£Uon of Ilium. 
- A revolution of eighteen Olympiads produced 
a third change in the conftitution of the Athe- 
nian government in favour of popular freedom, 
by limiting the archons to one year, making the 
ipagiftracy annual : Neither was this all, for the 
command was no longer lodged in the h^nds of 
one perfon only, but of nine, the firft of which 
was ftiled by pre-eminence Archon, and from 
him the year had its name j the fecond, intitled 
L 4 Bafileus, 
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B^fileus, tpofc ekarge ^f religious cer? n^onies, 
^nd thfi Ppl^Qi^rc, or fhir^ i|i ^ce^ h^d the 
conduit pf military affairs, wbtli^ all ciyil and 
judicial )>ufinef$ ivas referr^ to tbe conn* 
cil of ^ feifiaifiing fiic, called Thcfioathetc« 
No|ie biil pure Atl^en|aii3 of tbree de&ents 
could be cholbn by lot into this octumril ; an oa^ 
of o$ce was ^miniftered to them publicly ia 
the portico of the palace> purporting that they 
wo^ld execute the laws with juftice and fidelity, 
and t^k? no gifts either from their clients or tfa& 
people at large. When they had performed 
their annvial funflions, and acquitted themielvcs 
without impeachment, t^ey were in courle ag*-: 
gregated to the Areopagites, and held that dig^ 
nity for life. Every thing relating to the caro 
of orphans and widowSf or the eflates of minors, 
was veiled in the principal m^giftrate, properly 
filled Arch<»n t hfi had the charge of divorces 
4n4 ^ fuperii)te;)dance of the parents and chilr^ 
dren of foldiers, who iell in battle, and of all 
fuch citi^en^ wb? were maintained at the pub<< 
lie charge* 

Of thefe annual archons Creon was the firft, 
and was eledled about the twenty-fourth Olym^ 
piadf 
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THE A^eniin ftate continued to be go- 
vernf d by annual archone according to thp 
alteration tnade in its conftitution in the twenty^ 
fourth Olympiad, without any thing occurring 
pf iinp9rtance to merit a recital from the time 
of Creon to the adminiftration' of Draco in th^ 
|}iirty-i>inth Olympiad, The Athenians, having 
reduced die monarchical power to the moft di- 
minutiva of all kingly reprefentatives an annuaj 
archon, had to all appearance eflfeftually efta- 
^lifhed their liberties ; but it has been die fete of 
freedom to be turned into abufe in all ages, anci 
jthe licentioufnefs of the people now feemed in 
inore want erf" reform, than the prerogative of the 
Jpng had been in the moft arbitrary times. The 
moral purity of Draco's manners, and the ftern 
inflexibility of hi$ temper fitted him for an office, 
that required both rigorous virtue and refolute 
difpatch, for his time was fhort and his tafk Ia« 
JDorious and full of danger : Had his power been 
permanent, it is probable he would have (quali- 
fied die feverity of thofe famous laws, which 
from their fanguinary nature were figuratively 
faid to. be written in blood, and it is certain they 
^rjcafhe a fpiril calculated rather for the extinc- 
tion 
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tion of fociety, than for its reformation. Wc 
muft however admit the difficulty of deviling 
any code of penal ftatutes, by which degrees of 
puniihment Ihall be equitably proportioned to 
degrees of offence. Wc have no experience or 
hiftory of any fuch code now exifting, or that 
ever did exift. A citizen of the world will not. 
cftimate crimes and offences by the lame rule 
and ftandard as a citizen of any one particular, 
community will ; local circumftances will give 
fainter or deeper colourings to crimes according, 
to the peculiar conftitution of the ftate, againft 
\vhich they are committed : The Athenians in. 
the time of Draco were governed by annual ma- 
giftrates, the adminiftration of thefe magiftrates 
was made fubje£i to popular enquiry upon its 
termination ; they had expunged from their con- 
ftitution the wholefome though high-founding, 
principle, that a king cannot do wrong ; it was 
now become fcarce poffible that his fubftitute 
could do right; the people fat in judgment on 
^elr governors, and many of the moft virtuous 
ptizens in the ilate fuffere'd under their fen- 
tence : Fear reftrained the timid from exertion, 
and the allurements of power debauched the in- 
terefted and ambitious from their duty; whilft 
the magiftrate aimed at popularity, the people, 
fcecame intolerably licentious, .The rigour oC 
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Draco imprefles us with a high idfea of his pu- 
rity of princijJe; his abhorrence of the abufes 
of his prcdeceflbi'S in office, and his indignation 
againft the depravity of his fellow-citizens em- 
bittered his mind, and made him rather a mifen- 
thrope, than a ftatefman. 

. Draco feems to have confidered the commif- 
fion of crimes, not in proportion to their offence 
againft fociety, but according to the principle of 
the criminal, holding a tranfgreflbr equally guil- 
ty, whether he broke the law in the leaft tittle, 
or in its greateft extent ; for he punifhed indif-* 
criminately with death in both cafes: In this 
there is as little wifdom as mercy, and it is to 
the honour of Solon that he revoked fuch un- 
diftinguifliing and bloody laws. Juftly to afcer- 
tain and define the various degrees of human 
depravity is impra<EHcable for thofe who cannot 
fearch the human heart; nor in the nature of 
things is it poffible, for any man, or council of 
men, to form a fyftem of punifliments to meet 
the feveral degrees and definitions of crimes with 
proportioned retribution : Sentence of death is 
at once the higheft exertion of authority one 
fellow-creature can exercife over ano^er and 
the heavieft atonement any offender can make 
to the laws of that fociety, in which he is inlift- 
cd ; Draco excufcd himfelf from the charge of 

indifcriminatc 
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indifcriminate rigour by pleading that he conld 
4evife no punifhment greater than deat^ ; th« 
naUfre of tfa^ ple^i gives aii infight imp the cha^ 
ra^r of tibe masij tlia( needs no comment s it U 
l^ain however that he had no idea of aggravating 
deadi by tortures 5 he did not kn^vfy or would 
l>pt pra^tife, tbofe deteftable ar^s am) refinements, 
which now prevail in too many p^rjs of fch^ ChrtA 
^^n world, of extorting criminations and confefr 
fions by heightening the agonies pf denth, Tho 
fbort duration of his a.uthority, as I before qblerv-i 
^ precipitated him upon this fyftem of feverity, 
which time and rt&eSdon woujd probably have 
^0rre6ted: A hafty reformer is equijly to be 
dreaded with a deliberate tyrant ; legal cruelt)i 
is of all moft terrible s ^ law once made is made 
to be executed; the will of the judge cannot 
mitigate it, and the power of the fovpreign can 
only releafe from puniflimcnt, but not apportion 
Of modify it : Herein confifts the irreparable 
defe£i: of all eftabliflied rules of fixed puniihr 
ment j to include different degrees of criminality 
under one and the fame degree of' penalty is not 
ftrift equity, but to live without laws at "the 
arbitrary difpofal of any human tribui^al is flavery 
of the moil ^nfupportable fert. 

By Draco's laws an Athenian was equally 
guilty of death, whether he pilfered a cabbage or 

murdered 



Digitized 



byGpogle 



N^i7* TftE Ofi^ERVER; tsf 
murdered a c^itizen : Horrible decree ! If dio 
principle c^ punifkaietit doe^ not confift in re<* 
tehging wbat is paft, but in preventiitg the cvd* 
prit from repeating and the community fron* 
iiifferii^ Ae like or any other offence from the 
Amc pferfon, it may Well be doubted if death 
heed he inflided in any cafe j the terror of ex^ 
ampIiPi not Ae fpril of revenue, mu& coniHtftler 
Afe neccffity of futh ^ mode of putHfliments^ V 
any neceffity ^xift$ ; but if punishments may b^ 
ckvifed, by which guilty perfons (hall be made 
to atone to fociety without cutting ^em froii^ 
k) and if dlefe ptimfliments may be fuch as ibdlt 
detbr and terrify the evil-minded equally \nih 
death itfelf^ poiky^ independem of religion, trill 
be ihterefted to adopt tfaem^ 

It wsis not to be eocpt&ed that die Athenians 
would be remedied by fuch fanguiiiary law^ as 
tbefe bf IJ^acoj and they had been in operation 
nekrfy half i century^ when Solon in the tibird 
jpiear of the fbrty-fixth Olym^ad fduiid the peo-^ 
pit in as much heed of reformation, as Draco 
did in the beginning of the thirjty-fifth Olym- 
piad. 

&don was of noble birth and of an^ tlevsuted 
CbuU ite wiw aAicrid to liberty, b«t.a lover of 
ecAek ; dcifeiended from Codrits, he was a pOrii^ 
by inbcRtaince $ tftoidfgh iie >ra^^ great ad^pt m 
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the philofophy of the times, it neither Toured his. 
msmners nor left him without attention to the 
public : When he withdrew himfelf from die 
world for the purpofes of ftudy and contempla-* 
tion, it was to render himfelf a more ufeful citi- 
zen on his return to focietyt With a jfbrtune 
rather below mediocrity he had fuch a fpirit rf 
beneficence and generofity, that he was obliged 
in his youth to apply himfelf to commerce to 
ftipport his independence: Solon's philofophy 
did not boaft any unnatural contempt of pain or- 
pleafure ; he afFe<5ted no apathy ; on the contrary, 
when he was reproached for weeping at the 
death of his fon, as if it was unbecoming of a 
wife man to bewail an evil he could not reme- 
dy, he anfwered with a modeft fenfibility of his 
we^nefs, that it was on that very account lie 
did bewail it. 

The anecdote Plutarch gives us of Solon's in- 
terview with his contemporary Thales, and the- 
fiUy method that philofopher took for convincing 
Solon of the advantages of celibacy by employ- 
ing a fellow to make a falfe report to him of 
his fon's death, heightens our afFe6Hon for the 
man, without lowering our refpeSt for the fage : 
Thales in the true fpirit of fophifm triumj^ed in 
the fuperiority of his wifdom by avoiding . dide^ 
connections, which foften the human heart, and 

' vainly 
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Vainly fuppofcd he funk the dignity of Solon'sr 
chara£ter by expoiing to ridicule the tender 
feelings of the father* 

The Athenians were exhaufted by a tedioua 
and unprofperous war with the people of Me- 
gara.; the important ifland of Salamis was loft^ 
and fuch was their defpair of ever recovering it^ 
that they pafled a law for making it a capital « 
MFence in any citizen to propofe the retaking 
it; Sblon, who regarded this degrading edi& 
with honeft indignation, feigned himfelf infane 
and rufhing • into the forum harangued the po- 
pulace, abrogated the edift and declared war 
againft the Megarenfians : On this occaflon he 
addrefled the people in elegiac verfes of his 
own compofing) one hundred in number; the 
power of his mufe prevailed, for it was great; 
the people gave him the command of an expedi- 
tion againft Salamis, in which he had the good 
fortune to reduce that ifland and re-annex it to 
his country, which had made fuch public avowal 
<rf its defpair. 

Solon is fo highly celebrated as a poet, that 
(bme ancient authorities have equalled him to 
Hefiod and even to Homer : We have few and' 
ffinall remains, but many teftimonies of his wri>- 
tings; m particular .we are informed,' that he. 
compofed five thoufand verfes on the common- 
wealth 
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his own time, not as a hiftdrjr m prtiife, btit iri 
defence of himfelf, and with the rfew to enccru-t 
lage his countrymen to pcrfift in a toxktfe of 
^ubBc virtue arid private monHty. He wityt« 
iatnbics alfo and ode^^ and compofed citen bis 
laws in verfe^ of which Plurtarch has «|u6tcd Ae 
^Kprdiund. 

' He employed ftrategefti iii Ac itduftixMi t4 
the ifland of Salamis, but as the celebrated Pifi^ 
ftratiis was jdiited widi bint in this tntetptit^^* 
i$ muft not be difguifed that fome authi>ritict 
give the fuccefs of the expedition to Plfiftrattttj 
both were men cf (^onfummate addrefs aiid re^ 
fource^ and each no doubt had his fhafe Of Hieriff- 
in the fetvice ; the reputation Solon gained by 
diis eyent was ftill increa&d by his coHdiREl iti 
tii« defence of the famous temple (ff Ddphi 
againft the iacrilegious Cirrhxans; though h^' 
was only aflefibr to the gemral Qtftk^nes thif 
Sicyonian in this campaign, the fucceiiful ter^ 
mination of the war by the capture of Cirrha' 
Was univerially attributed to Solom 

Athens was now rent by popular feuds and 
&ffen&ons ; the commmrwealth was in imminent 
peril, eTety thing fending to civil tumtill aitd 
confitfion, and the people in a ftate little ihort 
of abfolutc an::rchy: In this extremity every 

eye 



Digitized 



by Google 



JIM^ THE bfiSiERVER. i6i 
eye was turned towards Solon and he was cleft- 
cd archon by the general voice of his fellow- 
citizens. It was now not only in his power to 
make himfelf abfolute mafter of the ftate, and to 
cftablifh that tyranny in his own pcrfon, which 
he lived to fee Pififtratus zfyite to and obtain, 
but that ftep was alfo preffed upon him by the 
unanimous folicitation of his friends and the 
public at large; religion had its (hare in the 
temptation, for the temple of Delphi uttered its 
oracular decree for his afliiming the fupreme 
power m Athens, and when he wifliftood the 
dazzling offer he had to combat the reproaches 
and inveSives of all parties for refufing it. A 
magnanimity that Was proof againft temptation 
was not to be fhaken by calumny ; fupported by 
confcious integrity he oppofed the torrent, and 
contenting himfelf with the limited authority of 
an annual magiftracy, framed and publiflied thofe 
mild and falutary ordinances, which have en- 
deared his name to all pofterity. Amongft the 
pacifying meafures of 'his government he found 
it expedient to relieve the people by an ordinance 
for the remifHon of debts of a certain defcription i 
riiis aft ralfed a ftorm of oppofition and abufe 
from all the rich and ufurious againfl his ^admi- 
niftration, and fome who had been his intimates 
took part in the faftion, and began to pcrfccute 
Vol. I. M him 
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him in the bittereft manucri ch^f gi^ig hitn wit& 
the me^iviefs of. ?xemptu\g hirnfe|f ^ a creditor; 
frpoi the condiripHS <rf die aft i h^ ibon turned. , 
the pdiujn of itfie charge upon ^ contrivers of 
it by giving . pufclic proof to the city Aat he 
himfclf had bepQ tiiie firft, wh<^ obeyed his owj> 
law, and reipitted a considerable, ium to his 
debtors i this piroof of his. diiuiteffeftednefs as a 
creditor convinced l^s countrymen of his up- 
rightnefs as a leg^flator^ and be ro& the higher 
in their efteem fpr the malevolent attack he had 
fe fully repuUedi Reafon and public gratitude 
at leng$b prevailed^ and the mce of &£tion be« 
ing put to filence^ the wh<dc care (}f the com- 
monwealtb was furrendered ioto his hands to be 
(emulated and reformed accordin; to his wifdoio 
and difcretion, 

So1q% though too magnanknous to accept 
the title of king, was too good a citizen to dcr' 
cline the truft,. and now it was. that be abrogated 
all Draco's fanguinary laws,^ e:i;cept thofc than 
affefted murderers : This, as I before obferved, 
occurred in the courfe of the forty.fixth Olym^ 
{Had ; hp arranged the people into feirr clailes ac<* 
cording to the diSerent prxiportions of their pro* 
perty ^ he erected the principal council of thf 
Areopagites with inferior (;ottrt^.fpr the admini- 
ftration of law and jufiice^ and pnUUhod his £i-» 

mous 
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oiousmanifeAofipr i^ndering'ia£unx>uS;9U pei-^ 
fons, y^Q lit ciwlie^litians (bould jfii|kaf^^e^|<« 
tors of thei^ countrj^'s danger hyf, pa^ia^j^&it^ 
trality ; he ena^ed many whqkTo^a^ cegfL^iw^ 
Ire^eaiftg n^rJagsSj ten^iiSie ^^ffeS enc^sfe fef 
population; >e &I{p^(ie4{Jibal^r:'f1^^ ' 

nefs puniihable by law; he put under certain 
difabilities parents,^ who were convided of hav- 
ing grofly neglefted the education of their fe- 

. miliesj and reftrai;\ed by fim^ptuary laws every 
Ipecies of public 'excefs. Many more of his 
laws might be.wwwemed| if.itjrWWfie^ef&ry 
tQ enlai^ge upon fy&^ fa genei^al^ knpwn^ hiit\it 
fwil fjtiffice to . aieniijton, that vv:hefi^e ^ad com* 
jpleated his.,f pd^ .1^ ,^uiid t^e • fen^t^rs to , th^ 
obfervance of ^ha,t it cont^in^^by .the 4blemneft 
oath he could devife, a^d .ca^fiQg his laws iQ f>e 
qigra,ven {qn taj>le$ j^j^wood^ ^luflg^ ^oa"?'"J? ^" 

'"■Ae pfibUc . cox^fs ,jth^ , no maa p^igt^t plead'igt. 

. T%,n;«urc;f:jf^^[9?^th is c^^i,oj^s^,.^e jfenfi- 

jt9r was lefl^HR.^9 '^^J?^n^^<^^S9^P,^l^^^ 
ip the fprupaj^ %re tte^/j9«t^ W^ pu^^ 
j^Viiiftcredji^fn^, ^^^oljiig^ion^pf it vvas, jth^t lie 
4^03dd de;dt(??tpa.fyece,,bfj;gold »tp'tiie temj^le of 
JJyljpbl j?^icg(wl^jS5gbt with Ae ^ftone if He was 
«?9^'<^'jSUfJ%i?fr:^^ yjij^latc^ hiso^l^'^Qt 

;,... Ma "' ^ " " ' "toift 
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tors to the feMfial Admimftratioit of his laws, he 
rifo- bound the people by oath to thcfr due ob* 
ftfrvance, 'and having done all this- with a tem-^ 
♦pfc^ arid prudence, particularly ^xpt^ffive of his 
charafter,' SuSort took hfs Jeave of Athens arid 
fat out -upW hi? travels into Egypt. 



j: .nc:; •. • j 

• ■ • r r ^ 



) ;:.' i I r > 



' ii CIrfltptJdH Ae WHaom and magna- 
Xjl iSMif of ^Solbn are cottifpicuous in every^ 
aitlbn*'?)]^ Rife ^fijf^;^ which- ISffor^ has tranfmJtted 
to us,* nothing' if fftore wcfrthy of bur iidntiratroii 
and praifeytKan'the'circun^ffeAi^e'fafl recorded xjF 
. hisTeceifion frbrft Athens.^ ^' ' ' 
^ ft 'iFhdt .ift'c^fiary to fcdfow Wm fn 'his travd^, 
m wKurii afterfe'fne thrte Ypent in vifiting Egypt^ 
Cyprus, and Lydia, he obeyed the fummonfe 
[ot his^lelfcw-dtizens'arta iKuirtied' to A&e^ : 
l^at; qty^aurin^' his dbfeh<fe Had'beiri'diftraacA 
Xy Mrious'ay eonttndiiig fa<feoife'!-Xycurgus 
. jieade^ oHe partyj Mcgacfes • tck ' fef ; AlcmseoA 
'another>'aha' Mfiftratuswas leader- oF'i'diird, in 
which waVlnclad^d hearf^^he whti»3ln^ or^ 
def o^'^e^^c^plie'v^^'A^^ MK^^attI*'iii!vierAclcft 
prererv«a ^a re'fp'cS'Yor ttitW'irt^tif^cnthBdt 
^ ' - and 
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and lawgiver, and he fpared no pains iri return 
to afiuage and compiofe the diforders of the ftate, 
but in vain 5 age indeed had not yet deprived hini 
of his mental fecultieS) but his corporeal ones 
were debilitated, and the crifis called for more 
aSivity than ht was- now capable of exerting; 
he could no longer fpeak in public nor addrefs 
the people in the forum, as he was accuftomed to 
do 5 he tried his influence feparately and in pri- 
vate with the leaders of the feveral fe£liofts : Pi- 
fiftratus, whofe manners were of the genUeffi 
kind, a(Fe£ted to receive the advice and counfels 
of Solon with great external refpe£l, but ambi- 
tion had taken too firm hold of his heart and he 
had laid his plans too deep tb be diverted from 
them by the patriotic difcourfes of this venerable 
citizen ; the lagacity of Solon penetrated his dc-* 
figns, and when he was convinced of his diffimu- 
lation, and faw the liberties of his country on 
the point of being overthrown by this artful dse- 
magogue, he came into open court in military 
array, and prefented himfelf to the aflembly ready 
to head the friends of their country, and expel' 
Pififtratus by force of arms : The noble effort 
was too late, for the fpirit of die people was loft, 
and all men feemed difpofed to furrender them-' 
felves without refiftance to the ufurper. Solon, ' 
^ing thai he could not roufe them to a confi- 
M 3 deratipii 
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iei2ppu of tbeic im^ieat digaky^ iu)r iaii|>tte 
theoi \y>Lth a l^epooiing foife of this value of H* 
berty, laid afifler his ann% and ittif)qnding, them 
at the; doQi: of dv^ Coiirt-bQufe^> ^x)ck a fiioit but 
Ijiatbetif le^ve of Athens^ mod oncQ again retiixd 
intta Ydypts^jhasi^hmsat : Whitiicr b not £«* 
ftin£U]f aipertaiMd^: maa>3r preftilg invitatiDnA 
vyuere afldrcffied to him from; dtf^i'etil; parts^ and 
I am. incline^ tp think he ^ccepteidt that o£ Cm** 
fifSi kiogf of Ej^i^ and that he Qkifod! an iBbaftoi- 
^$ life ixv exti^me old. ag« ior the iflimd of Cy-* 
jjrus. Pii& alhes by his expr^Sr diredion Wcuro 
tranfport^ to his luuive ifland o{ Salanus and 
ii\tve. depoiited; The Atbmiao^ areded hi($ Ash 
tu& ia hrais, hut ^Gftratus rovok^d his laws : 
The lawa of Dra^o^. notwithftaading their ikve- 
rity, were ia.Qxeciuion for. a longer j^iod thaa 
the. mild and- prudent ordi^ai^ce^ of Solto. Tho 
]je,opIe it is. truenever wl^plly foffeiteji their re- 
fpc^l foe this excellent peria% butstlj^. were .un- 
worthy of him j. even Pifiib^tusafl^idft theftrug- 
gles ofambrtton oSerqd no i^fuk to his pecfen, 
24\i everjr, coipitrjz^ which his Stffk^ had reached^ 
preiented. aa aQ4Ttm to the ven^aibiQ oxHe. 

A^ an* ocatoi; Sc^ ftaiyls: bigk in point o£ 
merits and firfi ip^der of timer: As^a poti^ hi& 
genius, was fublime, va^ou^i: apid' fliMM ; in fob- 
jef^ 0^ iu^cui and faocj^ H msoi^ dcaiit j but». 

though 
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though he chofe his topics with the gravity of a 
ftateftnan, arid handfcd them with the fidelity of 
an hiftorian, he compofed with ardour, arid never 
felled to fife his hearers with the recitation of 
his poems : He is fuppofed td hare reprobated 
the drama, but, if this be a fadi, we may well 
conclude, that it was the old corrupt mafque of 
teacchus and the Satyrs, of which he fignified his 
diflike, arid in this he is warranted. In two ex- 
peditions, where he had a military command, he 
was eminently fuccefsful, and gained a high de- 
gree of glory : No ftatefman ever ftood in timey 
more perilous, no citizen ever refifted more al- 
luring offers of ambition, and no legiflatqr ever 
regulated a more diforderly community : Tho* 
devoted to the ftudy of philofophy, and a great 
matter in the early fcience of the times, he mix- 
ed with chearfuinefs in fociety, was friendly and 
convivial, and did riot Bold back from thofe teit- 
der ties and attachments, which cortnedE a man 
to the world, and which by fome have been con- 
fidered incompatible with a life devoted to wis- 
dom and fublime philofophy : Stridl in his morals 
as Draco, he was jiot like him difpofed to put 
criminals to death, whilft there was any hope of 
conducing. them,, by gentle , meafures to repent- 
ance : His npdefty, was natural and unaffeiftedj 
gnd though he' was generally lileift in company, 
M4. his 
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his filence threw no damp upon fcftivity, for it 
did not favour of fuUennefs, and he was known 
to be a friend to the ufe of wine witji freedom, 
but without cxcefs : At the meeting of the feven 
celebrated fages (his contemporaries and coU 
leagues in wifdom) when they were entertained 
by Periander at Corinth, the golden falver, which 
the Milefian fiihermen had dragged out of the 
fea in their net, and which the Delphic oracle 
upon reference of the controverfy had decreed to 
the wifeft man of the age, was by general fufFragc 
given to Solon j each pcrfon, with becoming de- 
ference to the others, had feverally declined the 
prize, but Solon was at length conftrained to re-, 
ceive it by concurrent vote of the whole-affem-i 
bly. 

Hiftorians are not agreed upon the exa£t time 
of Solon's departure from Athens, and fome 
maintain that he continued there till bis death ; 
this is not probable ^ but the refult of the ac* 
counts puts it out of doubt that he remained 
tiiere, whilft there was any hope of compofing 
the difturbance^ pf the ftate, and of reftoring 
its tranquillity and freedom under die prudent rer* 
gulations he had eft^blifhed, when he was A^^ 
chon. 

But no fooner had this excellent citi2;en turn^ 
f^ his back upon Athens, than all theie hope^ 

periihej 
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periihed and univerfal defpair took place; the 
degeneracy of the people became incurable, and 
no one was found with authority or zeal to op« 
pofe the approaching revolution : Though Solon 
was far ifi the decline of life, yet if there had 
been any public virtue fubfifting, the liberty of 
Athens bad not been loft without a ftruggle ; 
but, although neutrality in civil commotions had 
been declared infamous and criminal by the laws 
of Solon, the populace through defpair or indo* 
lence declined the conteft ^nd held themfeives 
in readinefs to receive a matter in either of the 
contending partifans, who fhould prevail over his 
competitors. 

Fortune and fuperior addrefs af length decided' . 
the prize of ambition to Pififtratus and his party, 
for he poileiled every qualification that could re- 
commend him to the public ; of infinuating man- 
ners, with a beautiful and commanding perfon, 
he was gallant, eloquent, and munificent ; no mm 
acquitted hiipfelf more gracefully as a public 
fpeaker, and when Pericles in aftertimes alarmed 
the jealoufy of the Athenians, the refemblance he 
bore to Pififtratus in eloquence as well as in 
features was fo ftriking, that he was liniverfally 
called the Second PiJi/iratuSj and the comic poets 
in their fatiricd allufions exhibited him on the 
/l^ge by &at name and character. 

Whilft 
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Whilft thefe jarty ftrnggk* were in Mjptnce^ 

Pififtratus ufed aji artifice for recommending 

feimfdf to the peo^e, which was decilWe in hid 

■fevour : Ohe day on a fiiddeii he milled if«?o tfie 

iorum^ where itie citizens were aflen^led, as if 

be had been flying from s^adins^ ^o were m 

purfuit of him, and preiented httnfelf to puUic 

view defaced with wounds, and covered wkh 

blood y he was mounted in his chariot, and Ae 

mules ihzt drew hiift were ftreaming widt Hood 

AS weQ ad himfejf : The crowd docked around 

him, and in this fituation without wiping bis 

wounds or difmoimting from his chariot, he ha* 

rangued the forum; he told them he had that 

Inftant efcaped^ from the a&ffinating fwerds of 

At nobles^ who had crudly attempted to^ iettrtj 

the man of the people for his a66vity in oppoflng 

the exaffions of fordid creditors and ufariotiS 

tyrants : His tiears, his fufi^rings, the beauty of 

his perfon now ftreaming with blood, which he 

had fpik in Aeir caufe, his military fervices at 

Megara, and his proteftations of afFe^Uon to the 

peot^ in whofe defence he folemnly protefted a 

^et(ifmination ^ pc]ffift or perift, all together 

formed fetch an addrefi to the paffions, and pre-i^ 

fented Aich a pi Aure to the eye, that were irre- 

fiftibly ^ffeAifig. 

Though it ibo» s^ppeared m proo^ that. the 

whole 
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vrtidte vf^ artifice^ a«d that alt thefe woun<fc 
abpttC hinifelf ^d his imifes^ wcri^ of hts^ owti 
giving for the impreffion of the jtnoment, ftiH 
the mpfloeiKt ferved his piirpofej ai^d m die he;it 
of popular tumult he obtain©* a decree for grahf- 
ii^ him a body-guard^ not armed zs feldiers, 
but with flicks and chibs : At the head of thfe 
de^^rate rablle he loSt no time in forcing hi^ 
way into th>e cilsidel) and took poffiiiiicm of it and 
the commom^eatth in the feme moment: Hb 
next proceeded to exile the naoft powerftil and 
obn^TUdus of hi^ opponents Megacles and Ly- 
curgus widi- A«iF imm«dfate afdherents eiAer fled 
from the city or-vrere forciWy A-iVen o»t of it; 
the rtn/idtmi^ was c<>mpleat. 

The tumult having fubfided, Pififtratus began 
to lodk s|Pd%ind him, and te t^tee-hf^ meafiires for 
fecuritig hiiftfi4f in the authority he had fetxed': 
For- thi* puFpofe- he augmented his bocfy-guard, 
which) a& they were firft voted to him, confifted 
only <rf fifty ; thefe he endeavoered to attach to , 
his p^fon- 1^ liberal paymentSj and whilft hte 
equipt ^em ait a)) poinds- l%e fiddkr s^ be put a 
cunning ftrHtagem in^ pra«Sce by which he cons 
tri^A to fei*e aH the private arms df the citi^eits 
and- tibtalljp^<8f!»andrf A*fen» : Hfe tffe* fefi cct 
remdny:wfth- fh^'tiobt^^'ferhe flfr!f>pt*-them df 
weajjicfn^ of ^fifence openly and by ffirte j and 
' : ndw 
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now he found himfelf, as he believed, in lafe 
poiTeffion of the fovereigri power and throne cf 
Athens. 

This pafled in the fifty-firft Olympiad, when 
Comias was archoA. 

It rarely happens that dominion, rapidly ob* 
tained, proves firmly eftablifhed. The factions 
of Megacles and Lycurgus were broken by this 
revolution, but not extinguiflied, and Pififtratus 
cither could not prevent their re-uniting, or pert- 
haps over-fecurity made him inattentive to tbcfr 
movements : He enjoyed his power for a fhort 
time, and was in his turn driven out of Athens 
by thofe he had exiled, and his efFe^g were 
put up to public (ale, as the property of an out?* 
law. 

Megacles and Lycurgus now divided the go- 
vernment between them ; this was a fyftem that 
foon wrought its own overthrow ; and Megacles, 
finding his party die weaker, invited Pififtratus to 
I'eturil to Athens, vainly imagining he could lull 
his ambition and fecure him to his intereft by giv- 
ing him his daughter Caefyra in marriage. ^ Pifi- 
ftratus accepted th? terms, and obeyed the wel- 
come recal, but it was in fuch a manner, as might 
Jiave put the weakeft man upon his guard, for hi$ 
return and entrance into Athens werej^cpmpa-- 

oied by on6 pf the moft bfrefaK:c4 ^ttaeil&s.vP^^ 

public 
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public ctedulity and fuperftition, that Is to be 
'found in the hiftory of man. 

He had already Succeeded in feveral hardy 
ftratagems, and all had been difcovered after 
they had ferved his purpofes. His pretended af- 
faffinationv his- contrivances for arming his body- 
guard "and for difarming'the citizens at large, 
ivere all well known to the people, fo that he 
muft have taken a very nice meafure of their 
folly and blihdnefs, when upon his entering the 
city he undertook to bring in his train a woman, 
tiamed Phaea, whom he drcffed in the habit of 
the goddefs Minerva, and impofed her on the 
vulgar for their tutelar deity in perfon : He had 
inftrufted her how to addrefs the people in his 
behalf, commanding them to^reinftate him in his 
power, ajtid open the gates of the citadel at his 
approach : The lady was fufficiently perfonable 
for the charafter fhe alTiynfejlJ and, as a proof of 
her divinity, was of coloflal ftature : Extravagant 
as the experiment may feem, it-fucceeded in.afl 
points 5 the 'human deity was obeyed^ and the 
ingenidiis' demagogue carried all beforfe him i 
This Grecian Joan of Arc received the adora-i 
tien of the fuperftitious vulgar in public, and the 
grateful carefles-of the exulting tyrant in privafter' 
The lady was not. of very diftinguiflied birth aYid 
fortune, for before ftie took upon her the-eha- 
'^-i *' rafter 
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rafter of a goddefe (be coiidefcend«d to. t^e mor- 
tal occupation of a floi;»Jer-girI, s^rjd ,risia4e gar- 
l^atwjs after ,tl|e . cuftom of the Grei^ks for feafts 
jmd merf y-ai«kii^s ; • pififl:ratu$.rewa,rded b^ 
lifaeraHy by^ivptg her Jn mar^age tphU £qn 
Hipparchus; a cpimaiodious .re$)urce for dif- 
pofing pf a caft^ff|;oddefs> as for. himfel^ he 
W»s engajed <q Caeljxa: ;Phasa's. npar^aBe with 
Hipparfhus foojoi convinced the.,wofld tb^t flie 
was a mortal, but JPififli^us gave himfelf no 
concern to prevent the difcpyery f. in jwroccfs of 
time it came , to pals, upon Pifillratus'j fecond 
expulfion, that Phaea was publicly impeached and 
frondemned yjpon the chargp of Z^ My^atis. 



W XIX. 

FISISTRATUS had been five y^ars in 
ei^Ie^ whe^ Megacles br^u^t i^bout his 
rec^» ^ N^Tj^ 4^<'u^ to fix hUniivhic; inte«* 
reft by giving him I^is daughter Caeifyra \t% mar- 
riage 3 fuch aJUi^nces rarely answer t>he pdll^ic^ 
ends for which they arc made : Fififtra|tas had 
fcveral fons by his firft wife, ^d .baywg ..^^ 
cftabliflicd himjfelf in the tyranny: aftea* tiie.ma^- 
8 ner 
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ner we b»vu b^eya defcribing, 2nd beftowed hh 
favorite Pbaea upon his Ion Hipparchus, he took 
the daughter of Megacles as the condition of hra; 
contraft with her father, but with a fixed deter- 
minatipa againft a fecond femily, whofe pretcn* 
fions PWght come in competition with ^hofe of 
h/s children by his firft marriage, in whofc fevomr 
he wiJted to fewrc the fogceffion, and who both 
by age and capacity were fit for government, 
^fienever it (howld devolve upon them. 

• Caefyra put up with her huibaod'? negleS for 
fome time, but at length fhe. imparted:her difguft 
to her naother, aod ihe of courfc communicated 
it to ,Megacles, Juftly offended by die ijadignity 
of fuch ire^atment, Megacles immediately too^s; 
his meafurcs with, the eiiemies of his fon-in-law, 
for his fepof^ejcpulfion, prudently difguifing his^ 
rdentmcmt) tiU he was iji z condition to pujt it 
in force:- It did- not long efcape the penetratioi^ 
of I^ifij^yatus, ^Ht yfbj^a he came to the know« 
ledge of the con{piracy t^t had. been formed 
agai^ his power, be found himielf and partjf 
too we^-to oppofe it, andieiiiing the hour q( 
(afety, made a voluntary abdication by retiring 
into Eretria without aftnigglp axid in the utmoA^ 
|M:ecipltaition« 

Megacfes and his friends feenj to have con^ 
fidered this feceffion of Pififtratus as decifiT£| ojr 

elfe 
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clfe the time did not allow them to follow it by 
any a£Kve meafures for preventing his return : 
Eleven years however pafled and ftill he remain- 
ed an exile from Athens ; old as he was, his am- 
bition does not feem to have cooled, nor was he 
idle in the interim ; he had an interview with his 
Ions in Eretria and concerted meafures with them 
for his reftoration ; he formed alliances with fe- 
veral of the Greciah cities^ particularly ThebeS 
and Argos, and obtained a feafonable fupply of 
money, with which he enlifted anil^obk into his 
pay a confiderable army of mercenaries, arid be- 
gan hoftilities ill the Athenian ftate by'feizing 
upon Marathon. This fuccefsful meafure drew 
out many of his fecret partifans from Athens to 
join him In this place, Vhere the promifing a(peft 
i)f his affairs and the popularity of his chara£ler 
had induced great numbers to refort to his ftan- 
dard ; Thus reinforced he put his army in mo- 
tion and directed his march towards the city. 
The ruling party at Athens haftily coUeflcd 
troops to oppofc his approach and put them un- 
3er die command of Leogaras, who no fooner 
took, the field againft Pififtratus, than he TufFered 
himfelf and army to be furprized by that experi- 
enced general and fled in diforder over the coun* 
try; the politic conqueror ftopped the purfoit 
land difpatched his fons after the fugitives to a(^ 
- - furc 
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fure them of pardon and proteftion, if they would 
go back to their homes and refume their occu- 
pations in peace like good citizens : Pififtratus 
was hi advanced in age^ and having carried this 
decifive aftion by ftratagem^ took every prudent 
precaution for eftablifhing his advantage by feiz- 
ing the fons of the leading partifans in oppofi- 
tion to his government, and detaining them in 
clofe cuftody as hoftages /or the peaceable be- 
haviour of their parents. He conducted himfelf 
on the occafion with fo much temper and judg- 
ment, the fplendor of his talents and the elegance 
of his manners refledted fo much luftre on his 
court and country, that his ufurpation was either 
no longer remembered, or remembered without 
averfion and regret 5 in fliort, his genius for go- 
vernment was fuch that no man queftioned his 
right : Even Solon, with all his zeal for liberty, 
pronounced of Pififtratus, that Athens would not 
have contained a more virtuous citizen, had his 
ambition been diredled to a more juftifiable pur- 
fuit : He was mild and merciful in the extreme, 
winning in addrefs, an eloquent orator, a juft 
judge, and a munificent fovereign; in a word, 
he had either the merit of poffeffing^ or the art 
of diffembling, every good quality and every 
brilliant accomplifhment. 

Having now brought down this brief recapi- 
VoL. I. N tulation 
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tulation of the Athenian hiftory to the laft 
period of the reign of Pififtratus, we are arrived 
at the point of time^ in which that remarkable 
sera commences, which I call The Literary 
age of Gnece : It was now that Piftftratus con- 
ceived the enlarged and liberal idea of infti- 
tuting the firft public library in Greece, and of 
laying it open to the infpcftion and refort of the 
learned and curious throughotit the kingdoms 
and provinces of that part of the worlds— -Li^i*- 
Jthenis dijiiplinarttm liberalium pubiice ad kgen" 
dum praherido's primus pofuijfe dicituf Pififiratus 
tyrannus. (AiiK Gell. cap. xvii. lib. vi.) — ^Thro' 
a long, though inteis-upted, reign of three and 
tiiirty years he had approved himfelf a great 6n- 
courager ci litei^ure and a very diligent col- 
leftor of the works of learned men : The com- 
piler of the fcattered rhapfodie^ of Homer, and 
• the ^miliar friend of the great epic poet Orpheus 
of Croton (author of the Argonautics) he was 
himfelf accompliflied in the learning of the age 
he lived in j and, whilft his court became a place 
of refort for contemporary genius, he puflied his 
refearches- after the remains of the ancient poets 
and philofophers through every fpot, where the 
liberal fciences had been known to flouriih j col- 
ledling books in Ionia, Sicily, and throughout 
all the provinces of Greece with much coft and 
3 diligence ; 



Digitized 



by Google 



N^'ig. THE OBSERVER. 179 
diligence ; and having at length compleated his 
purpofe and endowed a h'brary with the treafures 
of the time, he laid it open to all readers for the 
edification of mankind — Who of thofe times fur- 
pqffed him in learning (fays Cicero) or what orator 
was more eloquent or accomplijhed than PiftftratuSy 
whofirjl difpofedthe works of Homer in that order of 
compilation we have them at this very time? (De 
Orat. iii. 137.) 

The inftitution of this library forms a fignal 
epoch in the annals of literature, for from this 
period Attica took the lead of all the provinces 
of Greece in arts and fciences, and Athens 
henceforward became the fchool of philofophers, 
the theatre of poets, and the capital of tafte and 
elegance, acknowledged to a proverb throughout 
the world. From this period to the death of 
Menander the comic poet an illuftrious fcene 
prefents itfelf to our obfervation. , Greece, with 
unbounded fertility of genius, fent a flood of 
compofitions into light, of which, although few 
entire fpecimens have defcended to pofterity, 
yet thefe with fome fragments, and what may be 
further coUedled on the fubje<9: from the records 
of the fcholiafts and grammarians, afFord abundant 
matter for literary difquifitiori. 

It is painful in the extreme to refleft upon the 

ravages of time, and to call to mind the hoft of 

N 2 authors 
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authors of this illuminated age, who have perifli- 
ed by the irruptions of the barbarous nations. 
When we meditate on the magnificence of the 
ancient buildings of Greece and Rome, the mind 
is ftruck with awe and veneration; but thofc 
impreflions are of a very melancholy caft, when 
we confider that it is from their prefent ruins we 
are now meafuring their paft fplendor ; in like 
manner from a few reliques of ancient genius 
we take a mournful eftimate of thofe prodigious 
collecSions, which, till the fatal conflagrations at 
Alexandria, remained entire and were without, 
comparifon the moft valuable treafure upon 
earth, 

Pififtratus, as we have obferved, eftablilhcd 
the firft public library in Greece ; Xerxes plun- 
dered Athens of this coUeftion much augmented 
by the literary munificence of Hipparchus and 
the fucceeding archons : Xerxes was not, like 
the barbarians of the lower ages, infenCble to the 
treafure he had poflefled himfelf of; on the con- 
trary, he regarded thefe volumes as the moft folid 
fruits of his expedition and imported them into 
Perfia, as fplendid trophies of his triumph on 
his return. Seleucusj firnamed Nicanor, after- 
wards reftored this library to Athens with a, 
princely magnanimity. The kings of Pergamus 
alfo became great coUedors, and the Pergamaean 

library 
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library grew into' much reputation and refort. 
But of all the libraries of antiquity that collefted 
at Alexandria by the Ptolemies of Egypt was 
much the moft refpedable. Athenaeus fays (p. 3. ) 
that Ptolemy Philadelphus purchafed the Perga- 
maean library, and in particular the books coL 
lefted by Nileus, principally confifting of the 
Greek dramatifts, which with what he got at 
Athens and Rhodes, furnifhed the great library 
at Alexandria with forty thoufand volumes. 
This library was unhappily fet on fire, when 
Julius Caefar found it neceflary to burn his fliips 
in the docks at Alexandria; fo Plutarch ftates 
the cafe ; but Aulus Gellius fays 'they were fet 
on fire accidentally by the auxiliary troops — non 
fponte^ neque opera confulta^ fed a militibus. forte 
auxiiiariis incenja funt. — This misfortune was in 
a great meafure repaired by the library which 
Marc Antony prefented to Cleopatra, and by 
fubfequent additions was encreafed to fuch an 
amount, that when it was at laft irretrievably 
deftroyed by the Caliph Omar, it confifted of 
feven hundred thoufand volumes. 

This amazing repofitory of ancient fcience 
was buried in aflies by the well-known quib- 
bling edift of that barbarous fanatic— -7j^ faid 
the Caliph, thefe volumes contain doSfrines con-r 
formable to the Koran^ then is the Koran alone 
N 3 fufficient 
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fuffjchnt without thefe volumes \ but, ifwhaf tbej 
teach be repugnant to God's booty then is it fitting 
they were dejiroyed. — Thus, with falfe reafon fox 
their judge and falfe religion for their executioner, 
periflied an innumerable company of poets, phi- 
lofophers, and hiftorians, with almoft every thing 
elegant in art and edifying in fcience, which tte 
inoft illuminated people on earth had in the 
luxuriancy of then: genius produced. In vain 
did the philofopher John of Alexandria intercedt 
to fave them J univerfal condemnation to the 
flames was the fentence ignorance denounced 
againft thefe literary martyrs. The flow of wit, 
the flights of fency, and the labours of learning 
alike contributed to feed the fires of tl^ofe baths, 
in which the fayage conquerors recreated them- 
felyes after the toils of the fiege. Need we en-r 
quire when art and fcience were extindl, if dark- 
nefs overfpread the nations ? It is a period too 
melancholy to refleft upon and too vacant tq 
record : Hiftory pafles oyer it, as over the chart 
of an ocean without a fliore, with this cuttixig 
recoUedion accompanying it, that in this oceaa 
are buried many of the brightefl; monuments of 
ancient genius. 

It appears that at the tiqie Terence was ^yri- 
ting Rome was in pofleffign of two tho^fan4 
Creek comedies ; of all wl^cb^ vts. b^ri^arisl not 

one 
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one hath deicended to us, except what are found 
in our fcanty volume of Ariftpphanes, and thefe 
are partly of the old perfonal clafs. The glean- 
ings of a few fragments from the grammarians 
. and fcholiafts, with the tranflations of the Romaijt 
ftage, are now the only famples of the Greek 
comedy in its laft purity and perfeftion. It is 
true that writers of the lower ages, and even the 
fathers of the Chriftian church, have quoted libe- 
rally from the new comedy of the Greeks ; thefe 
fragments are as refpe<ftable for their moral caft, 
as for their elegant turn of expreffion 5 but what 
a poignancy do they give to our regret, when 
we compute the lofs pofterity has fufFered by the 
fcale of thefe remains ! 

On the part of tragedy, although very many 
noble works have periihed, yet gs fome fpeci- 
mens of the great mafters have come down to 
us entire, we have more to confole us in this 
than in the comic department. Happily for the 
epic mufe, the rage of ignorance could not reach 
the immortal poems of Homer : What other 
compoHtions of that great bard may have been 
loft to the world is but a dark enquiry at the 
beft 'y many poems of an antecedent, and ibme of 
a. contemporary date,^ have undoubtedly been de-^ 
ilroyed ; but I am inclined to think, that from 
the time when, thofe wonderful productions o£ 
N 4 the 
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the Iliad and Odyffey were collefted and made 
public at Athens till the Auguftan aera little was 
attempted in the epic branch^ 



N** XX. 

AT the fame time that it is fair to fuppofe 
there muft be more than ordinary merit 
in men, who rife to great opulence and condi- 
tion in life from low beginnings, all the world 
muft be fenfible of the danger attending fudden 
elevation, and how very iapt a man's head is to 
turn, who climbs an eminence, to which his 
habits have not familiarized him. A mountaineer 
can tread firm upon a precipice and walk ered 
without tottering along the path, that winds 
itfelf about the craggy cliff, on which he has his 
dwelling; whilft the inhabitant of the valley 
travels, with affright and danger over the giddy 
' pafs, and oftentimes . is precipitated from the 
heighth to perifh in the gulph beneath his feet. 
Such is the fate of many, who by the revolutions 
of fortune are raifed to lofty fituations : It is ge- 
nerally the lot of fuch people to make few friends ; 
in their danger there are none to give them warn- 
ings 
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ing, in their fell there are few to alFord them 

.pity- 

This is not the cafe with them, who are born 
to the dignities they enjoy ; the fovereign, whofe 
throne is his inheritance, meets with pity and in- 
dulgence ; pity for the cares infeparable from his 
condition, indulgence for the failings and excefles 
incidental to hereditary greatnefs ; but the man, 
who is the maker of his own fortune, acSls on a 
ftage, where every ftep he takes will be obferved 
with jealoufy ; amongft the many thoufands, who 
are fet to watch him, let him refledt how many 
hearts there are, rankling with difappointed pride, 
and envying him the lot, which in their own 
conceit at leaft their merit had a better title to : 
When fuch a man appears, it is the common 
cry—-/ cannot bear that upjiart, — At the fame 
time' therefore that it muft be allowed more na- 
tural to excufe the proud looks of the high, than 
the proud looks of the low, ftill it is no bad cau- 
tion to beware of giving eafy faith to reports 
againft thofe, whom fo many unfuccefsful people 
are interefted to decry ; for though fortune can 
do mighty things amongft us, and make great 
men in this worW, Ihe cannot make friends. 

If caution be neceffary for fuch as are only 
lookers on upon thefc fudden changes in the 
fcene of life, how much more wary {hould he be, 

who 
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who by fortune's favour is the adtor in it f Time 
paft and prcfent fo abounds in examples to put 
him on his guard, that if he wiU not profit by 
example, what hope is there that precept will 
ayail ? That any man fhould grow arrogant, who 
has once been dependant, is as unaccountable 
for the folly of the thing, as it is for the bafenefs 
of it ; it is as if a pedagogue fhooild turn tyrant, 
becaufe he remembers to have fmarted under the 
lalh of the matter when a fchool-boy ; And yet 
there feems a principle in fome natures, that in- 
clines them to this defpicable fpecies of revenge, 
by which they facrifice all claim to reafon, repu- 
tation, or religion. Dionyflus, though the cru- 
elleft of all tyrants, had moderation in a private 
ftation and made a good and patient fchoolmatter; 
he handled the fceptre like a rod, and the rod as 
he (hould have done a fceptre. Are we to con- 
clude from this and odier inftances, that hu- 
manity may be learnt, by thofe who defcend from 
power, but that men become tyrants by afcendk-r 
ing to it ? 

Is there in nature any thing fo ridiculous as 
pride, fo felf-deftru(ftive, fo abfurd ? The man, 
who rifes out of humble life, muft have feen it, 
felt it, and remarked its folly ; he muft have been 
convinced that pride deprives itfelf of its own 
proper obje<Sl 5 for every proud man, who affiimes 

a fuperi- 
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a fuperiority on the fcorc of xzvk, or wealthy or 
tides, forfeits that better interjeJj wijth m^kind, 
which would have credited hian fpr fuperiorities 
of a far nobler quality, th^9 tbofe on \vhich he 
grounds his filjy vrogance : How ftr^ge is it 
therefore, when the man, who has feen through 
the weakncfe of thi§ paffion in others, whilft be-* 
low them in condition, ihould fall into the fkme 
folly, when he rifes to be their equal ! And yet 
it happens everyday. What is fo hateful to a 
poor man as the purfe-proud arrogance of a rich 
pne ? Let fortune fliift the fcene and make the 
poor man rich, he runs at once into the vice, 
tbat he declaimed againft fo feelingly : Thefe are 
ftrange contradiftions in the human chara<Ser. 
One fliould have thought that Pope Sixtus V. 
might have recolleSed himfelf enough to be hum- 
ble, though Pafquin had never reminded hi|p of 
it ; but neither he, nor Becket, nor Wolfey, had 
any moderation in their fpirit, though profefling 
~ a religipn, whofe very eflence is humility. 

In modern times the pbilofopher's ftoqe feems 
to have been found by our adventurers in the 
Eaft, where beggars havp become princes and 
princes have become beggars ; if Ben Johnfon 
was now living, could he have painted thefe up- 
ftart voluptuaries more to the Kfe, than by the 

following animated description ? 

«MwiIl 



Digitized 



by Google 



j88 THE OBSERVER. N» 20, 

'* I will have all my beds blown up, not ftufF'd, 
*^ Down is too hard ; and then my oval room 
«• FiU'd with fuch piaures, as Tiberius took 
<* From Elephantis, and dull Aretine 

. <* But coldly imitated My mifts 

^ ril have of perfume, vapoured 'bout the r»om, 

*^ To lofe ourielvet in, and my baths, like pits, 

•* To fall into, from whence we will come forth, 

** And roll us dry in goflaniour and rofe s - 

** My meat (hall all come in in Indian flielis, 

" Diihes of agate fet in gold and ftudded 

** With emeralds, iaphii-s, hyacinths, and rubies. 

•' The tongues of carp, dormife, and camel's heels 

** Boird in the fpirit of fol and diflblv'd pearl, 

•* (Apicius diet 'gainft the epileplie) 

** And I will eat thefe broths with fpoonsof amber, 

*' Headed with diamond and carbuncles 

" My foot-boy ftiall eat phcafants ; I myfelf will hare 

. «« The beards of barbels ferv'd inftead of fallads j 
** Oil'd rauHirooms and the fwelling unftuous paps 
** Of a fat pregnant fow, newly cut off, 
*« Dreffed with an exquifite and poignant fauce, 
•* For which I'll fay unto my cook, there's gold, 
** Go forth and be a knight!— —My fliirtsf 
** I'll have of taflfata farfnet, foft and light 
*« As cobwebs, and for all my other raiment, 
" It fliall be fuch as might provoke the Perfian, 
** Were he to teach the world riot a-new. 
« My gloves of fth's and bird's ikins pcrfum'd 

« With 
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*< With gums of paradife and eaftern aii>^-— 

<< ^ And do you think to have the thefione with 

this ? 

" A, No, I do think to have all this with iheflone:" 

(Alchymist.) 

Thefe are ftrong colours ; and though he has 
dij^ed his pencil pretty liberally into the pallet 
of the ancients, he has finely mixed the compo- 
fition with tints of his own ; to fpeak in the feme 
figure, we may fay of this fketch, that it is in 
the very beft ftile of the matter. 

As I fhould be loth however to offer none but 
inftances of the abufe of profperity, I am happy 
in recolleSing one very Angular example of the 
contrary fort, though I go back to times far dif- 
tant from our own to fetch it. 

PISISTRATUS ,to SOLON. 

I am neither without example in feizing the 
tyranny^ nor without claim ; forafmuch as I de^ 
rive from CodruSy and take no more by force^ 
than I Jhduld have inherited by right, if the Athe- 
nians had never violated thofe oaths of allegi" 
ance, which in times paji confirmed the preroga- 
tive of my ancejlors. I live here without offence 
towards men or gods\ neither tranfgr effing your 
laws myfelf nor permitting others to tranfgrefs 
them : Judge therefore if the conftitution you have 

given 
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given to Athens is not fafer under my ddmmjira' 
tion, than if'entrujied td the difcretion of the peo^ 
fie : No man fuffers wrong under my government^ 
nor do- I exaSf any netu contributions from my 
feople^ contenting niyfelf with the tenths of their 
produce^ as by ancient ufage ejlablijhed ; and thefe 
I apply not to my own coffers^ hut to thofe of the 
Jiate^ for defraying civil ^^d religious expenceSy 
and as a provifton for the future exigencies of 
war, Againfi you^ Solon^ I harbour no ill wilL^ 
convinced that in your oppojition to my meafureSy 
you aSfed upon public^ not perfonat motives : Tou 
could not forefee what ufe I was to make ofpoiu^ 
er^ and if you could have forefeen it^ I will per^- 
fuade myjelf you would neither have trdverfed my 
interefisy nor withdrawn yourfelffrom your coun^- 
try ; return therefore I conjure yoUy return to 
Athens^ and believe me on the word of a king 
you have riothtng to fear from PififlrdtuSy who 
has not the hhari as you well know^ to annoy 
even his enemies^ muth lefs fi excellent a citizen 
as Solon: Come then^ if you are fodij^ofsdy and 
be' received into the number of my dear ejl friends \ 
hut if you are refolved againfi returning^ remem^ 
ber it is your own choice j and, if Solon is lofl 
to his country^ Pififlratus is acquitted of being 
the caufe of it. Farewell. 

SOLON 
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SOLON to PISISTRATUS. 

/ can readily believe that you are incapable of 
doing me any injury^ if I was to return to Athens : 
Before you was a tyrant I was your friend^ and 
am now no otherwife your enemy^ than every Jthe-* 
nian muji be^ who is adverfe to your ufurpation. 
Whether it is better to be governed by the will 
of one many or by the laws of the commonwealth^ 
let every individual judge for himfelf\ if I could 
prefer a tyrant^ certainly of all tyrants I Jhould 
prefer Pifijlrdtus, As to my returning to AthenSy 
I do not think it for my honour^ after having 
founded the conftitution of my country upon prin^ 
ciples offreedoniy to come home upon motives of con^ 
venienccy and give a fcandal to mankind by ap^ 
pearing to acquiefce under that tyranny^ which 
you have forcibly affumedy but zvhich /, when 
voluntarily offeredy thought proper to rejeSi. 

Farewell. 

The above letters are to be found in Diogenes 
Laertius, but the learned reader knows they are 
generally fuppofed interpolations of the fophifts ; 
it muft be owned however they are charafteriftic 
of the writers, and, though they ought not to be 
received as fafts in hiftory, may be read as a 
fpeech in Livy or Guicciardini. The following 
anecdotes will throw a ftronger light upon the 

charafter 
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charafter of Pififtratus, and as there is no rea- 
fon to queftion their authenticity, they will 
be unanfwerable witnefles to the point in quef- 
tion. 

" At an entertainment given by Pififtratus to 
fbme of his intimates, Thrafippus, a man of vi- 
olent paffions and enflamed with wine, took fome 
occafion not recorded to break out into the moft 
virulent abufe and infult : Pififtratus, who had 
made no reply to his inveftives, fearing that the 
feftivity of his guefts fhould be interrupted by 
the mifcondudt of Thrafippus, who was now got 
up and leaving the room, rofe from his feat and 
ehtreated him to ftay, afluring him that nothing 
he had faid fhould be remembered to his difad- 
vantage ; inftead of being pacified by an aft fo 
gracious and condefcending, the brutal drunkard 
became more furious, and after venting all the 
fouleft words a heated imagination could fuggeft, 
with a violence fhocking to decency and loath- 
fome to relate, fuddenly turned upon Pififtratus, 
as he was foliciting him to take his feat at the 
table, and fpate in his face. Upon an infult fo 
intolerable the whole company rofe as one man, 
and in particular Hippias and Hipparchus, fons 
of the tyrant, were with difficulty prevented from 
killing him on the fpot. The intcxpofition of 
Pififtratus faved Thrafippus, and he was fuffer- 

ed 
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cd to go home without any violence to his per- 
fon. The next morning brought him to his 
fenfes, and he appeared in the prefence of Pifi- 
ftratus with all proper humility, expe£Kng to re- 
ceive the punifhment he merited. What muft 
have been his felf-conviftion ahd reproach, when 
he was agairt deceived with the utmoft compla- 
cency ! Penetrated to the heart with the recol-» 
ledHori of his behaviour, and the unmerited par- 
don he had met with^ he was proceeding to ex- 
ecute that vengeance on himfelf^ which he was 
conicious he deferved, by rufliing on his (word^ 
when Pififtratus again interpofed and ieizing his 
hand ftopt the ftf oke ; not content with this, he 
<x>nfoled him with the moft Ibothing eXprefEonSj 
aflured him of his moft entire forgivenefs, and 
having put him at peace with himfelf, reinftated 
him in his favour and received him again intQ 
the number of his intimates*" 

Though it is fcarce poffible to find an inftance 
of good-nature in any man's chara£ter fuperior 
to the above, I am tempted to add the following 
anecdote not only as a corroborating evidence, 
but from the pleafure one naturally takes in 
hearing or rdating fadls, that make fo much to 
the honour of human nature, and which infpire 
the heart with a love for mankind. 

" Thrafimedes, a young Athenian, had the 
Vol, !• O audacity 
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audacity to force a,kife upon the daughter ofPir*; 
i^ftratus, a$ (h^ was. walkings in public prpceiQon 
at a religious folemnity j tranfpoi;ted by the vir 
Qleh9e of bis pa$9ng^ and confideripg tjiat he, had 
already. cQi^niitted an.unpardonal)le ofer^ce^ he> 
ijpized her perfont and forcibly conyeying^^her qn. 
Hoard a fhip^ put to fea with her on hiS; paflage 
tQ^ iEgiiia^ th^ fons of Pififtratus purfued and^ 
overtook him, bringing him in perfon. before. 
tbeir.fatb<?r:. Thrafimedes^ without betraying;, 
^y marks of fear, immediately declared himfelf 
jjcrfQ<9Jy pr^p^wed . to mp^t any punifliment Pifi-. 
ftratus fljtpuljj^thipj^ fit to depree; for, having jcnif^, 
carried in. his, attempt^ and loft the objedt for. 
lyhich.alone he wiihed to livg, all cpqiequences. 
becs^n^e indj/Ferent;. difappoin^ent, not death, 
yffts his puijifhnient; and when the greater evil; 
ha4 bqfn fuffered,. he had lijitle apprehenfipn for. 
Ae lefler.— Having f?u4 this, he waited his fen^^, 
tcnce; wl^en Pififtratus after long filence, break-- 
ing out intQ admiration at iji^ refolutlon . of> 
Th^afini^des,, inftead of puniftiing. his audacit}i^ 
rewarded his pa^on by bfdlbowing his daughter i 
upon him in marriage." 
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Nonj/xm iBtidqtiaro^ contra ut me dUig'at iffa; 

Jut J quod fton potts eft^ effipudica veKt ; 
Jpfe vdkre opioy et tetrum huncdipomte' thorhumi 

(Cati/lxus.)* 

]i T is become a very gainful trade with oui* 
: fmall-ware venders of literature to expofe 
certain pfltmphlets in {hop windows find upon 
ftalls in alleys and th6rough-&res, which^ if any 
police was kept up in this great capital) woiilif - 
be put down by the civil magiflliite as a public- 
nuifance ; I mean Trials for Adultery^ the pub- 
liihers of which are not content with fetting 
dowti every thing verbatim from their fhort- 
hand records^ v^ich the (crutinizing neceffity of 
law draws out by pointed interrogatory, but 
they are alfo made to allure the curidfity of thfe* 
pailenger by tawdry engravings, in which the 
heroine of the tale is difplayed in effigy arid the' 
moft indecent fcene of her amours (eleA^d as an 
eye-trap to attract the youth of both iexes, and' 
by debauching the morals of the rifing genera- 
tion, keep up the ftock in trade, and feed the 
market with fnefli cafes for the Commons, and 
fi^fli fupplies for the retailers of indecency. 

O2 If 
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If the frequency of our divorces is thus to 
be encouraged becaufe they make (port for the 
lawyers, it may be wife to ufe no preventives 
againft the plague or fmall-pox, becaufe they cut 
out work for the dodlors. Upon this principle 
a prudent &ther will breed up his fons civilians, 
and furnifh out a library for his daughters with 
thefe edifying volumes, and if once they take 
kindly to their ftudies, there is no fear of their 
bringing cuftom to their brothers and driving 
a trade> as it is called, for their families. A con- 
venient nefl of thefe trials, neatly bound and gilt 
-at the backs, will ferve both as el.egant furniture 
to their clofets or bed-chambers, and as rcpofi-; 
tories of fcience, like treatlfest on the chances to 
make them flcilful in the game. If they are afraid 
of their hufbands looking into their library, they 
may find out a hundred devices for lettering 
them at the back j they may call them— ^^nww 
to Married Women — or The Lives of the learned 
Ladies-^The A^s of the Britijh Matrons — Com-- 
mentaries on the Marriage A£i — Treatifes on Po-^ 
lygamy-^OT by any other title, which their wit 
needs no prompting to devife. 

Another circumftance of the times, which will 
greatly aid them in their ftudies, is, that they 
have it daily and hourly in their power to reibrt 
to the fountain-head for authority^ and confult. 

the 
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the very ladies themfelves, who arc the heroines 
of thefe interefting narratives, Thefe adepts in 
the art are to be feen in all placed, and fpokea 
to at all hours viHlthout hindrance of buiinefs, or 
knowledge of a bedfellow. As thefe disfranchifed 
matrons or ex- wives keep the beft company, 
and make the beft figures in all iafhionable cir* 
cles, a fcholar may receive inftru^on without 
flander, and proftitute her honour without rifque- 
ing her reputation ; a huiband muft be a brute 
indeed, who can object to this fociety, and a wfe 
muft be a fool indeed, who does not profit by it ; 
when a new-married woman receives thefe pri- 
vileged ladies in her houfe, (he fees at once the 
folly of being virtuous, for they arc the merrieft, 
the loudeftj the- beft followed, and the moft ad- 
mired of all their fex ; they never difgrace their 
charafters by a pufiUanimous repentance, tiiey 
never baulk their pleafures by a ftupid.refbrma-* 
tion, but keep it up with fpiat, tike felons that 
die hard at ^le gdlows, to the. laft moment of 
their Jives. Moft of them marry again^ and are 
fo much better than their neighbours, as they 
are made honeft women of twice over 5 and that 
reputation muft be more than commonly tcndtrj 
which two coikts-of plaifl?er will not- keep to^* 
gether. 

* As a further temptatioA to our young wves 
O 3 not 
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not to mit tlie fedious coarfe qf nature, but tfk 
make diemfelves widows qf Uvjng hulbsuids, ^ 
jbon as the; can, t|iey will recdle^ that t^ey 
^jifure adyfufrges tq ^nfj(elvcs t^i^eb^ whicti 
lu^tund Yri<|ows 4^ not enjoy | fqr in the fir^ 
p\acc tbpy avoid a year's inpurning, ^hich if 
a ccxofid^ration not fa be deipifed ^ )n tbe next 
place thfy have preceder^ % mjurybig jin ^ 
firft ^eek 9C their widoiyihoQd i ^uid 2^ it is the 
j^i^€^4 B>?<^(^^ ^Q chuf^ di^ir gallants, ^ey cer r 
taiidy run f^ riilque of taking ^ ftep in ^e d^)e^ 
lybich widows fometiiines haye ^en iu^)e^4 ^9 
repent (^; ^^J% tfeey efcape aU bick^ogs ^ 
jealouii^) '^[hi^h diftorl^ th§ p^^ce of fanulie^ 
jby tfa^e comin9/i. pra^e of l^a^i^s putting theif 
l^.co|;\4 i^ujhai^ ip mind of ^hat dieir firft twf* 
]^an4 WO^ld h^Y^ dope, op would h^y^ f^id of| 
.>^s or ^t occasion, had h? hfi^i^ a|iye.>— 7i&i;i^f 
••««VR »?/;/> innsfi^A ^nA^nd"^ Um^r-Ob that «| 
^ kn^M mr.f Jiving ! be wmfJ mji0r thi^ 
4t thaf tbiM t^ P9fh ^{^ ^K ^f^^ ^^ U^ ufe nui 
^n fifcb a mafififr-r^ff 6?aiJiar txpfef^ns ig 
tjb$ fiuQily d^^ues of fef:qnd wives ii\ the rf t 
giilar. QjvdpiiJ whereas Ac Irr^giriar$ never cjift 
ijhsk t^^ats in tl>§ t^^t)i of 4^c fjfonfe^ b^c^ulb 
ttay kiK^vjlfe^ tatfyiff^ is re^y at ha©d|, if they 

m. ' 

Tkfi Irrf^^ulfiw i^vfl alfgt ^quf nt oppprtuni- 

tiQ 
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des of fiiewing their afiabiltty and iweetncfi of 
temper upon meeting tfaeir iirft buftandft jn 
public places and mixed. companies; the grace- 
ful acknowledgement of a refpe6Hid» cartrfy, a 
doiVn-caft look ofmodeft fenfibiKt/) or the pret- 
ty flutter of embarraffinent are inoidents upon 
an unexpeSied rencontre, whiph a vrell-^bridd 
woman knows how taiiKdce the tnoft of, and 
are fure to draw the eyes of the company upon 

If dn the ofiier hand a lady on hei; divorce 
chuies to revive her maiden tide and take pdR 
in her fortdor raidb^ the law Will proBably gm 
her back as good a title to her virgin hame^ ^ 
it found her with* She .3dfi> l|as her advantages $ 
for at die iaixie time that file Is free from the 
encumbrances of matrimony, fhe ef^a^es die od&- 
dus appellation of old niaid: Sdcb a ]ad^ has 
the privilege of pubiic places i^diout being pinl. 
ned to the Ikirts of an <^ dowftger^ Uke other 
miiies ; (be can- alfd indulge a natural paffion &it 
gaming ft a gi-eatex kngth diazi fpinfi^rs dare 
to go ; {he can nndce a rq)artee dr fm^e at z 
double entendre, when a ij^iMer ozdy bites her 
lips, or is put. to the troublefome sefource 6f ha 
fan, when (be ongbt to biufii^ but caAnot. 

Before I turned ntf moid tcr regeift txpon thdfe 

mi other advaiit^^) f^ prepofrief^ting in ^ 

O 4 vour 
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vour of divorces, I ufed to wonder why our lek 

giflatuie was fo partial to fuitors, and gave fudi 

. notorious encouragement and facility to Ads qf 

Parliament for their relief and accommodation ; 

I now fee the good policy of the meafure, and how 

much the eafe of his majefty's good fubje6ls is 

thereby confulted* It is confeiled there is a ihort 

monition in the decalogue againft this pra(%ce, but 

^ nobody infifts upon it ; there are alfo jbme texts 

Icattered up and down in holy writ to the lame 

-purportj but no welUbfed preacher ever handles 

iiich topics in his pulpit ; and if a fine lady fhould 

ever read a chapter in Ibe jpible, or hear it read 

to her^ it is very.eafy to^ikip over ^ofe paflages, 

and every polite peribn knows it is better to 

jnake a breach in any thing, than in good man-« 

^lers to a lady* 

Our Englifh ladies by the frequency of their 
incontinence, and the divorces thence enfuing, 
have not only furnifhed out a moft amuiing li^ 
brary to young ftudents of both fexes, but they 
'have efftdhially retrieved tiic chara6fts of ouf 
/wives from finking into contempt .with foreign^ 
trs on account of their domeiHc iniipidity and 
-attachment to:^ dull duties, of a family. This 
was once the general .opinion, which other na^ 
"tions entertained of our matrons^ but upon a late 
ipm through a;{;rea| part of the. continent of 
> . Europe 
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Europe I found it was entirely reveried, aiyi 
ideas more expreffive of their Ipirit univerfidly 
adopted. 

It may well be expefted, that the influx of fo- 
reigners, and the out-flow of natives, which the 
.prefent peace will occafion, will not fufier the 
.pretenfions of our ladies to lofe ground in thk 
particular : Our French neighbours are certain- 
ly good critics in gallantry, and they need not 
now ftand in dread of a repulfe from the women 
>of England, whatever they may apprdiend from 
the men. 

. Much more occurs to me on tiiis fubjefl:, but 
thefe premifes will ferve to introduce an idea, 
.which if the ieveral ladies, who haVe Aood trial, 
would club their wits to affift me in, might be 
rendered praAicable, and that is, of reducing Iir- 
famy to a iyftem by rules and regulations of 
manners tending to the propagation andencreafe 
of divorces in Great Britain. A few loofe hints 
occur to me on this fubjeS, but I oflTer them 
with the utmoft fubmifllon to better judges, Am- 
ply as rudiments in the art; the refinements 
mufl; be left to thofe who are pr<rfeflibrs. 

^^ As early impreffions are ftrongeft and moft 

lafling, I would advife all mothers, who wifli to 

train their daughters after the above fyftem, tp 

put them in their infancy under the c^re of Aofe 

t ^. commodious 
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CommoAoua ladies, whcsn we valgib-ly call Ma- 
^emoifeiles, as the beft forcers of airly pknts ; 
under whofe tuition young ladies have been 
known to get fd forward as to "have pretty no- 
tions of flirtatilHi at the tender age of fix years^s 
at eight ytars diey can anMer qifeftion^ in die 
catechifin of gallantry $ before they reach didr 
tenth ftimenierj they can leer, ogle, talk Fr^di^ 
write foimets, piay with the footmen and go 
throii^ their exercifes to admiration : I would 
.dien put thsm to dieir ftudies, of whidi thd an^ 
nal& abovementioned will be a princi|Rd part; 
"die circulating libraries will fimifli out a ton- 
^fiGferabk catalogoc, akid M4deraoiMewiH fttppljr 
.them widi French memoir^ notds^ frc. &c. 
At the age x)( twelve it will be f^<4»r to fend 
dieo^ to tbr boairdiftg JG^moI^ and there they will 
have the oj^portimify of oviking fenmle frien(&- 
Mps wJlh tbe& IjmkHrs fai age^ by which diey 
win gteady edify : In the hdiday vacations th^ey 
IwB- correfpOftrf wWi Aeif boarding-fchool a£. 
ibciates, ^d die& letters fitoidd be &cti$d and 
invidlahle) by wfaidi meansr dley may carry on 
an intercourie Of thoaghts widibut ittbrv^y and 
greatly improve thdr flfile* 

•^ Wh^ntwd yeai« have been thoa employed^ 

Aey muft be broo^t to Lortdbiv fo be finiflied 

^der the beft inailei^^ moft of whieh fiiould be 

. i 2 recoQimended 
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regammencileil |»y MademoifeUe.; wd in their ist^ 
It^vals froipa %4y t^ey wiU be tUgowcd to ^bis 
)iieir.ip!iiQci^ in |h« pon^any of ibttr mother^ % 
lp$iiliilg pn j^ 1^^ casdr^tatiot, roofing A£m>* 
/$t)v$($ f^«r tbejr.fgtignr upm fcj^, informing 
^iHfelviM of ibe intrigues fif ^e Aown, qoaify'i' 
iHg jjie0i|e}Vi(e9 in a pciqPNar iuwlkirity 0f mm- 
i^<rs by calling young cnen by fiir i^r fisinameB^ 
iixwpipg 9ci;^n»Hy wi* the gaUants q( their 
f!i9tbf^9 y^bsA Ac h out pf £gbt^ im^ zhcvt ai 
tiUjSi;^ >cul(isg^ wtji«4rie9 ndtk their iaMr 
(chool-fellows, who are come out . jnio tbr 

^ Wb«5 Iheij? h^ir bt off ism foreheit^ k 
^11 be nec^&ry th^y Cbmild by out prefefle^ 
fpr a4»imf9 iiniiQingft tb^ yovng c^s cf &&!«% 
m4 for l^hjf pttfp^fe I partkubrlf lecaoMTiendte 
Aem tbie mrTOfHO: at tbe^ Op^aa^faoiife^ vhoon J 
ymii b^evtt thom' ftay ov^ all the conp4v)% 'tei 
tben.cpcnmit themfelyess t^ iheir gsdlMfcsr to fini 
put tfiek C99du:s> who will he 6m to lead itMi 
throu^ all tbo blind alk^a, and 9tv& carry 
tbcinJ^o the right door tSl the laftj by wUditiQir 
the ^arriagftS: of thefe gallants will be dteove o^ 
and t^ea comtpaon charily li^iH. compel fliem tan 
bring the obli^mg creataias homftia tfaetrsv . 

*' All this while I would have them put en- 
tire confidence in Madcmoifelle, whofe good- 
. ... nature 
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nature will accommodate them in any littl« 
notes or meflage^ they may have to manage, and 
whofe. opinion in drefs will be fo indifpeiiable^ 
4hat it vnll be proper to take her out with them 
to all milliners fhops, artificial-flower mikers, 
«nd mafquerade wardioufes fer advice. If the 
jRmng fellows will come to thefe places at the 
^one time, who can help it? Mademoifelle will 
g» down to call the fervants, and ten to one 
if they are not gone to the ale-houfe, and the 
coach is out of the way, in fpite of all her pains 
to- find k, 

•< When they have made a ftrong attachmenjfe^ 
and iconfequences are to be apprehended, it will 
t>e time for them to diink of marriage, but on 
jK» account with the man of their heart, for that 
w>uld intermpt friendfliip ; any body, Who can 
tnake a fetdement, can make a hufband, and that 
bofband can make his wife her own miftrefs^ 
mid every body's elfe, that flie pteafes ; Made-i^ 
fliotfeUe becomes femmi de cbamhriy and when 
ber lady is dilpoftd for divorce, chief witneft 
upon her trial j a pidiirefque fcene is chofen for 
Ae firontifpiece, the heroine figures in the print- 
(hops, her fiune is founded in the brothels, and 
lier career of infamy is comjdeated/' 
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IF any of my learned readers, fldlkd in the 
oriental languages, Ihall chuie to turn over 
fte thirty and three volumes of Abulfagi, the 
Arabian hiftorian, they may find the following 
ftory : Near one hundred leaves of the Papyrus 
have been expended in the relation, but I have 
been at the pains of comprefiling it into one 
paper.' 

In the beginning of the eleventh century Ab- 
derama, the laft defcendant of the Samanian fa-, 
mily, who reigned over the territory of Bucha-* 
ria, was belieged in bis capital of Bochara by 
Mamood the Great, who afterwards reduced all 
India to his command. This mighty conqueror, 
i«^o may be ftiled the Alexander of the Arabian 
hiftorians, made twelve irruptions into India, 
and in each expedition Iwept away as much 
wealth, and made as great a devaftatton of die 
human ^cies, as Nadir Shah in bis. Mamood 
was the fon of the ufurper Subu£bgi, who ex- 
pelled the father of Abderama from Samarcand, 
and reduced his empire to the pofleffion of Bo- 
chara only and its dependencies. 

Such was the formidable general who fat 
down with his forces before Bochara, and fuch 

the 
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the hereditary enmity of thcfe inveterate oppo- 
nents ; Abderama tlitreAite brd no refource but 
to defend his citadel to the lafl: extremity: Dif- 
aUed' by Ms age from af^ve ftrviee; he put thcf 
j^rifon under comtnand <^ a v^aht captain 
named AbduHah : This young pririce was of th^t 
houSkd Katiba, the- general of die Caliph Of-. 
raa% who ccaiquered' Grtsit Bueharia for that 
vidorious Mabommedan: Abdullah was the 
moft accomplished peribnage of his tiihe, of ad- 
mirable qualities and matchlefs intrepidity: In 
yarn he- challenged- Mamood to decide the fate 
of Bochara by fmgle combat ; hie wai; alia be- 
loved by ZaFiraa, daughter of Abdamma and fcJe 
heh-efs of his crown j the beauty <^ this princefs 
was celebrated through all the Eailr; more rhap- 
fodies have been compofed and chaunt^d in the 
praifes of Zarima than even Helen g$ve a fub- 
jed to : Our language cannot rea:ch the delcrip- 
tions of thefe- florid writers'; the wh6le creation; 
has been, culled for obje^ to fet in fome com- 
parifon with Zarima; but as the fire of their; 
imaginations would feem like phrenfy to ours, I 
ihall not rifque a-fall by following them in their 
flights. 

In a furious fally made upon the army of the 
befiegers, Abdullah at the head of theBocharians 
had fingled puttheperfon of Mamogd, and puihed 

his 
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bis hof fe up to the breaft of that on whidt Ma^ 
mood was fighting ; die fhock was furious oa 
hf^ ffd^es ; AbddUab received the point of his 
Qppot^^t's lance in his fi'df , and Mamood w» 
ttjnH^k ff<m 1^ laddie to the ground by the 
bat^e-axe of Abdullah; thrcxxmbatams ruihed; 
in, to cpv^r thek faltei gpttcral> and rt<£bry was* 
KfK^tched oitf of the grafp of the brave Bochariany 
who fell back wounded aiaongft his companions^ 
s^nd retreated unpurfued into the town after ^ 
f^riou9 A^ughter of the foe* 
^ Whether Mamood was difisoun^ed by thir- 
o)>ftinaqy of th^. Bocharians, or, as foose hifto«*. 
rian$ infinuat^ was dauoied by this attack, 
which h0: hsiul^ fo; mr^-owly efcaped froin^ fo it- 
was that he let thf^ command of the- fiege de<* 
volyc: uppn his general Kamfai, and at the head, 
c^ a.f<^|iring party made incuriioiis into the. 
country to lay it wafte^with fire and fword, .aad. 
hriBiak up the fupplies of Bochara. 

Kamhi had jfeen the beautiful. Zarima; he hadi 
been in Abderama's court before Mamood's* 
invafion, and to fee the princefs was to be ena- 
moured. No &crifice could be too great for'. 
Kamhi.to obtain.'a prize fo mudi above all com- 
putation in tho heated fancy of a lover : He fe*. 
cretly imparted to Abderama the conditions, on 
which he. would betray his truft, and expofe 

the 
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die army he commanded to inevitable deftruc- 
tion. 

. If thefe conditions ftaggered the aged mo«' 
narch on the icore of honour, fo did they on 
the fide of intcreft. To fevc his crown and 
city was a tempting offer, and the divided heart 
of Abderama was not more agitated as a mo* 
Inarch for the impending danger of his throne, 
than it was agonized as a man for the daily fuf* 
firings of his £uthful pe<^le* He fubmitted to 
receive Kamhi into the town, and to treat with 
him in perfon on the fubjed: of his propo&l : 
Abdullah, from whom this was to be concealed^ 
was now recovering from his wound, but inca**^ 
pable of fervice for a time ; it was propofed by 
Kamhi to exchange hofts^e s^ainft hoftage, and 
Abdullah was inftruded to/meet him in the 
de^th of night with one companion on each 
fide ; each general was to exchange armour on 
the fpot, and fo to pafs their refpeftive centi« 
nels ', and mutual fecrecy was pledged between 
the parties* 

There was no difficulty in perfuading the ge- 
nerous Abdullah to this enterprise; Abderama 
giving him to underftandj that the meeting was 
to adjuft the payment of a fum of money, which 
Kamhi was to receive for betraying the army he 
conunanded before Bochara ; the traniadion was 

to 



Digitized 



by Google 



N*2i. THE OBSERVIR. -^^9 
t# be kept a profowad fccret even from 2arimai 
the unfufpecKng Abdttllah ttfmrei to his rav. 
dczvous at the appointed hour without taldiig 
leave of Ac princcfs, wid Kamhi with his aflb« 
ciate paffed the city guard un^queftioaed in die 
habit of Ms rival. He hafled without a mo* 
mentis lofs to Ae padace of die old king, and 
expounding to him the plan he h«d d^wfed for 
fecuring the performance of his part of die cw- 
traa, nothing now remained for Abderaiiia, h^ 
to engage his danghter to make a fecrifice, 
4vhich fevcrc and difficult as it was, he thought 
he might depend upon her piety and puyic fpi- 
rit for complying witii. In dtts hope be fanitie- 
diatdy rq)aired to hft- diambcr, wheue he ibund 
' her roofing on her couch; he *itw ttmfelf at 
her feet in an agony of tears, and hi the moft 
fiq^Kcating pofture adjimd her fib irife aiid fyiri 
her fiuiier, country, and felinfer irani iHipeiidmg 
deftnu^on : Roufed from her Ikep^ the beau* 
teous Zarirna imniediately demanded Ae reafea 
of that folemn adjuration, and what it was thai 
fte could do to gain dvofe gloriolis endK«--£b2^ 
iafe the magnenimky efjIbdtJhhy replied Ae Am 
ther, refign Mdullah^ 4ts thm bimiyMk^ fofa^ 
this finking city from txth&ion^ has ntwrefigmi 
his Z^riW.— Aftoniflimcnt h«d now deprived 
her of the power of utterance, and AbtetsHM 
Votvl, P proceeded 
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proceeded without intstrupdoii to ezpofe to her 
the whole purport of his treatjr widi Kamhi, and 
the conditi<xis, on which alone Bochara might 
be (aved, and Mamood's army betrayed into his 
hands. He protefted to her that Abdulhh had 
been « party to diis treaty, that he had left the 
city for ever, and to convince her of it^ he was 
ready to produce Kamhi in the very habit, which 
her lover had ^cchanged with him for the pur- 
ple of bringing him to an interview with her, 
and concluding the agreement. 

Not to dwell any longer on Abderama's sor^ 
guments, (in i^ch was I to fdlow my Arabian 
author I (hould fwell this.recitd to an unFealbn-^ 
able lengdi) it will fuffice to hj that the fether 
prevailed. In the original it appears, as if feme 
fliare in the fuceefs was owing to female pique^ 
but as the. Arabian audiors are very fubtle and 
refined in finding motives and in fcrudnizing 
the human pai&onsi I fliould hope this fuggeftion 
may be Imputed to the hiftorian, . rather than t#. 
jthe heroine.. 

As I chufe to pafs over many pages cf my 
original in this .place, the reader Will now fup- 
pofe that the traiterous Kamhi is in pofleffion of 
his beautiful, but reluctant, vi£Um; and that 
Abderaina has already made a iacrifice more 
painful, than that of Euryftheus, or Agamem- 
non, 
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ilon^ when they immolated their daughters. 
With the firft dawn of the morning Kamhi re- 
paired to the army^ and began, to fet on foot the 
proje6i he had concerted with Abderama -, when 
he had given out his orders for dividing and dif*- 
poiing the troops in fuch a manner, as was beft 
.adapted to his defign, he gave the fignal agreed 
upon with the Icing for the fally : The whole 
garrilbn was put in motion on this occafioh) and 
Abderama determined once more ^to fliew him- 
felf to his army, and command in perfon. Eve- 
ry thing had been fo prepared oh the part of 
Kamhi> that the impceffion> which the Bochari- 
ans made upon the befiegers, was immediate, 
.and'thci flaughter became univcrfal: Nothing 
could have favcd them from compleat deftrudion, 
but the unexpei^ed appearance of Mamood and 
. bis army in this feafonable moment for their re- 
lief; as Mamood's troops were entirely com- 
pofed of cavalry, he flew into aflion with ama- 
zing rapidity ; the fainting fpirits of the (bldiers 
revived at the fight of their vi£loriou$ chief; his 
-well-known voice, rallied .their broken ranks, 
^nd they turned upon their purfuers with re- 
doubled fury : Even the guard, that had been 
planted upon Abdullah, now ran to their arms 
and joined the a^on ; the army of Abderama, 
no longer fupported by the valour and condudt 
?2, of 
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of their fevorrtc general, began to give way and 
retreat in diforder to the city; in this inAant' 
Abdullah rufixed from his tent,, and prcfented 
himfelf to the eyes of the difpirited Bocharians ^ 
the army fent up- a fhout of joy^ the aged Abde*. 
rama funk into his afms^ covered widi blood 
and expiring with hh Wounds ; life jtdft ferved 
him to exclaim— -Aiy finf myf$n ! and then for-^ 
fook him y his attendants lifore him off to his lit- 
ter in^the ttxty whilft Abdullah turned die faces 
of his fdUiers on the foey ax^l prefled into the 
adlion, where it was hott^iV^ 

The confliiSb became terrible,^ e^ry inch of 
grounds was obftinately d^Kited^ and the com- 
batants on either fide Ibll by whole ranks, as if 
refoUed upon maintaining the cohteft to t^e laft 
man : Night at length put an end ft> liie unde-- 
cided fighv atfd Abdoilafa led- off his furviving 
followers into ^ cfty, vrMiout any attempt on' 
the part of Mamood to purfue him : His wounf 
in the fide, which w^s noi^ yet healed, budi opeir 
By the. violence of his exartibns in the adton,: 
and he had received others^ mnder vriiich he 
fatmd himfelf finking^ and' which ht had reafon^ 
to believe virere mortal ; in this extremity he loft 
not a moment^s time in betaking himfelf to his 
beloved Zarkha; his ftrength juft ferved him to 

prefent^ 
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prefent himfelf before her and to fall exhaufted 
/with his wounds at her feet. 

Terrible interview 1 Zarima was expiring; 
.the had taken poifon* 

The fupplications of an aged fadicr, the dcr 
liverance of a fuSering city, the falva^ion of aa 
ancient empire, and, above all, the example, as 
(he belienred, of hw betrothed Abdidfah, had pre- 
vailed with this heroic princefe to fecrificc hcr- 
fclf to the detefted arms of Kamhl } the contrad 
had been fiilfilled upon her father's part, but t« 
furvive it was more than (he had engaged for^ 
and an indignity,, which her nature could not 
fubmit to : As foon as the batde joined, ihe put 
her refolution into a£l^ and fwaUowed the mortal 
draught. Life juft fufltced to rdate this difinal 
tale to the dying Abdullah, and to receive the 
account from his lips of the deception, whick 
Abderama had put upon him : The body of her 
^ad father was now brought into die palace ( 
fhe caft a look upon It, but was fpeecblefsj 
fainting, and in the article of death, fhe dropt 
into the arms of Abdullah, ^er head fell upon 
his breafl, juft as it was heaving with the laft 
Jpng-drawn figh, that flopt his heait for even 
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AMONGST the variety of human events^ 
which come under the obfervation of every 
man of common experience in life, many inftan- 
ces muft occur to his memory of the felfe opinio 
ons he has formed of good and evil fortune : 
Things, which we lament as the moft unhappy 
occurrences and the fcvereft diipenfations of pro^ 
vidence, frequently turn out to have been vouch- 
fafements of a contrary fort; whHft our prof- 
perity and fuccefs, which for a time delight and 
dazzle us with gleams of pleaCire, and vifions of 
ambition, turn againft us in the end of life, and 
fow the bed pt d^atli vrith thorns, that goad us 
in thoife awfiil 'moments, when the vanities of 
this Wokfld lofe their value, and the niind of man, 
being on its lafl: departure, takes a melancholy 
review of lime mifpent an4 blciBngs mifap- 
plied. 

Though it is part of every good man's reli- 
gion to refign himfelf to God^s will, yet a few 
reflexions upon the worldly wifdom of that duty 
will be of ufe to every one, who falls under the 
immediate prefliire of what is termed misfor- 
tune in life. By calling to mind the felfe cfti- 
xnzt^p we have fre(j^uently made of worldly goo4 

?uk1 
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and evil we ffiall get hope on our fide, which, 
though all friends elfe fhould foil us, will be a 
cheariful companion by the way : By a patient 
acquiefcence under painful events for the j>refent^ 
we fliall be fare to coritraft a tranquillity of tem- 
per, that will ftand us in future ftead ; and by 
keeping a Mr face to the world we fhall by de- 
grees make an eafy heart, and find innumerable 
refources of confolation, which a fretful Ipirit 
never can difcover, 

./ wonder why I was Jh uneafy under my late 
iofs 'pf.fitiuney laid a very worthy gentleman to 
me the other dzjj feeing it was not occafioned ly 
my, own mifconduii 3 for the health and content I 
now enjoy in the humble Jlation I have retired 
tOy are the greatejl bleffings of my life^ and I am 
devoutly thankful fir the events which I deplored* 
—How often do we hear young unmarried peo- 
ple exclaim — What an efcape have I had from 
fuch a many or fuch a woman /—And yet per- 
haps they had not wifdom enough to fuppofe this 
might turn out to be the cafe at the time it hap- 
dened, but complained, lamented and reviled, as 
if they were fuffcring perfecution from a cruel 
and tyrannic Being, who takes pleafure in tor- 
menting his unoffending creatures. 

An extraordinary example occurs to me of 

this criminal excefs of fenlibility in the perfon 

P4 cf 
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of a Frenchman named Chaubert, who happily 
lived long enough to repent of the extravagance 
of his ny faathropy* Chaubert was born at Bour« 
deaux, and died there not many years^ ago in the 
Francifcan convent i I was in that city foon after 
this event, and my curiofity led me to coUeS fe^ 
veral particulars relative to this extraordinary 
humorift* He inherited a good fortune fr<Hn his 
parents, and in his youth was of a benevolent 
difpofition, fiibjeft however to fiiddcn caprices 
and extremes of love and hatreds Various caufes 
^e affigned for his mifanthropy, but the prmci- 
pal ilifguft, which turned him furious' againft 
mankind, feems to have arifen from the treachery 
of a friend, who ran away with his miftrefs, juft 
when Chaubert was on the point of marrying 
her ; the ingratitude of this man was certainly qf 
a very black nature^ and the provocation heinous, 
for Chaubert, whofe paiSons were alv/ays in cx^ 
tremes, had given a thoufand iqftances of ro* 
mantic gcnerojfity to this unworthy friend, and 
repofed an entire confide;ic« in him in the .mat-** 
ter of his miftrefs : He had even faved him from 
drowning one day at the imminent rifque of his 
life, by leaping put of his own boat into the Ga-" 
ronne and f^yimming to the affiAance of hi^i 
when it was finking in the middle of the ftream ; 
His paffion for his miftfefs was m lefs veh^menti 
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fo tiiat his difappointment had every aggravation 
poffible, and, operating upon a nature more than 
commonly fufceptible, reverfed every principle 
of humanity in the heart of Chaubert, and made 
bim for the greatcft part of his life the declared 
enemy of human nature. ' 

.^er many years pafled in foreign parts h* 
was accidentally brought to his better fenfes by 
difcovcring that through thefe events, which ht 
had fo deeply refented, he had providentially 
cfcapcd from miferies of the moft fatal nature : 
Thereupon he returned to his own country, an<^ 
entering into the order of Francifcans, employed 
the remainder of his life in atoning for his pafi: 
errors after the moft exemplary manner. On all 
occafions of diftrefs Father Chaubert's zeal pre* 
fented itfelf to the relief and comfort of the un-- 
fortunate, and fometimes he would enforce his 
admonitions of refignation by the lively piiSure 
Ije would draw of his own extravagancies ; in 
extraordinary cafes be has been known to give 
his communicants a tranfcript or diary in his 
own hand^writing of certain pailages of his life, 
in which he had minuted his thoughts at the time 
they occurred, and which he kept by him for 
fuch extraordinary purpofes. This paper vfe$ 
put into my hands by a gentleman who had re- 
ceived much benefit from this good father's con* 
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yerfacioii and inftruftion ; I had his leave for 
tF^cribing it, or publiihtng, if I thought fit ; 
this I ihall now avail myfelf of, as I think it is a 
very curious journal. 

. 'VMy fon, whoever thou art, profit by th« 
vrords of experience, and let the example of 
Chauberti who was a beaft without reafon and is 
t>eGome a man by repentance, teach thee wifdom 
in adverfi^y ^^^ infpire diy heart with fentiments 
cf refignation to the will of the Almighty I 

*^ When the treachery of people, which I 
plight to have defpifed, had turned my heart to 
marble and my blood to gall, I was determined 
upon leaving France and feeking out fome of 
thofc countries, ff om whofe famiihed inhabitants 
nature witholds her bounty and where men groan 
in flavery and forrow ; A^ I pafTed through the 
villages towards the frontiers of Spain, and faw 
the peafants dancing in a ring to the pipe or ca^ 
roufmg at their vintages, indignation fmote my 
heart, and I wifhed that heaven would dafli theip: 
cups with poifon, or blaft the funfhine of their 
joys with hail and tempeft, 

^^ I traverfed die delightful province of Bifcaj 

without reft to the foles of my feet or flcep to 

the temples of my head. Nature was before my 

-eyes drcfled in her gayeft attire ; — Thou mother 

(f f(Mh I exclaimed^ why doji thqu triik ihyfdf 
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out fo daintily for knaves and harlots t6 make a 
property ef thee ? The children of thy womb are 
vipers in thy bofom^ and will Jlir.g thee mort^lly^ 
when thou haft given them their fill at thy im^ 
^provident ' treq/ls, .^Thc birds chaunted in the 
•groves, the fruit-trees gliftened on the moun- 
tain fides, the water-fells made mufxc for the 
echoes, and man went fingJng to his labour ;— *• 
Give me^ faid I, the clank of fetters and the yell 
of galley -flaves under the lajhes of the whip.-"-^ 
And in the bitternefs of my heart I curfed the 
earth, as I trode over its prolific furfece. • 

** I entered the ancient kingdom of Caflile, 
and the profpeft was a recreation to my forrow- 
vexed foul : I faw the lands lie wafte and fal- 
low ; the vines trailed on the ground and buried 
their fruitage in the furrows j the hand of man 
was idle, and nature flept, as in the cradle of 
creation ; the villages were thinly fcattered, and 
ruin fate upon the unroofed flieds, where lazy 
pride laid ftrctched upon its ftraw in beggary 
and vermin. Jh ! this is fomethingy I cried out, 
this fcene is fit for many and Pll enjoy it.-^l faw 
a yellow half-ftarved form, cloaked to the heels 
in rags, his broad-brimed beaver on his head, 
through which his ftaring locks crept out in 
fqualid flireds, that fell like fnakes upon ^e 
^pukJers of a ficnd.-j-5«f i& ever be the fette of 

l^uman 
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human nature!, Fll aggravate his mifery by the 
infult of charity. Harkye^ Cajiilian^ I exclaim- 
ed, take this pifette ; it is coin^ it is Jiher from 
the mint of Mexico, a Spaniard dug it from the 
mncy a Frenchman gives it you j put iy your pride 
and touch it l-^Cwrfl be your nation^ the Caftili- 
an replied, Tlljiarve before Fll take it from your 
hands. — Starve theny I anfwcrcd, and pafled on. 

" I climbed a barren mountain 5 the wolves 
howled in the defert and the vultures fcreamed 
in flocks for prey ; I looked, and beheld a gloomy 
manfion underneath my feet, vaft as die pride of 
its founder, glooiiiy and difconiblate as bis ibul ; 
it was the Efcurial,-^iiVr^ then the tyrant reigns^ 
laid I, here let him reign ; hard a$ thefe rocks his 
throne^ wafle as thefe defarts be his dominion l^^K 
meagre creature pailed me ; &mine ftared in his 
eye, he caft a look about bim, and iprung upon 
a kid, that was browfmg in the deiart, he fmot^ 
it dead with his ftaff, and haftily thruft it into 
his wallct.-*-^^, facrilegious villain f--- cried a 
brawny fellow; and, leaping on him from be,- 
hind a rock, feized the hungry wretch in the 
a£l; he dropped upon his knees and begged for 
mercy^'^Mercy /xried he that feized jhin^ do you 
purloin the property of the church and afi for mer^ 
cy! Take it! — So feying, he beat him to the 
earth with a blow, as he was knpeling at his 

feet. 
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. feet, and then dragged him towards the convent 
of Saint Lawrence : I could have hugged the 
riiifcrcant for the deed^ 

" I held my journey through thte dicfert, and^ 
4efoIation followed me to the very ftreets of 
Madrid ; the feAers of the inquifition came forth 
from the cells of torturey the crqfs was elevated' 
before them, and a trembling wretch in a laflrbn- 
coloured veft, painted widi flames of fire, was 
dragged to execution in an open fcpaar^ ; tficy 
kindled a fire ^outhim^ ami fang priifes to God, 
whilft the flamed deliberately consumed their hu- 
man viiStim i He was a Jew who fufffcred, they 
were Chriftians who tormented^— ^5^^ what the 
religion tfOad hy fiwd I to myfelfy in the bands of 
Man ! 

^ From ihc gates of Madrid I bent my courfc 
towfrfds the port of Lifton ; as I traverfed the 
wildernefs of Eftremadura^ a robber took his aim 
At mc from feehinxl a cork tree^ and the ball 
grazed my hat upon my head. — Tou have mljfed 
pUr airriy I cried, and ham loji the merit of de^ 
Jhoying a man.^Give me your purfe, faid the 
tohhtr. ^^Take if, I replied,, and buy with it a 
friend \ may itferve you as it hasfernfed me f 

"I found the city of Lifoon in ruins; her* 
foundations fmoaked upon the ground i the dy- 
ing and the dead lard in heaps j terror fate m 
8 every 
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•very vifage^ and mankind was vifited with the 
f lagues of die Almighty, feminc, fire, and earth- 
quake. — Have they not the inquifition in this cottn-^^ 
try?\ afked j I was anfwcrcd they had. — jtndd$ 
they make 4ill this outcry about an earthquake f faid 
I within myfelf, let tbim give God thanks md 
be quiet ! 

" Prefently there came fhips from England, 
loaded with all manner of goods for the reief . 
of the inhabitants ^ the people took the bounty, 
were preferved, then turned and cur£bd their 
prefervers for heretics*— Tiw is as it Jbould bey 
Udd I, thefi m^n aSt up to their natur^y and. the 
MngUJh are a nation of fools > IwiUnot go amongft 
the7fi.^-^M.xs.r a fliort time behold a new city was 
rifing on the ruins of the old one ! The people 
took, the builders tools-,, which dxe- Englifh had 
fent them, and made themifelves. houfes : I oyer-* 
beard a fellow at his work fay to his companion, 
''^Before the earthquake ^ L made my bed in the. 
JlreefSy now I fljallhave a houfe to live in.-^This 
is too muchy faid I \ their misfortunes make this 
people h^ppy^ and I will Jl ay no longer in their 
qauyitry^ — I defcended to the banks of the Ta- 
gus ; there was a ftiip, whofe canvafs was loofed 
for failing. — Slu is an Englijb Jhip^ fays a GaUi- 
ego porter; they are brave feaznen^ but damned 
iyratits on the qiiarter'dfi:k,--^Thfy p<iy well for 

what 
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what they have;, fays i boatman, and I dm goiJi^ 
en hoard her with a cargo if lemons. —I threw 
myfelf into the wherry, and entered the fhip: 
The mariners were occupied with their work, 
and nobody queftioned -me why I was amongft 
them. The tide wgfted us into the ocean and 
the night became tempcftuous, the veflel labour- 
ed- in the fea and die rtiwhSng brought no refpitfc 
to o\XT 'toil ^-^JVhither are ym bound? faid I to 
the mafter.-^-'Te? hell^ faid he, yir nothing but the 
devil eixer drove at fitch- a ratef-^Thc feUow'ft 
Voice Was'^under ; theiailors fung in the ftorm, 
and the matter's oaths were louder than the 
waves; the third day was a dead calm, and he 
fwoM louder than ever*— /jT the winds were of 
this man's makings thought I, he would not be con-- 
Itent with them, — A favourable breeze (pfung up 
as if it had come at hi^ Cdlling.^^ I thought it tuas^ 
comings fays he, put her before the zvind^ it blcvJi 
fair for our port,-^But where is your port ? agdn 
I alked him. — 5/V, fays he, I can nrjj anfiveryour 
jfue/iion as I Jhould do ; with God's leave I am 
ioundto Bourdeauxi every thing at fea goes as it 
pleafes God. -^My heart funk at the name of my 
native city,' I was freight ed^ added he, from Lon-' 
don with a cargo of goods of all forts for the poor 
fufferers by the earthquake ; I Jhall load back with 
wine for my owners^ andfo help out a charitable 
II I'oyage 
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voyage with fime little profit^ if it pleafe Gad t9 
ilefs our endeavours. — Heyday! thought I, bofw 
fair weather changes this fellow* s note l-^Lewisf 
£dd he to a handfome youth, who ftpod at his 
elboWy we will nowfeek out this Monfieur CbaU'^ 
iert at Bourdeaux^ and get payment of bis bills on 
four aecount*^^Shew tne your biUs^ £iid I^/Jr lam 
Qjaubert^-^He produced thein$ and I £iw my 
9wn name forged to bills in favour of the viUaiA 
who had fo treacheroufly dealt with me in the 
nfiair of the woman who was to have been my 
wife. — ff^ere is the wretch^ faid I, who drew theft 
forgeries ?— The youth burft into tears*— //if is 
my father^ he replied, and. turned dyny.^^Sir^ 
6ys the mailer, / am notfurprized to find this fel* 
Jow a vtUain to you^ for I wqs once a trader im 
eiffluence and have been ruined by his means and 
reduced to what you fee me ; but I forgive what h^ 
has done to me \ I can earn a maintenancey and am 
as happy in my prefeni hard employ^ nay happier 
than when I was rich and idle ; but to defraud hi^ 
own fin proves him an unnatural rafcal^ and^ if I 
had him hfrcy I would hang him at the miun 
yardm 
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CHAUBERT's narrative proceeds a$ Fol- 
lows. -^*' When the Englifli matter de- 
clared he was happier in his prcfent hard iervice 
than in his fianner prolperity, and that he for- 
gave the villain who hid ruined him, I ftarted 
with aftonifhment, and ftood out of his reach, 
expeSing every moment when his phrenfy would 
break out ; I looked him fteadily in the face, and 
to my furprize iaw no fymptoms of madneis 
there ; ^ere was no wandering in his eyes, and 
eontent of mind was imprefled upon his features. 
'-^Are you in yaur fenfes^ I demanded, and can you 
forgive the villain? — From my hearty an(wered 
he,^ elfe how Jhould I expe£f to he firpven ? — His 
words ftruck me dumb ; my heart tugged at my 
boTom ^ the blood ruihed to my face. He faw 
my iituation and turned afide to give fcune or- 
ders to the failors ; after fome minutes he re- 
fumed the converfation, and advancing towards 
me, in his rough familiar manner, faid*— // is n^ 
wayj Mr* Chaubertj to forgive and forget^ though 
to befure the felkw deferves hanging far his treat* 
nUnt of this poor boy hisfon^ who is as good a lad at 
ever lived, but as for father and mother ^^^^ Who is 
his mother ? What was her name ? I eagerly de- 
VoL, I, Q^ manded. 
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manded. Her name had no fooner pafled his 
lips than I felt a {hock dirougk all my frame 
beyond that of eleibicity ; I ftaggef ed as if with 
a fudden fttoke^ amd cau^ hold, of the barricade; ^ 
an-mvoUtitary fhriek burft froiame^ and I crkd^ 
out— TS^' womott^^Obl ihet ^mman^-'-fFas a 
devUj faid the mafter^ anJL if yowkm^ hut b^ 
thk nufiryyim have efaap'edj y<m wmdi faU down 
upon jffur hneti and thtxnk God^jht^tbi Ueffing : 
I have heard ytmr Jlsrj^ Mr. Chaubtri^ and UtbeK 
a man h in bfoiy doyotfii^ be'dkes ffot\ llii to baxrt 
his mijfiri^'takgn from bim\{ hutfome things- are* 
better bft.than faiund^ and ifiim is aU yon havo- 
to.emtphin ofi take my word ^ far ii ym com^mm^ 
of the lucJH^ hnnr in your wMe life*^ He would 
haye pix>ceede4 bu& I turned from htm withotit 
uttering a word^ and (hutting myfelf into my 
cabbinifurrendered myfelf tdm^jh aeditations* , 

" Mytmind was new in fUch a tiimult^ thatt. . 
cannot jrecaH my- thoughts, much kfs' pixt thdmr 
into any ooder. for relation i. The fliip- however 
kepther courfe^ and had now entesed the hMHidi' 
of the Garoone ; I landed on the ^luy of Botir** 
deaux; the mafter accom^Dadnied me^ and young 
Lewis kcfpt ch^^ of the ihip : The firft objeS: . 
that met. my view was a. gibbet ereded before 
the door of a merchant's comptiJig^Jioufe: The 
conyi£^WftS-]BIjeeliflg'OI^a fQftflnE>U.s.t^^ friar 

was 
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vj^as receiving his laH confeffioii ; Ms face was 
tiimed towards us ; ^ Engliflknan gTsmced his 
eye upon him, and iaftandy cried Mt-^LocJ^y 
look J Mr, Ghatiherty thi viry metrty as I am aKvt ; 
if h the faihlr if y^uftg Lewis, — The wrettfr 
had <fifcovered us in the fetije moitoent, and 
C2iled aldad— 06 Gjauberty Ctauierif let ma 
fpeak to you before I die /—His yell was horror 
to my foul ; I loft the power of motidn, and the 
crc«;»rd pitfhing to^frards thfe fc^Rildj thhift me 
foiward to the very edge of it; the friar ordertd 
filence, and demanded of the wretch ^Hy he had 
cdled out ^ eagerly and what he had farther to 
coh&fs. Fathefy fepUfed the cohvi£t, this it the 
v^y many the very ChauheiH (f whom I was fpeak-- 
ing'y he was the hefiaf friends to mey arid f repaid 
his kindnefs with the hiticke/t treachery y I ftduted 
the' woman <f hit ajfeHloTh frotir hikty f mdrriei 
heVy and Becaufe WedreAdhd his teftntrhenty we 
confpired in an attempt upoft his life fy poifon'.^^fie 
no^V turned to me and proceeded as follows— 
J^ m^ remembery Chatthh-t^ as We were fapplrtg 
together on the very evenirig of Lthiifcts ddpement^ 
Jh^ handtd- to yotc a gldfs dfiiilne to di-ink^ td your 
approaching nuptiitls'-y a? ytu'wtre' lifting it to your ' 
lips^ your favo¥ke f^niel leaped! upon your dru 
and dajhed it on the floofy in a fiiMen' tranfpori 
of pajfton^ which- -jou. were ever adSffed tOy you 
0.2 Jiruck 
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Jlruck the creature tvitff violence and kid it dead 
at jour feet ^ It was the favirig moment of your 
lifi^^tbe wine wa^ poifoned^ inevitable death wfif 
in the draughty and the animal you kiUfd was 
God' 4 inftrument for prejerving you ; refie^ upon 
the eventy fubdue your pajp^nsy and pra&ife rr- 
fignation: Fathery J have no more to eonfefs-y I 
die repentant : Let the executioner do bis office.'* 
Here ends the diary of Chaubert. 
I do not mean to expofe my ideas to inge- 
nious ridicule by maintaining tl>at every thing 
happens to every nian for the beft, but I will 
co;itend, that he^ who i^akes the beft of it, ftj* 
Ills the part of a wife and good man: Another 
thing may be fafely advanced, namely, that man 
is not competent to decide upon the good or 
evil of many events, which befal him in this life, 
and we have authority to fay. Woe be to him that 
calls good evily and evil good ! I could wifh that 
, the ftory of Cl\auber^ as I have given it, might 
make that impreffion upon any one of my read- 
ers, as it did upon me, when I received it y and 
I could alfo wiih, that I felt myfelf worthy ta 
[ add to it tl^e experience of many occurrences in 
my own life, to which time and patience have 
given colours very different from thofe they wore 
upon their firft appearance. 

When men fink into deipoi^dency or break 
9 out 
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out into rage upon adverfities and misfortunfcs, 
it is no proof that Providencfe lays a heavier 
burthen upon them than they can bear, becaufe 
it is not clear that they have e)certed all the p6f- 
fible rcfources of the foul. 

The pafSons maybe humoufed, till theytfc- 
come our mafters, ^s a hoirfe may be pampered 
till he gets the bfettef of his rider ; but early dif- 

r cipline will prevent mutiny and ke^ the helm 
in the hands of reafbil. tf we put o\it children 
under reftraint and ctMrrcfHon, why fhould We, 
who are but children of a larger* gf bwfli, be re- 
frafiory and complain, when the Father of all 
things lays the whplefome corre^on of adverfity 

' on our heads ? 

Amongft the fragmertts of Philemon the comic 
poet, there is part of a dialogue prefervcd be- 
tween a matter and his fefVan^ wh6fe names are 
not given, which falls in with the fubjeft I am 
(peaking of; thefe fragmentsi have been collected 
from the works of the fcholiafts and grammari- 
ans, and many of them have been quoted by the 
fathers of the Chriftian church for ttit moral and 
pious maxims they contain ; I thiilk the reader 
will not be difpleafed, if I occafionally prefent 
him with fome fpecimeils from thefe remains of 
the Gtieek Comedy, and for the prefent conclude 
my paper with the following traitf ation.- 

0^3 Servant. 



Digitized 



by Google 



aja THE OBSERVER, ^^u* 

Sexrast. JFhllfi fou Irae^ Sir^ drivt mvay far- 
row I it k the wdrfi- C9mpanj « man can ieep* 

Mafter. IVhil/t I iive^ Jirrab ? why tha'£ is 
MO Eving withnt xf« 

Servant. Never teU me^ Sir ; th£ wjmnds of 
$he m^ 4irA mf t9 b4 beaUd by the tearr if the 
eyes : If ^ey were^ , who WBjdd he without the 
xueUciae? Tigr would hi ihi heft ffunil^^phyfic 
in nature I and if nothing hut.Mopey would b^y 
them^ ytu aui4 ttaf faytmJUarly for the pur^ 
fhafe» . But /flack-a'detjiy ^at do they 4n9ail? 
We£py jor weep not^ this ^uhhprn world of ovrs 
will have its w^jy \ fighing and £:i^oamag^ take my 
word for itj is hut labour lojl^ 

Mafter. Granted! for its ufe I i^iU ^ fajr- 
tend^ Twr can^ yoUj as I take -it^ dilute its ne- 
cejjiiy .*. It is g4. paturaljor the ey^s to /bed teofs 
in afflinion^ as for a tree to drop its leaver in 
autumn^ . ,. 

Servant* That I deny,; the neeej^ty qf.jfpiV •/ 
admtt^ but ,not the mcejjiiy ^imailing it* Mark 
bow your maxims and miM. diffprv you tneet mis- 
fortune in the way^. J Ift. ^sfopj^ m^t Jfm : 
There are too rnany, euik in. liffy that s{0 7nap!s 
wtfdom can avoids ^but he is -no tui/f pmni^h^ 
multiplies t^o many^ fy ^f^re: Nqul myApbil(^i^y 
teaches. ni€y tkgt am^fl^ft all ip^f/yils }?^ ^f^' 
plain (f^^ ^MT,i\¥\ no^ evil p gr^eat^as .yoffr. ^/fff- 
2) plaint 
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plaint itfef: IVhy it Jtrivei a man out of his 
fenfes^ out of hit healthy nay at hjl out of the 
World 'y fo jhall it not me : If misfortune wiU come^ 
I cannot help k^ but if lamentation foHaws it^ that 
is myfauk\ and afbot^ his Ofwn making^ my good 
mafier^ is a fiol indeed. 

Matter. Say you fo^ firrah f Noiv / hold your 
infenjibility to he of the nature of a brute i my 
feelings I regard as the prerogative of a man ; 
thus although we dijfer widely in our pradlice^ each 
a^s up to his proper character. 

Servant. If I am of the nature of a brute, be^ 
caufe I fear the gods and fubmit to their will, the 
gods forgive me I If it he the prerogative of a many 
to fay I ivill not bear misfortunesy I will not fuhmit 
4o the decrees of the godsy let the gods tinjwer that 
fir thenfehes f I am apt to thini it is no great 
^mark of courage to defpairy nor any Jure proof of 
weaknefi to he content. If a man were to die of a 
Sifoppoinimen^y hmv the vengeante does it tome to 
pafs that any bo4y is left aUvef Tou mayy if you 
^hin^ ^eli ef Ity emnteraB the defigns of the godsy 
'iind iUTH ^rii^tefided bkffmgs into actual mfor- 
^kmsy buiith nvt think their work.wiH be mended 
t^j^uM )keaHs 5 you mayy if you pleafpy refent it with 
^hi^h^'kiindy'ifyourmoihery or yourfony or yow 
friend Jhouldtate the tibeHfto diey when you wijb 
VSm to Itvi'y bnito^ine it iipfti^s ^^f^hil erumty 
1' 0^4 which 
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which no man can keep off from bis own per/on^ or 
that of any other } you may^ *f J^ *hink it worth 
your whs ley be very miferabky when this woman 
mifcarrlesy or that woman is brought to bed'y you may 
Urment yourjelfy hecaufe .pur mother has a cough^ 
or your mijirefs drops a tear\ injhortyou may fend 
,yourfelfout of the world with forroWy but I think 
it better tojiay my time in it and be happy • 



N* XXV. 



I MENTIONED in my fevcnft paper that 
I had s^ card from Vanefia inviting me ta a 
Feaji tfReefon, I confefe I was very curious to 
know what the nature of this feaft might be ; 
and having been fince, fiiyoured with % fecon4 
kivitation, I (hall take the. liberty of rdacing 
what I law and heard at. that lady's aflemb{y» 

The celebrated Vanefia h^s been ^ther a 
beauty, or a wit all her life long.; an4 of qourfi? 
has a better piea for vanity, than, jfajlls to meft 
women's (hare ;. her vanity alfp is in it^lf morp 
cxcuieable for die pleafing colours it fomedmes 
du-ows upon her chara^ber : It gives the (pring 
u> charity, gpod-natM^ aSi^bUity \ it makes her 
. . fylendid^ 
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iplendid) hofpitable, facetious ;i carries her into 
all the^ circles of fine pep}de, and crowds all the 
.fine people lumber's 5 it ftarts a thoufand whim- 
fical ca^ices, that furnifli employment to the arts, 
and it )^ die merit of caning her doors and her 
p«rfe to the foils of fcience ; in fl^rt it adminif- 
ters prote^pn to all djeicriptions and degrees of 
genius, from the manufa^iyer of a tooth-pic:^ 
to the author of an ^pic poem ; It is a vanity, 
that is a fure^box at an author's firft night, and 
a furc car4 at a pe;form?r*s benefit j it pays well 
fo^ a dedication, and ftands for fix copies upo;i a 
fu^fcribers lift, Van^fla in the centre of her own 
circle fits like (he ftatue of the Athenian Mi^ 
nerva, incenfed widi the breath of philofopbers, 
poets, painters,, orators, and every vota^ift of art,, 
fcience, pr fine fpeaking. It is in hejr academy 
young noviciates try their wit and.pra4iiie pa^ 
negyi'icj no one like Vanefla can br^ak in a 
yoting lady to. the poetics, and teach her Pegafuc 
^IQ carry a iide-faddle : She can make a mathe- 
matician q^ote Pindar, a Mafter in Chancery 
write novels, or a Birmingham hardware^man 
ftamp rhimes as htt as buttons. 

As I came rather before the modern hour cf^ 
vifiting, I waited hmc time in her room before 
any of the company a{^)eared ; feveral new pub* 
iications on various fubje^ wf re lyii^ on her 

table J 
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^feaMe ; they were ftrtoked in blue-pap^ Ani «ioft 
of tliem f^^ from the prels; in foRie'flie had 
-ftuek'fiiwfl* (traps of papet, as if to murk whem 
'Ihe had left eS >e$Hlifig ; in €>&ers flie had don-* 
bled dow« ©ertain. pages feemiagly fer Ae IkiHe 
puFpofe. At'lsft a meagre little fnan miA a moft 
fiitirical coiMltienaiiee was idker&d in, and look 
4is feat in a corner of the room ; he eyed m^ al- 
'tentively for fome time through his 4>edacles, 
and at laft aecofted me in the (olHomng woids ; 
•^ You are looking at thefe books, Sir; I take 
** for granted ^ley are newljr puMiflied." * I be- 
* lieve they are,* I replied. *♦ t thought fo," (ays 
he, ^^ Then yon may depend upon it their au^- 
r^ thors will be here %y ai^d by ; yoif may idways 
^^ know what ccHB^any you ^t' to expeS in diis 
^ hotife by ^ books -iifKHt ^e fl^le: . It is in 
^ this wa^A/ane(l&4lafB g^t ^ het wk and learn- 
^^ ing, not by reading,' but by making authott 
** believe fbt reads their wjoiks, aad hf tiius 
^ dcldihg their Vanity flie fends fo oiaAy heralds 
'** into the worM to cry up her fame tp Ae fties 5 
*^ it is a very pretty iinefle, ind feyes a world of 
*' time for better amuiemcnts." He had nofoon- 
'er feid this dtan Vkne<& ^entered the room, ai;id 
AvWiA I w^ making a ln<oft prefound reverence, 
i* b^htli^ ibme^ijikg -a^f^t^ttct^^ng'ti^me^ which 
iookid ^m ioiamtis ' and' iir^hes^findporeicos in 
t the 



Digitized 



by Google 



N'25^ THE OBSERVER. ^^35 

A€ pjSirffQ&iYC of a playboufe fcene ; as I railecl 
^Hiy eyes Mid (e?Gamiiied:it a little clofer I recog- 
nmod> tlie. ri^ns of Pali»yra embroidered in co~ 
iputpd-filks wpoH Vanefla'« petticoat. It was ihe 
fiirft vific I had ever paid, 4uld -Vanefl^ not being 
ready with my -Dame, I teadfe' a filent obeifence, 
and r^eiving a fmile m return, retreated to my 
ic^ulff : .My ^ead faid a grtsat many fmart thfngs 
uptXLtlie luins of Palmyra^ wblch Vanefla on her 
pujtt i!Qiitended to be a very proper embleoi for 
an kM wofizian. in decay, who had feen better 
4ay9 ; <)dle wLt leplied, that inftead of Palmyra k 
ought to hare been Athens, and then flie woald 
havb been equipped frdm head to foot in charac- 
ter. ' Yancfla fmiled, but maintained the propri- 
ety of ber choice, bidding him ^bfierve, •* that 
>^ though flie .carried a ci^y-upon her back, -that 
r ^ city aii the woiid knew was planted on a de- 
r ^ fiirt/*. She now addrefled hetfelf to me, irfid 
. inljdte xlEiqft gracious manner ^fified me when I 
inop&i tp put my prcje^l iiito execution ; I ^h- 
. fwc^ed in aJwDut two months, thfUkiiSg ihe £- 
(udi^d^to ikt fHtbiicattcm of dtefe papers, a cir- 
^niitoftance I Jcaew fhe was informed of. ^ Wdl, 
« I' proteft,V..ra7S Vwwffa^ ^ I fnvy yoa 4^c 
^ lindnrtak^; aad. ^vA&i l^ccuUfwii coiir%e 
/^ tnough^to.iackdbcapiny' ypu/* I ^lured- li*er 
V thrrcotw^^imtidng^ . in, the ' ^wotfld would oiake 

me 
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mc fo happy as her affiftance, and that I was coh- 
fident it would enfure fucccfs to my undertaking. 
" There you flatter mc," fays flie, •^ for I Ihould 
^^ do nothing but look after (hells and corals and 
'^ the palaces of the Tritons and Naiads, if I 
*' was to go down with you/*— Here I began to 
ftare moft egr^gioufly^ — " But arfter all," add- 
ed flie, " will your diving-bell carry double ?" 
This lucklefs diving-bell was fuch an unaq)ed- 
ed plunge to me, diat if I had been a^huBy in it, 
I could fcarce have be^ more, hampered ; fo I 
thought h was better to remain under water, 
and wait till the real artift came in to {tt the 
miftake to rights ; This however my neighbour 
with the fpe£bcle$ would not allow of, for ftif- 
peAing the mal-entendu, he began to queftion 
me how Jong I could, flay under water, ahd 
whether I could fee diftinc^y; he then took a 
pamphlet from the table, and fpreading out a 
large engraved, plan of a diving-bell, delired me 
. to inform him how I managed diofe pipes and 
. conductors of air ; all this while he was flyly en- 
. joying my confiiAon, till I fummoned reiblution 
to apprife Vaneila of her miftake ; this produced 
a thoufand polite apologies on her part — ^^ But 
*^ theie wretched eyes o( mine," bys fhe, ^ are 
^ for ever Ijctraying mc into blunders." *^ That 
*^ is a pity ittdeed," replied Ac wit, ** for they 

^^ illuminate 
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^'illuminate every body elfe; but if they betray 
" their owner," adds. he, ". it is God's revenge 
" againft murder/' Several literati now entered 
the room, to whom VaneflTa made her compli« 
ments, particularly to a blind old. gentleman, 
w;hom fhe conducted to hi^ chair with great hu- 
manity, and immediately began talking to him 
of his difcoveri^s $md experiment^ on the micro* 
fcope. " Ah ! niadam," replied the minute phi- 
lofopher, " thofe refe^rches are now over ; fome* 
" thing might haVe been done, if my eyes had 
" held o^t, but I Ipft my fight juft as I had dif- 
" covered the generation of mites i but this I caa 
** take on myfelf to pronounce,. that they are an 
"oviparous race." " Be content,** replied Va- 
nefla, ^' there is a b)effing upon him who throws 
" even a mite into the treafury of faience." The 
philofopher then proceeded to inform her, that 
he had begun fpme curious diire6tians of the eye 
of a mole, but, that his own would not ferve him 
to complete them : " If I could have proceeded 
** in them," fays he, " I am verily perfuaded I 
•* could have brought him to his eye-fight by the 
" operation of couching j and now," fays he, " I 
♦* am engaged in a new difcovery, in which I 
^ mean to employ none but perfons under the 
♦' like misfortune with myfelf. — So interefting a 
difcovery raifed my cnripfity* a^ well as Vanef- 

fa's. 
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MSy to enquire into jt, and methottght cvco the 
v^ in itte (p&Stiick^ had a feibvtr-feelk^ in the 
fiibfftft.— ♦* it is a p^wder^ madam/* added the 
pWfqfopher, *' whfch * I have ' pfcpaWd ftir dc- 
".ftrtKying rertttm on fruit tree^, and even ants 
*^'in the Weft In&es ; 1 coiifefi tcVyow/* fiys he, 
•^ it is fttal to the eyc-Rght^ for I am perfiiaded 
*^I' owe the Jdfe of minte to it,, ratiier than to die 
•^ eggsf (rf ihkds^- or the couching 'of moles ; and 
•^afecordingly I propofc that diisp^yvvder ftall be 
"'Wowfi Ardiigh bellows of my own inventing 
^^^ ncMie but, men who are ftone blind ; it will 
"^^be very eafy for your gardener, or overfeer of 
*^J^iitr plantations, t?6 lead them up to their 
^'^'worfc, aad^then leave them to ^Hbmt it ; for 
"'the duft Is^fo fobde^ that it is fcarce poffible ta 
*^'invent a coVer for the i^yes, that can fecure 
«-dwm agafnft it, I believe," addbd he, "I 
*''have foime of it in* my pocket, and if you have 
"dfiy ffies <Si*Tpidersf ih the room, I will foon 
"•convince you df' iu efficacy by an cjeperiment* 
"'before your eyes/' Vanefla eagerly aflTured him 
tKere was no fudi thing in her room, and draw- 
iiig her chair to a diftaitce, b6gg<d him not to 
tA)uble himftlf with'any experiment at prefent. 

There fat an ordihfery woman'' in >a black 
cloak by dife fire fide with her fc^t upon tJie 
fender and her kncei up, who fcemed em-- 

ployed 
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ployed upon a cufhipa or pillow, which &e kepC 
conce;de4 nnfler her aproia, without, office look* 
ing at the work ilie was uppi^ ^^ You have read 
« erf the Witch of Endor," lays fte tor me, (oh-.; 
ferving'I.had fixed my eyes upon her) ^' I am i^ 
^' 4ikfi:eiidaat'Of that old laBdy'% ^and c^n raife the 
^^ dead, as weU as file could." — Immediately fhe 
put afide her apron, and produced aJiead moulded 
in wax b ftrikmgly like my deceafed iriend^ the 
fether pf ^ CalUoipe, that the^ fhock it gave me was 
top. apparent to efeape her.^— " You. knew Ais 
"brave Wlow.J perceive," fays flie, " England 
" never ownedaj better o££cer i ,he was my hcip^ 
"aad everylinein his fa<?e, is.ei>graved in my 
" heaart."-^"- What nwft it.be in mine ?Vl an- 
fwered, and tturxied away to a^ circle of people, 
wkO'hadcoUededtfaemfelves round a. plain, but 
venerable^ old man, and were very attentive to 
his diicouife :• Hefpoke mth great energy, and. . 
in mof| .cb<rfea.' language^ nobodjf yet attempt- . 
e4 to interrupt him, and his words rolled not. 
with' the fballow' ipap€t^oftty of a ^ torrent,, but 
deepliy and. flueody, like the copioiis current of ■ 
the Nile^: He took up the topic of religion in 
his courfe, an4,>th0Ughvpalfy{hook hi&head,.he' 
looked•fo teritiUe in Chriftiai>,armour, and deah 
hi6 ftifokes with^ f<» muoh .fero&.and juxigment, 
tht^t Infidelity, ia the peribns of feveral petty 

(kirmifliers. 
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fkirmiihers, fiieaked away from before him : One 
litde fellow however had wriggled his chair 
nearer and nearer to him, and kept bajing at 
him whilft he was fpeaking, perpetually crying 
•ut— ** Give me leave to obfervc— not to inter- 
** rupt you, Sir — That is extremely well, but in 
*^ anfwer to what you fay/*— All this had been 
going on without any attention or .flop on the 
part of the Speaker, whofe eyes never once light- 
f cd on the company, till the little fellow, growing 

out of all patience, walked boldly up to him, and 
catching hold: of a button fomewhere aBove the 
waifiband of his breeches, with a fudden twitch 
checked the moving-ipring of his difcourfe, and 
much to my regret brought it to a fidl ftop. 
The philofopher looked about for the infeft that 
annoyed him, and having at laft eyed him, as It 
were afkaunce,. demanded what it was provoked 
him to impatience.—** Have I faid any thing, 
"good Sir, that you do not comprehend?"— 
" No, no,'* replied he, ** I perfeftly well com- 
'* prehend every word you have been laying.'*— 
** Do you fo, Sir ?** faid the philofopher, " then 
" I heartily affc pardon of the company for mif- 
** employing their time fo egregioufly,*'— and 
ftalked away without waiting for an anAver. 

Vanefla had now recoUeded or enquired ^my 
name, and in a very gracious manner repeated 

her 
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■her excufes for miftaking tne for the diver.<^ 
^^ But if the old faying holds good^" adds fho, 
*' Aat truth lies, at the bottditi of a well^ I dare 
'^ fay^you will not fcruple to dive for it, fo I bopie 
*' I have not .given you a difhonoiirable occ.upa- 
." tion." . 1 was endeavouring at a reply, when 
the vrit in the fpefiacles <;ame up to us and 
•whirred Vanefikin the ear, that the true Di^- 
ving-bell ,was in yonder corner j flie immediate"- 
ly turned. that way> ^ndas ilie paded v^hifpered a 
young lady loud enou^ for me to hear h|er— ^ 
5^ My. dear, I am in your third yolaras-'- — ^Thp 
^irl bovired her head) and by. the ArpadiaH grac^ 
that accompanied. it^.I took it. for granted^ (he 
-was a Novelift, ' .,. . 

T I now joined a clufier of people^ who had 
crowded, round an a£b:e&, who f^t ^poiii.a fopha, 
leaningioa her elbow in. a penfiye attttnie^ and 
feemed to be dfeuftting the: ftieks of h^rj^n, 
whilft theyjifror^ tying with, .each other in. the 
moft. citi3:»y»g«it!: en90ipi^i»s*'— *f You was 
^ adorabfe bft ili^t in Bejvi^ra," fays a;.pcrt 
yowg pariian: with a h^'gh tQi*pee ;• *^ I fat in La«- 
*^ dy Blubb^'5' box^ , and I caw ^flitre you (he. and 
?' her slaughters too wept moft bittcrly-rbjittJieri 
" that ichirming :mad fcene> by ;my foul it was 
f^ a chef (^^ceuvrej pray, Madai^j^ ©vet me.laave , 
<^ to a& you^'wa« j^PU.rea%^i^^ourife|ifesf'^-* 
;. VoL.L R ' "Iftiove 
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-^ I ftrove to lb It ns^mll as I could," ^anTwen- 
^ the afb'eft. ^^.Do pu intend^ tx> {>Ia^ cone- 
^dy next feaffanf^'fii^ aiaify, ftepfjng.iip to 
'her widi great :eagcm6l6.*^^^'I:fli^ do .as the 
<< manager l>ids me,*' .ike rqdied.' ^ I ihouM 
'^« be curi^ui «o ]e»ow/' fiqv <«< dIdeHf ludy, 
*^ ivhich {>^ Msdam, you ToioAlff sfteom ilie 
*'tdft you play f'*-^*' I advways cj^deavoar to 
^^ make tiiat which! jun about:die/beft.'^ An 
jekgaitf ytenmg vooaaan oF-£dJnoii iiowitookiher 
inrn of inteirogtftc^y, iand mth .nany apcdogts 
4)egged to be informed >y her, if <fte . fttfdi^d 
th^fe 4A€haitttng looks and actitcidee htScve :|i 
^lafsi-^'^^I never itudyjaiiy thkig but fUty^Bu^ 
" thor/*— " Then you praftife them/ot^rehMot. 
^^dsf^ f^9UMd Che queftioner^--<< itAldom 
^reheaife at aU,^' repKed ebe aAtc6; '^vShe 
*** has fine eyes/'^^s a^ tragic poet iD'sai ettd'' 
«6At ipointer, ^ what -moddft digittly <they bear^ 
^^ what aw^al ^penetratiog I <m^^how«he^.|dalJr 
**«n tboTe deep fockecs, Uice^doimoada' in the 
^mlne L whilft-^t o<»imiandfaig fcrnw mcures 
^ ov«r yiem' Uke a cloud, and- Barnes ftotm mdt 
^fun-flitne, as tiie deity within du«9s : £he is 
^^echHd of nartare, or, if yott>WilL4dlow^ine 
^ ihe ekpneffidn, tature heyf^; ifor AfevsP in d 
^'ihings origin^ $ in pit^^ or sntenror, pensteitt; 
"^ or ,preta]^|p(a6tt6, fyxi^SmA^ fiiad,^« djiing, ihe 
— . " .« . '''is 
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*' is her audior^s thought perfonified j and if this 
*' nation, which fefl[hi|n TioW tiails by the ears to 
*^ the ihameful pillory of an Italian opera, fliall 
f< ever be brought: l>ade to a true reliJh of ip 
^ nadv^ deam4) chat.^it^i^a^ will have %k^ itkerk 
^<of their .rtfor«i^tt/^ '-^W^aqE^fedy- Was 
reeek/ted tridi gmit tiaiM|ilil]|ty by ^e^aiilter, 
vrifo coolly :iepB«4^-^^ All Aat i& v^ i^l,:1>yi 
f^ wtiere wiU j^Uf^e fmi^.atiatcrdds, ihan in ^ 
f<. opera daff<% <»: more ^iSntrefi^aQ dt^^cs^ 
i\ than in a rndfcpt^rade ? IE>ary lAati' f(»* la^ t)i«m 
•' art." Vanefla now came up,- «^ ^Afifijii^ 
leave to int^dlaee. sc^ }^ng t»^i)^ ^*M^}pom#ne, 
prefetited^a giri- ii¥ a i^bite ^i^odc: wkh-a fifeft tf 
ftowers twined rco^lier haii^ \^h bung'dcrw* 
her back in-flo^^g turk ;.dieyoU^«nK^ fkiad» 
a' low ob^iftMCe ifttbe lABe of ^ -OrifeilUd fatally 
0id with the mc^iin^barrafled Voice and ccmi^ 
te»ance, ^«(hilft the p0^ af^fe w^s cw^ei wr.& 
bkfhes ^ikd fefleriflg «omire from,^ eyes of att 
the room, br<4e fi>rdft as-fdiows : — ^ 

' Ch thou fwfiflm l^ature^s goddefs calls her onvn, 
Tride ofthifiigi andfanjorite ^fiheto^n-^-^ 

r-But I cgjnj)rofeed, no fui^er,. forif i^i^pl^ue 
bad beejni ia^e ho^^fe, I.ChQ\Jd ft^pt have ran 
^way from ^tjaOTeeageiiy.th^ lidid/rom Mifs 
Wdher.poetry^ 

R 2 N« XXVI. 
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N' XXVI, 

LEON TINE is one of thofe puife^proud 
humorifts, who profefs to (peak wiiat they 
^inkr^For why? he is indepgndant and f tars n$ 
pian*: If you complain of an aflSnont from Leon* 
^e, yo|i su-e, fare to be. uM^-^Tbat is bis wof^^ 
that is^fi tike^ Leoniiniyyou mstft take him as be isi 
•—In fhorty theFe are certain iavages in fociety^ 
X^ho feem .to have a ps^tent for their brutalitj^ 
and be is. one. 

. J, often think I can give a good guefs at the 
temper of the mafter by the fervants looks ; in 
JL^Qntine's &mily it is ftrongly marked; I^ was 
Ie.t in the other day by a flaring hglf-ftiarVed kU 
lowy frefli from. the country, wbo was out of his 
vfk% for fear,, not knowing, whether he was to 
jay his mafter was at home or abroad: Whilft 
he ftood gaping with the <loor hal£«opened in his 
hand, a voice roared out from the parlour, fflfo*s 
there f Upon. which he flapped the ftreet-door in 
my face and ran to his mafter ; as I was quietly 
walking away, he followed me up the ftreet and 
told me to come back, for his mafter would fee 
me. • I found Leontine in a fit of the gout j his 
wife tnr her 'knees wrapping flannel round his 
foot; It mortified me to fee how much the 
7 worldi 



Digitized 



by Google 



N-26. THE OBSERVER. 245 

world is governed by the abjecS: principle of 
fear, for the affidiiity, with which this bafhaw 
Was waited upon by his wife and fervants, was 
furprizing. After having curfed the gout, damn- 
ed his fervants, and fcdided his wife for her awk- 
wardnefs in fwathing his foot, he began to rave 
iabout the ftate of the nation, crying out to me 
every now and then — " A fine pafs you have 
** brought things to at hft^ I always told you 
•* how it would l)e) l)ut you would not believe 
*^ me, and now you are ruined, bankrupt, and 
^ undone to the devil ; I thought what it would 
** come to with your damned American war."— 
I told him I had nothing to do with politics, and 
knew very little of the- matter. — '^ That's true,** 
fays he, ** I underftand you arc writing a book, 
*' and going to turn author: You know I ani 
** your friend, and always (peak niy mind, there- 
** fore I muft tell you, you will repent of what 
•* you are about. Cannot you let the world 
** alone ? Is it in your power to niake it better ? 
** Can the devil make it worfe? Why Icotfld 
** write a book if I pleafed, but! fcorn it; nay I 
** was fool enough to do it once frotn 9, filly 
^* principle of good-wiH to irty country J "a'nd 
S^ what was the confequence ? Why, after pro- 
** ving as plain as two and two make four that 
** we were no longer a nation, that we -were 
Rj- "broken, 
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*' broken, baffled, defeated^ and upon the eve of 
" being a province tp France— after havkg pra- 
" ved all 'thi», d'ye fee, for the good of my counr 
" try,' wh?it,was my. reward, thinfc you, but to 
'^ be abufed^ vilified, pofted in the rafcally news« 
*' papers, who threw the twelfth of April in my 
^< teeth and fet the people's beads a madding 
^'contrary to all fenfe and reafon^ though I ha4 
" been at the gains of convincing them how 
« fooliih aUfuch hopes were, and that there was 
^' not a chance left,; though niiracles fhould be 
*' wrought in their favour, of any poifible fidva- 
" tion for this devoted kingdom/* 

As Leontine is one of tiiofe pra and cm rea-i 
loners^ who handle their own argument in their 
own way by queftion and anfwer, and know 
what their opponent has to offer before he has 
Uttered three words, I always leave him a clear 
ftage to fight out the iubje£t by himfelf as he 
can; fo diat he proceeded wiiliout interruption 
to put a number of queftions, to whidi he regu-* 
larly made rj^iiponfes, and, though thefe were the 
fcry. oppofites to what I fhould probably have 
^iven, I letthemvpafs without contradi£lion, till 
there was a ftop to the torrent by the introdu&on 
of a ftranger, whb after telling Leontine his name^ 
proceeded to fay he hsul a litde necef&ry bufineis 
to fettle wid) him,' which he (bould t^ the, U^ 

berty 



Digitized 



by Google 



N^afc- T-ftE OBSERVER. 24,7. 

berty to ^lipkia. in very few M^ds. This; ftran- 
ger M^s a Uttley meagr^, confumpdve man, &r, 
a4vaiK:ed in* years,: of. an« a%££t reauurkably meelt 
andhumbb): fo that it was not without furprice 
I. heard him- begin as follows.— *^^ I wait upoiib 
^^ yoU) Sir^ to demand &iU rati6ik£Uon> and atone-- 
<< moat foar an iiijury you have done to my cha.^ 
<^ ra&er by the bafeft lie that ever man uttejoed^. 
^^ aoid which if you do not diiavow in as public 
^^ ^ maimer as^you reported it, I ihall expe£b yotf 
^< will iiAmediately anfwsr my challenge, as ther# 
^< is^ not odier mode of redreffing wroi^ of fo 
^ iafidiousi 8b nature." When this gentleman ao« 
Aounced hi&name anddefcription I found he wa« 
ai genecal' oficer , who* had been Upon an unfijc^ 
cefi&il. comiiEiand in the couffe of thie war ; anci 
that Leontine in one of his poUticaL jdiapfikiies 
had treated his eharafter acc^vrdiog^ tx> his cuftoih 
with gseat fcunrility i this had^ usducldly pafied in 
hearing of a friend of the GeseraFs, who faadenr^ 
Heav^Hued to^ ftop Leontisr in tinie^ hut not be« 
1^ able fe to do, faod n&ade; zsport to his friend 
^whath^hee&£aiof himinhisabieoce. Am 
be fixed hi^x)^s.tqioii Lcohtine xa expefiatbn of 
bis anfvcsv I dbftnoed hb cheeks, wUch befber 
itnA jof auroddf fcariet^ tmu to a deep puiple^ 
which grfdiidy darkened' IfOo sl Unrid ta;vmeyi 
ftas ^ ^aiuufwifl pgd Jsis. ftatariB^ &st Ike flyixig 
R4 foldier 
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foldier in Le Brun's battle, was not a more per- 
feft model of horror : His lips, vhich fo lately 
tjiundered out vengeance and anathemas againft 
the whole hoft of critics, magawnc-mongers, 
news-writers^ and reviewers, with all their de- 
vils, runners, and retainers, now quivered with- 
out the power of utterance, till at laft a gende 
murmuring voice was heard to fay— ^" General, 
« if I have given you oflfenccj I am very forry 
* for it, but I fufpea that what I .faid muft have 
^ been unfairly ftated, elfe"— r-Here the little 
gentkm?in immediately interrupted him, by fay- 
ifig— *^ This excufe affefts the veracity of my 
^ friend j I (hall therefore take the liberty of 
^^ calling him into your room, which I did not 
^' chufe to do in the firft inftance, not knowing' 
'' you had any body with you ; but if this gende- 
** man will have the goodnefs to ftand in place 
f' of your referee* on the occafion, I will bring' 
<' my witncfs face to face, who will teftify to the 
^Vvery ^ords you Ipoke*" This was no iboner- 
(aid than done ; for the friend was in the paflage,: 
and in die moft precife termi j^fierted^ihe iruth 
bf his information.— ^^ And now, Sir^'? .|iefume<i 
the General, "give me leave to faj< tfecre ii:n6t 
,^'a; man i^ England more abbess a. per&nalr 
5* qaarreLthan.1 do,, but I make it my ftudy tGt 
-P gjve m Joffenpe, and bcxth Imj repittatiooi ajul 
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** my profefffion indifpenfibly oblige liie not to 
** put up with infult from any man : There is no 
'^ alternative therefore left to cither of us, but 
*' for you to fign this paper, which I (hall ufe as 
*' I fee fit in my own vindication, or turn out; 
*^ I am very forry for it j it is an unhappy cuf- 
" torn, but if occafiojis can juftify it, I take the 
*^ prefent to be one." — Having fo faid, he ten- 
dered the paper to Leontine with as much po- 
litenefs and addrefs, as if he had been delivering 
a petition to the commander in chief. 

The intimidated boafter took the paper with a 
trembling hand, and throwing his eye over it, 
begged' to know if it might not be mitigated in 
fome particulars : — ** I fhould be very glad to 
^ oblige yoxi," fays the General, " in what you 
•* wifli, but they arc my words^ and as I genc- 
" rally think before I fpeak or write, I am not 
^ in the habit of un&ying any thing I aflert 5 
^ you muft therefore fign to all, or none.**— 
^* If it muft be fo, it muft," fays iLeontine 
with a figh, and took the pen. — " Stop, Sir, if 
♦' you pleafe,** interpoi^d the General, *' I would 
^* know of this gentleman, if he has any thing to- 
•* offer on your behalf, why you fhould not figa 
** that paper;*^ I anfwered, that I had nothing 
to offer ia die cafe; upipn which Leontine put 
^ n^me to the paper. ^^ Sir," fays the Gene* 
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nil^ << I sua- perfeSly fadsfied^ attdbeg^jTcwr par-*' 
<( doa for die- trcmhle I ha^ given you^; It am^ 
^ pfeifiiaded you are n6t a peifoun^ m4io can tii«*> 
<5 jul:<e my charaStT) and tfais' {taper is of no fiir-*- 
•f thf r ufe/'-^So faying, he liu»w it into* thtf' 
file,, and^btfving made his^ botv to- Leentine and> 
wfiiti%.iae>gotfd inoFning^ tookrhi^ ffkniinn^ 
der the arM and' coe% walked- out ct ihn^boiife;- 
A^t I was- Ai^idieuS' Leontiile's coufagp^ nfi^C 
tttxtm 9i^T hi4 det)artui^y I Ih^Ugbtf it^ teft tx» 
follow his ejktfaple)i aad^ taking up' my htfv 1^ 
Ibe mor^ed bailiaw to hitf medit3atloi&^ w^ll 
f^dfied^ t9 find' an' 6icam]^k in dbafirmaiCitid^ 6B 
my opinibn«*-*71&(r^ a Mfy at home is # mtftnftf 
ahrdvd. 

As I waft^ ^ongy medttadilgf on vAm ha^ 
pa&d^ a^ doubt .fer the firft time arelb in mf 
mind as fo the pra&ide of dueUing, ixA I hegatf 
la think there m«^ be certain advttita^ ac-^ 
crumg to foci^, which^ if the imdMtfality of 
the at^n could be diQienfed l7iti% might poC"^ 
My bdaoce the evil% fo evidentiy to-be iet againft 
ftem* On Ae one £de I bm in> ^ its hocrortf 
ibt untimely oataftrophe of ar falfatfy hnftoid^^ 
fefly OT' brother^ hurried out of life^ andmade ditf 
frertficQ of a (avage fitflxion^ whi^hithe wbrld 
calls honour: On the othei^ ip2st\.sdSsiQatA 
within m^df wh^t di^ ftato^of namftarnnigU 

probably 
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probably be reduced to,- and how much focicty 
would fu&r, if fuch overbearing infolent cha« 
rafters as Leontine were not held in reftraint 
by thofe perfonal confiderations, which owe dieir 
influence to the praftice of duelling. To tiieir 
wives, fervants, and dependant inferiors, from 
whom no refentment is to be apprehended, tiieft 
tyrants are infupportable ;j to fociety in general 
they are ofFenfive as far as they dare ; it is not 
ihame, nor a refpeft to good manners in any de- 
gree, nor the fear of the laws, which ftop them, for 
none of thefe confiderations zffeA them ; neither 
is it the unarmed hand of man, that can corre^ 
them, for thefe brutal natures are commonly en-f 
dowed with brutal flrength, and Leontine woult) 
no more have feared his pui(hy antagonift with-^ 
out a weapon than I ihould ftand in awe of ai| 
infant* If thefe creatures, thought I, were let 
loofe upon fociety, and we had nothing but our 
fids to keep them in order, the proverb would 
be litiarally made good, and the weakeft muft go 
to the wall ; but that fame lucky invention of 
gunpowder levels the ftrong with the feeble, and 
puts all, whp bi^ar the character of a gentleman, 
upon the feme Kne of defence : If blows were to 
be exchanged with impunity, and foul language 
y^as to be endured withoul: account, we ihould 
ke a nation of r^le; It Ibems therefore as if 

nothing 
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jK>thmg more were to be wifhed, than for cer* 
tain mitigations of this terrible refource, which 
niuft ultimately depend upon the voluntary mag- 
nanimity of thofc, who are compelled to refort 
to it : What I mean is, to exprefs a wifli that 
gentlemen would think it na derogation frx^m 
their honour to acknowledge an error, or afk 
pardon for an offence ; and as it can very rarely 
happen, but that .one party muft to his own con- 
viilion be in the fault, it feems to follow, that 
all thofe affairs of honour, that can be done away 
by an apology, might by manly and ingenuous 
charafters be prevented from extremities : As to 
injuries of that deep nature, which according to 
the infirmity of human ideas, we are apt to call 
inexpiable, 1 prefume not to give an opinion 5 
and in the aggravating inftance of a blow, I have 
only to lament, that the fufferer has to cxpofe 
his pcrfon to equal idanger with the offender. 
Though fome unhappy inilances of frivolous du-r ^ 
els have lately occurred, I cannot thipk that it 
is the vice of the times to be fond of quarrelling; 
the manners of our young men of diftindion are 
certainly not of that caft, and if it lies with any 
of th^ prefent age, it is with thofe half-made-up 
gentry, who force their way into half-price plays 
In boots and fpurs, and are clamorous in the 
paffages of the front boxes in a crowded theatre ^ 

I have 
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I have with much concern obferved this to be 
an increafmg nuifance, and have often wiflied 
thofe turbulent fpirits to be better employed^ and 
that they had difinounted from their horfes either 
a litde fooncr or not &> foon : But it is not by 
reafoning thefe gentlemen will be taught to cor- 
re<a their behaviour. 

I would ferioufly recommend to my readers 
of all defcriptions to keep a careful watch upon 
their tempers, when they enter into argumenta- 
tion and difpute ^ let them be aiTured that by their 
management of themfelves on fuch occafions 
they are to decide- their xharadlers^ and whether 
they are to pafs as men of education, temper, 
and poKtenefs, or as illiterate, hot, and ill-bred 
blockheads, will depend upon their condu(5l ia 
this particular. If the following Ihort ^d ob- 
vious maxims were attended to, I think animo- 
fities would be avoided and converfation amend- 
ed. 



£very ihan^ tvho enters into jfi difpute with another^ 
(whetf^er he Jiarts it or only takes it up) Jhould 
hear with patience what his opponent in the ar- 
^ument has to offer in'fupport of the opinion be 
advanceu 

Every 
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might to lay it down wifh as fnueb eoneifinefsy 

temper^ and prectfian^ as he can^ 
jfy argument time confuhd^ Jhouli never he re^ , 

featedy nor tortured into any other flyape hy [o^ 
" ' phijlry andqnibble. 

Nojejiy pun^ or witticifnty tending to turn an op^ 
' ponent or his reafoning into ridicuiey or raife 
' a laugh at his expence^ vught by any means 
' to he attempted; for this is an etttack upon the 

tcmpery not an addrefs to the reetfou of a difpu^ 

tant. 
\M tzvo difptdants JhouM [peak at the fame tknej 
' nor any man vverpmver another hy fuperiority ef 

lungsy or the hmtnefs of a laughj ^ the fudden 

hurft of an extlamation. 
It is an indifpertfibk preliminary to att dij^utes^ 

that oaths are no arguments. 
^J^ any difputant flaps his hand upon the iabk^ iet 

him be informed that fuch an a^ion does not 

clinch his argumeftf^.^fid fs only pardonable in if, 

blackfmith or a butcher, 
^fany difputant offers a wager^ it is fiain i^e has 

nothing elfe to offer ^ and there the difiiuti fif^uU 
' end. 
Any gentleman t/uhofieais above, the muturaliiy of 

his voice cajis an imputation on his emn C0umge^ 
I f9r 
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j&rf«Btwrtfr ^e-iMSieft^ tvbfH "Ae^ 0tt ^mA ^ef 
' • ibmger^ - - " - • 

ContradUfions are m arguments^ nor finf $xpref- 
/tons to be made ufe ofi fuch as — ^That I deny-— 

—There you are miftaken— That is impoffi^ 

ble— tfr any^of the like blunt ajfertionsy which 

only irritate^ and do not elucidate. 
The advantages of r'trnk of firfyne are no advan^ 

tages in argumentation '^ neither is an inferior 
. r$fl:il^^in:fi fMpf'riori$Orextm'$i^^f tf 

- ii0:nndfrjiam^g t^.fmb pesffjionsi far emry 
: wta»'$ tef^ Jkastthe famefedtgr/e i it'heg'tki 
. Miditais-^whib himfetf 
If a man difputes in a profuincial iSal^^ - or iriff 

inMs grenmmtr^ tr^ . (^^ Siofoh prJriJh) 

i^r:tt^iincd,e^pr/^bns^:pWH4td,tl^.cm^ 

'■ ?his meatmgi to: the Mndet^fianding of. this .oppo^ 

neKty if is a fool^h Jejl to \tfirn 0bjmk into ridi-^ 

xuUjfor a man 4:an only ^fcprefs Utiie^s Mffu^ 

language ^•:he hym(^hr,<f.. 
fat the difi^uUtnt mbo. cjof^tes amihery fotbear. 
, from trhanpbi flnafmuch Ms he^voho jmreafe^ 

Ms knovdedge. bytonvi^hn^ gains more in 4ht 
< ^ontofiy \tban> he .who converts another to hi$ 

e^nion ; and the triumph more bocomes. the con'r 
rjuereJ^ (than the conqueror M 
igit every d^utant make truth the only obj^ of 

Im cont^wef^ 4(9d:whther it be of .his ottm 

finding^ 
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-^ ^"^ " » ■''•^ 



..'tcjB £ nue poet 

. . ^.. ^. >. _ - 1^-t: ^ r"^'C^poi- 
^w — - - - :;.- r i* .?^ i -cr^ Kt::3rr3fe 

. e^ ^ - .*»:•,»* j>.'->iic* r::^: att-.iI country, 

i;^ %i^^ ,Miat*c«s^ issi »crcr uwamcMne 

ls& QTcumftance^ 
■iB sendcnan, were fo 

Arong 
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ftrong and the ftory was in fiich general circu- 
lation in the neighbourhood, where he lived, that 
although he Ijud out the greateft part of a con- 
fideraUe income in afts of charity, no body ever 
entered his gates to thank him for his bounty, 
or folicit relief, except one poor fether of the 
Jeronymite convent in Montremos, who was 
his confeflbr and aded as his almoner at difcre* 
tion. 

A charge of fo black a nature, involving the 
crime of inceft as well as murder, at length 
reached the ears of juftice, and a commiffion 
was fent to Montremos to make enquiry into 
the cafe : The fuppofed criminal made no at- 
tempt to efcape, but readily attended the fum- 
mons of the commiffioners. Upon the trial it 
came out from' the confeffion of the prifoner, as 
well as from the depofition of witnefles, that 
Don Juan had Kved from his infancy in the fa- 
mily of a rich merchant at Lifbon, who carried 
on a condderable trade and correfpondence in 
the Brazfls ; Don Juan being allowed to take 
this merchant's name^ it was generally fuppofed 
that he was his natural fon, and a clandeftine 
affair of love having been carried on between 
him and the merchant's daughter Jofepha, who 
was an only child, flie became pregnant, and a 
medicine being adminiftered to her by the hands 

Vol, I. S of 
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of Do|i Juan, fhe died in a few ho^rs alter vritk 
all the, fymptojiis of a peribn, who had takeir 
poifon. The mother of the young lady furvived 
her but a few days, and the father threw himfclf 
i^to a convent of Mendicants, making over by 
deed of gift the whole of his property to Ac fup- 
pofed murderer. 

In this account there feemed a ftrange ob(cu-* 
rity of fads, for fome nuule ftrongly to the cri- 
mination of Don Juan, and the laft-roentioned 
circumftance was of fo contradidory a nature, 
as to throw the whole into perplexity; and 
therefore to compel the prifoner to a further 
elucidation of the cafe, it was thought proper 
to interrogate him by torture, 

Whilft this was preparing, Don Juan without 
betraying the leaft alarm upon what was going 
forward, told his judges that it would iave them 
and himfelf fome trouble, if they would receive 
his confef&on upon certain points, to which he 
{hould truly fpeajc, but beyond which all ibt; 
tortures in the world could not force one fyIla-» 
ble : He faid that he was not the fon as it was 
fuppofed of the merchant, with whom he lived, 
nor allied to the deceafed Jofepha any otherwife 
than by the tendereft ties of mutual affeftion 
and a promife of marriage, which however hq 
ac]^owkdged had not been folemniz^ ; Tha^ 
!%• he 
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he was the fon of a gentleman of coiifiderable 
fortune in the Brazils, who left him ah infant to 
the care of the merchant in queftion ; that the 
merchant for reafons beft blown to hiinfelf chofe 
to call him by his own name, and this being 
clone in his infancy, he was taught to believe^ 
that he was an orphan youth, the fon Of 4 difhuit 
relation of die peribn who adbpted him ; he beg**- 
ged his judges therefore to obferve that he never 
underflood Jofepha to be his ilfler ; that as to 
her being mth child by him, he acknowledged 
it, and prayed God forgivenefs for an oflence, 
which it had been his intention to repair by 
marrying her; that with refpeft to the medi- 
cine, he certainly did give it to her with his 
own hands, for that Ihe was fick in confequenca 
of her pregnancy, and being afraid of creating 
alarm or fufpicion in her parents, had required 
him to order certain drugs from an apothecary, 
as if for himfelf, which he accordingly did, and 
he verily believed they were faithfully mixed^ 
inafmuch as he flood by the man, whilfl he pre- 
pared the medicine, and faw every ingredient 
Icpafately put in. ' 

The judges thereupon afked him, if he would 

take it on his confcience to fay, that the lady 

Aid not die by poifon : Don Juan, burfling into 

tears for the firfl time, anfwered, to his eternal 

S 7^ forrow 
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forrow he kxiew that ihe did die by poifon.-r^ 
Was that poifon contained in the medicine (be 

took ?-7-It was. Did he impute the crime of 

mixing the poifon in the medicine to the apo- 
thecary, or did he take it on himfelf?— Neither 
the apothecary, nor himfelf, was guilty.-^Did 
the lady from a principle of fliame, (he was then 
afked) commit the. acft of (uicide, and infirfe tke 
poifon without his knowledge ?— He ftartcd into 
horror at the queflion and took God to wituefs^ 
that Ihe was innocent of the deed. 

The judges feemed now confounded, and for 
a. time abftained from any further interrogatories,. 
debating the matter amongft themlelves by whif- 
pers ; when one of them obferved to the prifoner, 
that according to his confeflion he had (aid Oie 
did die by poifon, and yet by the anfwers he had 
now given, it (hould feem as if he meant to ac- 
quit every perfon, on whom fu(picion could pof- 
fibly. reft j there was bowever one interrogatory 
left, which unnatural as it was, he woidd put to 
him for form's fake only, before they proceeded 
to greater extremities, and that queftion involved 
the jfafher or mother of the lady. — Did he > mean 
to impute the horrid intention of murdering their 
* child to the parents ? — No^ replied tbe prifoner 
in a firm tone of voice, I am certain no fuch in- 
tention, ever entered the hearts of the unhappy 

parents, 
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parents, and I fliould be Ae worft of finners, if 
I imputed it to them. — The judges upon this 
declared with one voice that he was trifling with 
the court, and gave orders for the rack ; they 
would however for the laft time deriiand of him, 
if he knew ¥rho it wis that did poifon tofepha : 
to which he anfwered without hefitatiori, that he 
did know, but that no tortures fliould force him 
to declare it 5 as to life, he was weary of ity and 
Aey might difpofe of it, as they faw fit ; he could 
not (fie in greater' tortures than he had lived. 

They now took this peremptory recufant, and 
ftripping him of his upper garments, laid him on 
the rack ; a lurgcon was cdled in,- who kept his 
fingers on his" pulfc ; and the executioners were 
direfled to begin their tortures ; they had given 
him one ferere ftfetA by ligatures fixed to his 
extremtties and pafled over an axle, which was 
turned by a windlafs ; the ftrain upon his mufcles 
and joints by the aftion of this infernal engine 
was dreadful, and nature fpofce her fiifferings by 
a horrid crafli in every limb ; the fweat ftarted 
in large drops upon his face and bofom, yet the 
man was firm amidft the agonies of the machine, 
not a groan efcaped, and tiie fiend who was 
fuperintendant oJF the heHifli work^ declared 
Aey -might cncreafc his tortures upon the next 
tug, for that his puife fcad not varied a flirdke 
S 3 nojf 
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nor abated of its ftrength in the ibiaDeft de^ 
grcc- 

The tonnentors had now begun a fecond 
operation with more violence than the former, 
which their devilifh ingenuity had contrived t« 
vary fo as to extort acuter pains from the appli-. 
pation of the engine to parts, that had not yet 
had their full (bare of the fir& agony ; when fud- 
denly a monk ruibed into the chamber and calU 
^d out to t h judges to defift from torturing that 
innocent man, apd take the confeffion of thp. 
inurderer from' his own lips. Upon a fignal 
from th^ judges, the executioners let go the en^ 
gine at once, and the joints ihapped audibly into 
their fockets with the elafticity of a bo<^:' Na** 
ture funk under the revi^^en, and D6n Juan 
fainted on the rack^ The monk immediately 
with a loud voice exclaimed — — ** Inhuman 
** wretches, delegates of hell and agents of the 
** devil, make ready your engine for the guilty, 
" and take off your bloody hands from the inno-^ 
** cent, for behold !" (and fo faying he threw 
back his cowl) << behold the father and th^ mur- 
"dererofjofepha!— " 

The whole afTembly ftarted with aftonifh-^ 
inent; the judges ftood aghaft, and even the 
42emons of torture rolled their eye-balls on the 
Knottk with horror and difmay. 

« If 
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'* If you are willing," fays, he to the judges, 
** to receive my confeflion, whilft jrour tormen- 
*' tors are preparing their rack for the vileft cri- 
^* minal, ever ftretched upon it ; hear me ! If not, 
** fet your engine to work without further en- 
** quiry, and glut your appetites with human 
" agonies, which once in your lives you may 
^' now inflift with juftice." 
. ^* P/roceed," iaid the fenior judge. 

*^ That guiltlcfs fufferer, who now lies infehli- 
^^ ble before my eyes," faid the monk, ** is the 
^' fon of an excellent fether, who was once my 
<* deareft friend : He was confided to my charge, 
" being then an infant, and my friend followed 
f^ his fortunes to our fettlements in the Brazils :'■ 
** He refided there twenty years wiAout viliting 
*^ Portugal once in the time ; he remitted to me 
*^ many fums of money on his fon's account ; at* 
*^ this time a hellifh thought arofe in my mind, 
** which the diftrefs of my affairs and a paifion • 
^^for extravagance infpired, of converting the* 
^* property of my charge to my own account ; I* 
*' imparted thefe fuggeftions to my unhappy wife^' 
*^ who is now at her accompt; let me do her 
*^ juftice to confefs flie withftood them firmly fof 
*^ time ; ftill fortune frowned upon me, and I ■ 
'*W^s finking in my credit every hour; ruin* 
'^ ftared me in the fepe, and nothing flood be- 
S 4 ♦* tween 
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<^ tween me and itnnlediate difgcace^ but das 
*' infamous expedient, 

<^ At Jaft pcrfufifion, menaces^ and the impend- 
*' ing preffiare of neceffity ccHi^uered her virtue^ 
** and {he acceded to the fraud. We agreed to 
** adopt the infant as die orphan fori of a diftent 
** relation of our own name ; I maintained a 
" correfpondence with his father by; letters prer 
*' tending to be written by the>fch, and I fu'J)- 
** ported my family in a fplendid extravagance by 
*' the affignmcnts I received from the Bfaawls. 
" At length the father of Don Juan died, and by 
" wiirbequeathed his fortune to^iAe in fkilureoF 
^"^ his Ton and his heirs. I had already advanced 
<< fo far in guilt, that the temptation o^Aii^cbn-' 
** tingency met no refiflance in my mitid, and I 
"dEtermined upon removing this bar to my 
'• ambition, aiid propofed to my wife to fecare 
** the prize, that fortune had hui^ within our 
** reach, by the aflaffination of the heir. She re- 
^* volted from the idea with horror^ and for foaic 
**^ time her thoughts remained in fo difhirjjed a 
" (fate, that I did not think it pi-udcht to reiiew 
** the attack : After fbme time the agent of the 
** deceaied arrived in Lifb^n from the Brazils^ 
** and as he wa§ privy to my correspondence, it 
" became ttecefiary fbr me t© difcover to Don 
" Juan \*o he wa$, and alfo what fortune he 

" was 
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•'was intitled to. In this crifis, Areatened with' 
*' fhame and deteftion on one hand, and tempted 
" by avarice, pride, and the devil on the other, 
^ I won over my'relu6lant wife to a participa- 
^*tion 6f my crime, and we mixed that dofe 
" with poifon, which we believed' was intended 
** for Don Juan, but which in faft was deftined 
*' for our only child : She took it; heaven dif- 
" charged its Vengeance on our heads, and we 
** faw idur daughter expire in agonies before our 
" eyes, with the bitter aggravation of a double 
" mufder, for thte child was aBve within her.' 
^' Are there words in language to exprefs our 
" lamentations ? Are there tortures in the reach 
« of even your invention to compare widi thofe 
" we Felt ? Wonderful were the ftruggles of na- 
*' ture in the heirt of our expiring child : She 
^ bewailed us ; flie confoled, nay flie even forgave 
*' us. To Don Juan we made immediate con- 
*^ jfeffion of bur guilt, and conjured him to inflict 
** that puniihmerit upon us, vdiich juftice de- 
" manded and our crimes deferved. It was in 
** this dreadful moment that our daughter with 
" her laft breath by the moft folemn adjurations 
** exacted and obtained a promife from Don' Juan 
** not to expofe her parents to a public exe- 
*^ cution by difclofing what had paffed. Alas ! 
^ alas ! we fee too plainly how he kept his word : 

«« Behold, 
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** Behold, he dies a martyr to honour ? your in* 
^ fernal tortures have deftroyed him— i" 

No fooner had the monk pronounced thefe 
words in a loud and furious tone, than the 
wretched Don Juan drew a fighj a fecond 
would have followc;^, but heaven no longer 
could tolerate the agonies of innocence^ and 
flopped his heart for ever. 

The monk had fixed his eyes upon him, 
ghaftly with terror, and as he ftretched out his 
mangled limbs at life's laft gafp— '* Accurfecf 
** monftcrSj" he exclaimed, *^ may God requite 
*^ his murder on your fouls at the great day of 
*^ judgment! His blood be on your heads, ye 
**^ minifters of darknefs ! For me, if heavenly 
" vengeance is not yet appeafed by my contri- 
<^ tion, in the midft of flames my aggrieved foul 
" will find fome confdation in the. thought, that 
" you partake its torments," 

Having uttered this in a voice fcarce human, 
he plunged a knife to his heart, and whilft his. 
blood fpouted on the pavement dropped dead 
upon the body of Don Juan, and expired without 
a groan. 



N» XXVIII. 



• Digitized 



by Google 



N^28. THE OBSERVER. a6y 
N'* XXVIII, 

^id dignum tantoferet hie promjir hiatu f 

I THINK it much to be lamented that our 
Englifh news-papers have fiich an extenfivc 
circulation through Europe, unlefs proper means 
could be taken to reftrain their exceffive licen- 
tioufnefs. As few foreigners will believe any 
government fo void of refource in this particu*. 
lar, they can no otherwife account for our no< 
correfting thefe abufes of the prefs, but becaufe 
we want the will and not the power. Amongft 
the caufes that have lately operated to increafe 
their circulation and fuccefs, I hope for the ho* 
nour of human nature, their licentioufnefs is not 
one ; and yet it appears as if their encourage- 
ment had kept pace with their malignance. If 
I had not experienced the bad efFe£ls they havQ 
upon the minds of people in pther countries, I 
fhould not have thought fuch publications capa-» 
ble of fuch mifchief. Though the condudors of 
them feem carelefs about confequences, I will 
not believe it was in their minds to da a delibe- 
rate, injury to their country; but as they are not 
lUipofed to put a bridle on themf^Ives, it were to 

be 
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be wilhed fome prudent hand would do the of- 
fice for them ; though I fee the difficulty of find- 
ing fuch a curb as fhall not gall the mouth of 
Freedom. 

I am not at preient difpofed to be aiiy ioiiger 
ferious on this fubjeft, and therefore waving all 
the tvcighter makers of my charge, I ihdl take 
n^tke only of one ridioiloii^ circumftance 'm 
wimh tbey abound, yuigarly caJled Puffing. 
. ; I bare been tuoiEng over fome pa^rs to fini 
out tbc chief proffefibrs of this art, which I be- 
lieve is now earrtieii Xo its higheft fiate of im-* 
provement : Truth compels me to fey, that with 
regret I havp difeovered ieveral nnoiigft tbcfli^ 
who ought to hav<p und^ftood themfeives bcttsr^ 
but whilfl: theie .is hope they will amend, I tin 
coritcnteij they fhouW efcapc % at fcaft I fhall 
paft them over in filence, regarding them for the 
pnefimt as perfims furprized into bad company, 
and cfaargeabk wi& indiibr etion rather than de- 
pravity. . ; 

.' Our adverd^fingiQuackSyOr Em^iacs ar« ao 
anticnt and numerous Iclafs of Puffers ^ A otd- 
^lon of rival ifitenefts ficcafiom <thek geoltfemen 
to run foul of each other in their general under- 
takings, and betmys thelir jnatunsd modefty iiito a 
warmer ftile of colourii^ ihoir own. merits, dum 
Ae liberal jfbidy of pbyfic iu>d ihc i^ubUc-^pirttod 

principle 
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-principle wi which they pretend to aft, would 
4othef wife warrant : If the candid reader can find 
aa excufe for them in their zeal and anxiety to 
rec^Mmaend the bieffings wluck die/ oiFer to 
mankind, I will not impede the plea. A fodifii 
partiality fome people ftill.have for i^yitcians 
regutarly bred, and. a fqueamifli unwillingnefs 
to repair to back-doors and blind alleys for re- 
lief, oblige them to. ufe Ajrong words to combat 
ftrong prejudices. But though they are at fome 
pain$ to convince us that our bills of natural 
deaths might be all compri&d under the fu^ie 
.artkle of old J^e, there is yet here and there an 
obftii^te «an who will die felo defe before the 
agt of ^eefeoi^ year^ and ten. 

Whilft the fages are puffing off our diflempers 
'm one ps^e» the auctioneers are puffing ofF our 
■ property in another. If. this ifland of ours is to 
bie credited for their defcription of it, it muft 
pafs for a terreftnal paradife : It makes an £i^- 
tifli ear tingle to hear of the. boundlefs variety of 
lawns, groves, and parks ; lakes, rivers, and ri- 
vulets ; decorated farms and fruitful gardens ; 
fuperb and matchlefs coUedtions of pidures, 
jewels, plate, furniture, and equipapes ; town- 
houfes and country-dioiifes ; hot-^houfes and 4ice- 
houfes 'y obfervatories and confervatories ', offices 
•attached and detached; with all the numerous 

etceteras 
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ftceteras that glitter down the cdumns of our 
public prints. Numerous as thefe are, it is lefe 
a matter of furprize with me where purchafers 
are found, than why any one, whofe neceffities 
are not his reafon, will be a vender of fuch en- 
chanting pofieffions. Though a man's caprice 
may be tired of a beautiful obje£l long enjoyed, 
^t when he fees an old acquaintance drefled 
out in new colours, and glowing in the flowery 
defcriptiou of thefe luxuriant writers, I (hoidd 
expeft that his afFe£Uon would revive, and that 
be would recall the cruel fentence of alienation. 
Pliny never fo defcribed his villa, as thefe Puf-- 
fers will fet forth the caft-ofF manfion of a wea- 
ry owner. Put a vicious, lame, and ftumbling 
horfe into their hands, and he comes out fafe and 
found the next morning, and is fit to carry the 
firft lady in the land: Weed your coUeSions 
of their copies and counterfeits, by the help of a 
pcrfuafive tongue, quick eye, and energetic ham- 
mer, they are knocked down for originals and 
antiques, and the happy buyer bears them off* 
delighted with his bargain. What is the harp 
of an Orpheus compared to the hammer of an 
Auctioneer ! 

I muft in the next place requeft the reader's 
attention to the PdiOiing Puffers 5 a title by 
which I would be underftood to ipeak of thofe 

venerable 
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venerable teachers and inftruftors, who are en- 
dowed with the happy faculty of inftilling arts 
and fciences into their difciples, like fixed air 
into a vapid menftruum : Thefe are the beatified 
fpirits whom Virgil places in his poetical Ely- 
iium: Foolifh men amongft the Greeks, (uch 
as Socrates, Plato, and others, tr^ncd their 
pupils ftep by ftep in knowledge and made a 
^ugbear of inftrudion; Pythagoras in particu- 
lar kept his fcholars five years in probationary 
^ence, as if wifdom was not to be learned with* 
out labour ; our modern poliihers puff it into us 
in a morning ; the polifh is laid on at a ftroke, 
juft as bo]^ turn a brafs buckle into a filver 
one with a little quickfilvcr and brick-duft j the 
poliiht buckle indeed foon repents of its tranf-* 
mutation, but it is to be hoped the allufion does 
not hold through, and that the poliibt mind or 
body does not relapfe as foon to its primitive 
yufticity. Strange ! that any bo^y will be a 
i:Iown, when the Graces invite us to their pri- 
vate hops with hand-bills and advertifemertts : 
Why do not the whole court of Aldermen dance 
»t my Lord Mayor's ball inftead of ftanding with 
their hands in their pockets, when grown gen- 
tlemen (let them grow to what fize they may) 
are taught to walk a minuet gracefully in three 
lectures ? Amazing art ! only to be equalled by 

tlie 
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the obftinacy that refi&s it* How ajne tbe times 
degenerated.! Orpheus fiddles and the brutes 
won't dance. Go to the, courts of law, liften to 
the bellowing qF the bar ; mowftt die gallery of 
thefenate, obfeiye how. J^^V her^ 2Xi6, that there 
orator breaks ppqr Prifcian's heakd £>r the good 
of his country; enter, our theatres — does thaut 
gentleman ipeak to a ghoft, as a ghoft ought td 
be fpoken to I Walk into a church, if ypu have 
any feeling for the facred fliblixnity of oa?r fer- 
yice, you will never walk into another where it is 
(b mangled : Every one of thefe parri(;ides might 
be.taughtiiot to murder his xnother-toogue with-- 
out mercy,. if he would bait believe an advertife- 
ment and betake .himtdif to the Polifher. Edu* 
caJtioi> at Our pjbd>Hc £:faools and univeifities is 
travelling in a. waggon far esqieditioin, when 
there is a bridle road will take ymx hy a Ihoit 
Qut to Parnaffus, and the Polifher has got die 
key of it; be has elocution ibr aH cuftomers, 
UwyerSa players, parfons, or fenators; fcady- 
made talents for adl profeffions, the bar, dietftage, 
die pulpit, or the .parliament. 

There is another clafs of Pi^rs^ who ^eak 
ftrongly to the pjiffions, and ufe many curious 
devices to allure the foofes, fitting out dieir Lot- 
tery-offices, like fqwlcrs who catch birds by 
night with looking-glafib and candlqs, to entice 
3 us 
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tts to their fnare. Some of them hang out thd 
gcddeis of good-fortune in perfon with money«i 
bags in her hands, a tempting emblem ; other** 
isecommmend themfeives under the aiifpices of 
fome lucky name, confounding our heads with 
«abaliftical numbers, : unintelligible calculations, 
and m3^erious predifHons, whofe abfurdity is 
their recomm^nidation, and. whofe obfcurity 
makes the temptation irrefiftibk : 

Omnia enim ftoHdi magis admirantur amhntqut, 
In'verjis quafub <uerbis latitantia cernunt, 

Effences, cofmetics^ and a hundred articles of 
pretended invention for the frivolous adorning 
of our perfons engrofs a confiderible (hare of 
our public papers ; the Puffs ftiom this quartef 
are replete with all the gutnS and. odours of 
Arabia ; the chemifts of Laputa were not more 
fubtle extflftors of fuhbeams than thefe artifts, 
who can fetch powder of pearls out of rotten 
bones and mercury, odour of f ofes from a tuf- 
nip, and the breath of zephyrs out of a cabbage'«> 
ftalk ; they can furnifli your dreffing-room with 
the toilette of Juno, bring you bloom from tho 
cheeks of Hbbe, and a nofegay from the bofont 
of Flora. Thefe Puffers never fail to tell you 
after a court birth-day that their walhes, pow- 
1^%^ and odours, were the favorites of the 

Vol, I» T drawing- 
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tewiiig<-FOom9 and that the reignii^ beauties <^ 
ibe aflembly boi^ht their charms at their coui»* 
terss' 

After thefe follow a rabble of raree-fiiew«< 
men with mecmaids, man^tygers, ouxang-outangs^ 
and everjr monfler and abortion, increaition f co« 
limins of giants and Hght^nfantry companies o£ 
dwarfs^ coi^urers, rope-rdancerSy and pofture-: 
mafters $ tooth-idrawer s^ oculifts, and chirqpo* 
difts ; every one puffs himfelf off t6 the public* 
in a.ftile as proud as Antient PiftcJ*s ; every fel- 
low, who can twirl iq>onhis toe, or ride a gallop' 
on bis head, paftes himfelf up in effigy on our 
public offices and churches, and> takes dl the 
courts in Europe to witnefs to the iiftme of ld$ 
|iei6>rmances. If a rafcal can fliew a knife thro^ 
a microfcope^ he expeds all the heads in Eng^ 
knd to itch till they behold it ; if a fon ot the 
gaUows can Aide down a rope from &e top of ar 
Heeple, he puffs off his flight in Pindarics, that 
would 0iake a moderate maa's head giddy to 
read \ nay, we have feen a gambling-JMxife and a 
brothel thrown open to the town, and publii} 
kifhires in. obfcenity audacioufly advertifed in a 
ChriiUaa city, which would not hftv« been tole**- 
lated in Sodom or Gomorrah. 
. I cannot difmife this fubJieiS: without hinting 
to the proprietors of our Royal TJbeaftres, that 

thi^ 
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this expedient of puffing is pardonable only in a 
troop of ftroUersi or the hiafter of a puppet* 
(hew. Whilft the Mufes keep poileffion of our 
(iieatre, and genius treads the ftage, every frien^l 
to die national drama wiM condemntHe praftice^ 
and hoM diem ihexcofable, who are tt^tsfHAt 
for it, '^ Aey dci iibt difcontinae it. It is hafdfy 
{>oilibk that any caisfe can be proMd \yj pi^i% 
if xttf can, lit rfnuff be a cofttertfptible one; the 
mterefts of Kterature are aniongft die laft that 
can expe<a advantage froitt ft^ or that fhoidd 
tonddbend to fo mean a reflyi!irc6 : Inftead of 
ttttra(91ng cuftoSty, h create di^ifft ; inftead dF 
ithf\Vferinig ttfe temporary objeft o5F profit, itiirrks 
th« perA^anfent fsttti of re{iQtatfon. As to the 
impolicy of dte tae^tt maxty feafons may bd 
given, btit Atft 1 fhiU fo^bfcaf to mefltfdft, left 
td\aft I jkwi ftafhug dafi^ers I fbcflfild appear to 
foggeft i}mn. In ctondtffion, I haVi flo dwabt 
tsm the good (ertic of tihfe proprietors wfll deter- 
i^iAe oft' se rkPtkTA ^ fer I am p^r&adefd itky can- 
jibt bb p?dfic^(f by h6ti^ d" iteh* dmi fSLittgi 
nor dhy gfitWiSif fltffttiW^ by ?K«»tfeiri>f his own 
beftowing* 
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SOCIETY in dcfpotic. governments is nar* 
rowed accoitiiog to the degree of rigour, 
jvhichthe ruling tyrant excrcifes. over his fiib- 
je£b.' In.fome countries it i$. in a manner an* 
nihilated. As deipotifioa relaxestowards limited 
monarchy, fixiety is dilated in the fame propor- 
tion. If we Confider freedom of ccmdition in no 
other light than as it afie£l3 fociety, a monarchy 
linuted^by hw, like this of ours, is perhaps the 
freefl eooftittttion upoa earth ; becaufe was it to 
diverge fii'om the: center on which it now refts, 
cither towards defpotifm on one hand, or demo-* 
cracy on the other, the reftraints upon focial 
freedom wpuH operate in the fame degree, tho* 
oobiil thj? ixmp xnpde ; for ^vhether that reftraint 
ss |»rbdufied ,by the, awe of a court, or the pro- 
mifcUou^ .licentioufnefs <rf' a rd:bble, the barrier 
is in dLther cafe broken down ; and whether it 
lets the .tsoUer or the king's meflfei^ger into our 
company, the tyranny i^ infupportable and fociety 
is enflaved. 

When an Englifliman is admitted into what 

are called the beft circles in Paris, he generally 

finds fomething captivating in them on a firft 

Acquaintance ; for without fpeaking of their 

6 internal 
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internal recommendations, it is apt to flatter a 
man's vanity to find himfelf in an exclufive par- 
ty, and to furmount thofe difficulties, which 
others cannot. As foon as he has had time to 
examine the component parts of this circle, into 
which he has fo happily ftept, he readily difco- 
vers that it is a circle, for he goes round and 
round without one excurfionj the whole party 
follows the fame ftated revolution, their minds 
and bodies keep the fame orbit, their opinions rife 
and fet with the regularity of planets, and for 
what is paffing without their fphere they know 
npthing of it. In this junto it rarely happens 
but fome predommant fpiy it takes the lead, and 
if he is ambitious 'of making a mafter-ftroke in- 
deed, he may go the length to declare, that he 
has the honour to profefi himfelf an Athetji. The 
creed of this leading fpirit is the creed of the 
junto ; there is no fear of controverfy ; inveftiga- 
tion does not reach them, and that liberality of 
mind, which a col-Kfion of ideas only can pro- 
duce, does not belong' to them ; you muft fall in 
with their fentiments, or keep^ottt of their fbci- 
ety : and hence arifes tiiat over^ruling felf-opinion 
fo peculiar to die French, that afTumed fuperi-, 
ority fo confpicuous in their manners, which 
dcflroys the very efTence of that politencf^, whici^ 
tl^cy boail to excel \xL 

T 3 Politenefi 
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Politenefs is nothing more than sn elegant and 
concealed fpecies of ftattery, tending to put the 
perfon to whom it isi ad^reflbd in gooil-hiunour 
and T^fpedt ^ith himfelf : But if there is a parade 
and difplay agb^d in the exertion of it, if a 
man feems to fay — Look 6^ coniejcending. and 
gracious I amf^ — ^whilft Iv^ has only the coiii«' 
mon offices of civility to perfbnn, fnch politenefi 
feems founded in miHake, and calculated to ro^ 
commend the wrong perfen; and this miftakc 
I havie obferved frequently to occur in French 
manners* 

The national chaFa6ler o£ the Spaniards is yetj 
different from that of the French, and the habits 
of life in Madrid as op{k>fite aa may be fixua 
thofe whi^h obtain at Paris, The Spaniards 
h^ve b^en a great and free peopte, and though 
that grandeur and that freedom are no more, 
their traces are yet to be feen; amongft the Gar 
i^ilians in particular. The catomgn people have 
not yet contra&ed that obfeqwoufipie(s aiid liib* 
i9iiQon, which thp rigour of their gov6rnn\ent, 
i£ no revdution occurs to. r<,dfe6 it^ muft in. 
time reduce tljuem to. The condMoo^ wbifih this, 
gallantnation is now found in, between the dc|f^ 
potifin of the throne and the terrofs of the In^ 
(^ttsfition, cannot be aggravated by defcriptton ; 
body and miiid are held in fiich complcat flav^ry 
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by thefe two gloomy powers, that men are not 
willing to expofe their perfon^ for the fake of 
their opinions, and fociety is of courfe exceed* 
ingly circumfcribed; to trifle away time feems 
all they afpire to i comreriation turns upon few 
topics, and they are fuch as will not carry a dif-^ 
pute ; iieither glowing with the zeal of party, 
nor the cordial interchange of mutual confi-*- 
dence ; day after day rolls in die fame languid 
round through life ; their femin4ries of education, 
efpeciaily fincc the expulfion of the Jefuits, ar<l 
grievoufly in decline ; learning is extin£); ; theif 
faculties are whelmed in fuperftition, and ig<« 
norance covers them with a cloud of darknei% 
through which the brighteft parts cannot find 
their way* 

If this country faw its own intcrefts in thcif 
true light, it would conciliate the affecSlions of 
the Spanifli nation, who are naturally diipofed 
towards England j the hoftile policy of maintain- 
ing a haughty fortrcfs oil the extremity of theif 
coaft, which is no longer valuable than whiMI 
Acy continue to attack it, has driven them into 
a compaft with France, odious to all true Spa- 
niards, and which this country has the obvious . 
means of diflblving. It is by an alliance with 
England that Spain mil recover her priftine 
greatnefif France is plunging her into proviiw 
T 4 cial 
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cial dependency ; there is ftill virtue in the Spa-i 
nifli nation ; honefty, fimplicity, and fobriety are 
ftill charadieriftics of the Caftilian ; he is brave, 
patient, unrepining; no foldier lives harder, 
fleeps kfe, or marches longer; treat him like a 
gentlem^n^ and you may work him like a mule j 
his word is a paflport in afiairs of honour, and a 
bond in matters of property. That dignity of 
nature, which in the higheft orders of th^ ftate 
is miferably debafed, ftill keeps its vigour in the 
bulk of the people, and will affurcdly break out 
into fome fudden and general convulfion for thei^; 
deliverance. If there are 'virtue and good fenfe 
Jn the adminiftration of this country, we fliall 
feize the opportunity yet open to us. 

It now remains that I fkould fpeak. of Eng-i 
land, and when I turn my thoughts to my na- 
tive ifland, and confidcr it with the impartiality 
of a citizen of the world, I difcern in it all 
advantages in perfedion, which man in a focial 
ftate can enjoy. A conftitution of government 
fiifficiently. monarchical to prefexve order and 
decorum in fociety, and popular enough to fe-s. 
cure freedom; a climate fo happily tempered, 
that the human genius is neither exhaufted by 
hcat^ nor crarajpted and. made torpid by cold; a 
land abounding in all manner of produdlions, 
that can encourage induftry, invite ^xercife anc| 

promote 
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promote health ; a lot of earth fo fingularly Io-« 
cated, as marks it out by Providence to be the 
emporium of plenty and the afylum of peace ; a 
religion, whofe eftabliftiment leaves all men free, 
neither endangering their perfons, nor enflaving 
their minds ; a fyftem of enlightened education 
fo general, and a vein of genius fo charaSerifti- 
feal, that undef the banners of a free prefs mufir 
fecure to the nation a {landing body of learned 
men, to fpread its language to the ends of the 
world and its fame to all pofterity. 

What is it then, which interrupts the enjoy- 
ments of focial life, and difturbs the harmony of 
its inhabitants ? Why do foreigners complain 
that time hangs heavy on their hands in Eng- 
land, that private houfes are fliut againft them, 
and that, were it not for the refource of public 
places, they would find themfelves in a folitude, 
or (more properly fpeaking) folitary in a crowd? 
How comes it to pafs that country gentlemen, 
who occafionally vifit town, fee themfelves ne- 
gledied and forgotten by thofe very people, who 
have been welcomed to their houfes and regaled 
with their hofpitality; and men of talents and 
charafter, formed to grace and delight our con- 
vivial hours, are left to pace the Park and ftreets 
of London by themfelves, as if they were the 
exiles from fociety i 

The 
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The fadl is, trade occupies one end of the 
town, and politics engrofs the other: As for 
foreigners of diftin£lion, who ought in good po-? 
licy to be confidered as the guefts of the ftate, 
after they ba,ve gone through the dull ceremonial 
rf a drawing-room, the court takes no furthei: 
concern about them. The crown has no officer 
charged with their reception, provides no table 
within or without the palace for their entertain- 
ment ; parliamentary or official avocations are ^ 
Sanding plea for every ftate minifter in his turn 
to nfegle<Sk them. The winter climate and coaft 
©f England is fo deterring to natives of more 
l^mperate latitudes, that they commonly pay 
their vifits to the capital in the fummer, when it 
is deferted ; fo that after billeting themfelves in 
ibme empty hotel amidft the fumes of paint and 
noife of repairs^ they wear out a fipw^edious 
days, and then take flight, as if they had escaped 
from a prifon. When parliament is fitting andl 
the town is full, a mafi^ who does not intereft 
bimfelf in the politics and party of the day, will 
find the capital an unfoci^d place ; that degree 
of freedom,, which in other refpecfts, is the life of 
fociety, now becomes its mortal foe ; the zealy 
and even fury, with which people abet their 
party, ar»d the latitude they give themfelves in 
opinion and difcourfe, extiilguifli every voice^ 

that 
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that would fye^ peace and pleafiire to tbo 
board, and turn good fellowfiiip into loud coa<* 
tetttioa atid a ftrife of tongues. 

The right aflumed by our news-paper» of 
publifhing what diey are pleafed to call Parlia-* 
mentary Debates I muft regard as one of die 
greatcft evils of the time, replete with foreign 
an^ doBieftic mifcbief : Our orators ipeak pam-* 
phlets, and die ibnate is turned into a theatre* 
The late hours of parliament, which to a degree 
are become fafliionable, are in efkd deftnifiive 
tp fociety* I cannot difpenie with obferving 
GoUaleially on this occafion that profeffional 
men in England confort more excluflvely 
amongft themfelyes, and communicate leis ge- 
nerally Asoi in other countries, vdiich gives 
t^kek converiation, however informing, an air 
of pedantry, c^ntsa^ed by long habits, great 
ardour for their profei&on and deep learning in 
it. 

As for fhnder, which amongft other evils 
owes much of its .propagation to the fame 
vehicle of the daily prefs, it is the poifon of 
ibcie^; deprefl^s virtuous ambition, damps 
the early (hoots of genius, puts the . innocent 
to pain, and cfrives the guiky to defperation ; 
it if^fes fufpicion into the beft natures, and 
loofens lii^ cement of tjse ftroQgeft friendfhips i 

very 
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very many afFeft to defpife it, few are fo high* 
minded iis not . to feel it ; though common 
flanderers feldom have it in their power to hurt 
iftablifeed reputations, yet they can always con- 
trive to fpoil company, and put honeft. men to th^ 
trouble of turning them, out of it. 
i It is a common . faying that authors are more 
fpiteful to each other, and more irritable under 
an attack, than other men ; I do not believe the 
obfervation is well founded ; every fenfible man 
knows, that his fame, efpecially of Ae literary 
kind, before it can pafs current in tl^ worlds 
pays a duty on entrance, like fomc foit of mer-t 
chandize, ad valorem y he knows that there are 
always fome who live upon the plunder of con-f 
demned reputations, watching the tides of popu- 
lar favour in hopes of making feizures to their 
own zcfiount-r-Hahent venerium pro vi£iii^ imm» 
ptv deliciis. *-^Th£ little injury fuch men do to 
letters chiefly confifts in the ftupidity of their 
own produftions : They may ^o a certain degree 
check a man's living fame, but if he writes to 
pofterity, he is out of their reacb^ b^^aufe he 
appeals to a court, where they caa never appear 
againft him. 

When we give our praife to any man's cha-r 
ra£lcr or performances, let us give it abfelutely, 
^nd without comparifon> foj: it i^ ju(yy,remarke4 
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by foreigners, that we feldom commend pofitive- 
ly : This remark bears both againft our good- 
nature and our good fenfe > but let no man by 
this or any other declamation againft flander be 
awed into that timid prudence, which affeSing 
the name of clndour, dares not to condemn, and 
of courfe is* not intitled to a,pplaud. Truth and 
juftice hs^ve their claims upon us, and our tefti« 
mpny againft vice, folly and hypocrify is due to 
fociety; manly refentment againft mifchievous 
charafters, cleanly ridicule of vanity and imper- 
tinence, and feir criticifm of what is under pub- 
lic review are the prerogatives of a free fpirjt ; 
they peculiarly belong to Engliflimen, and he 
betrays a right cbnftitutionally inherent in him, 
who from mean and perftnial motived forbears 
to exercife it. ' '" 

When I have faid this, I think it right to add; 
that I cannot ftate'a cafe, in which a man caii 
be juffifieB in treating another's name With free- 
dom, and concealing his own» 
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N^ XXX. 

EtquandQtAemrvtthruMiopldt quMio 
Mt^r avar'i^igfahUf &tnm t AL EA ^t^tsA 
. Has antmos f m^m StnM hciOis tmiUiritibm itnt 
Ad t^m tubfAg^ faftt&Jei luJ&tur dnth 

THE pafl^e, which I have kleSttd for thf 
motto of this .paper^ will (how that I m* 
tend to devote it to the coniidemtion of the vice 
of Gaming^i and I forbor^ to ftate it in mjr pre* 
ceding eilay a^iongft.the catife^ .that ;aifie£l fo- 
ciety in tliis couiitry^ became I re^4cd it as 
an evil too enormous to be brought within ,the 
brief eniimejration:tfaerein contained^ refolving to 
treat it with .that psgrticular refpeA and attentioni 
which its high, flation and dignity in xDtfchief 
have a claim to. , 

Though I have no hefitation at beginning the 
attack, I beg leave to premife that I am totally 
without hope of carrying it. I may iay tq my 
antagonifts in the words, though not altogether 
in the fenfe, that the angel Gabriel does to his— ^ 

<< Satan> I know diy ftrength, and thou know'ft mine/* 

"Xyhat avails my hurling a feeble eilay at the 
* 2 heads 
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heads df this hydra, when the immortal dranur 
of The Gamejler lies trodden under his feet ? 

Confcious that I do not pofTefs ijie ftrengd^ 
I fhall not afTume the importance of a champion^ 
and as I am not of dignity enough to be angry^ 
I fhall keep niy tenlpcr . and my diftance too, 
ikirmifhing like thofe infigniiicant gentry, who 
play the part of teasers in the Spanifh bull^fights, 
ftickifig arrows in his creil to provoke him« to 
bellow, whiTft bdder combatants engage him at 
tile pojnt of his ho^-m. 

It is Well for Gamefters, that they are fo mi- 
merous as to make a fociety of dienifelves, foi- 
it would be a. ftrange abtife of terms to rank 
ftem amongft fociety at large,, whofe profeifion 
It IS to prey upon aU i^o eomfiofe it. Stri£Uy 
peaking it wUlbear a doubt, if a Gamefter has 
any other title to be called a man, except undeir 
the diAiiidijOix of Hobbes, and upon claim to 
the charter rf Hrnio Hmim Zr«poj-— As a Ha-* 
manr tf^elfl grant be faais a right to bis wti^b 
frtrogatmes ; He, who fo &r fiiiprizes faiy reaw 
ion CMT debauches my principle, as to make ftis a 
fartyift tny own de{&u£)ion, k a worfe enemy 
than he Hvho robs mc of oiy jtroperty by^foro* 
and y»olence, becaufe iie -fiilks me in my bwii 
qputsiofi ; and if there wks viiti^. m mankind^ 
ittfficiffat iQX their own ddeode, boneft men 
\ . would 
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would expel gamefters as outlaws from fociety^ 
and good citizens drive them from the ftate, ask 
the deftroyers of human happinefs, wretches, 
who make the parent childlefs and the wife a 
widow. 

But what avail a parcel of flatutes againfl: 
gaming, when they, who make them, confpire 
together for the infrafiion of them ? Why de- 
clare gaming-debts void in law, when that filly 
principle, fo feUely called honout (at OnCe the 
idol and the ideot of the World) takes all thofe 
debts upon itfelf and calk them debts *if honour? 
It is not amongft things pradicabk to put gamingf 
down by ftatute# If the face of fociety was fet 
fteadily againft the vice | if parents wef e agreed 
to (pum at the aUiattce of a gamefterj hcwevea* 
ennobled ; if our f^in^ries of education would 
enforce their difcipline againft early habits of 
play ; if the crown, as the fountain of honottf, 
and the virtuous pait of the feir fex, a§ the dif-* 
penfers of happinefs, would reprobate all men 
addi£l:ed to this, defperate pafBon, fomething 
might perhaps be done. If tradefmen would 
confidt their ownintcreft, and give no credit 
to gamefters j if the in&mous gang of money- 
lenders could be abfohitdy extinguiflied, and the 
people at large, inftead^of rifmg againft a lopl 
fellow-fubjedl, becauie he worfhips God accord- 
ing 
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ing to the religion of ins anccftors sit a Catholic 
'aUar, would exercife^ their idcotment s^ainA 
tiK)(e illegal {da^es of xeibrt, where dej^radoes 
meet for nightly pUIige^ this coiitagiaus evil 
•might poftUy be< checked ; but when; it is only 
to 1K; hopti that a combmatioii of remedies 
might flem the di&afe, how can we «xpe£l a 
recovery, when no one of them all is admini£- 
tered? 

Though 4omeftic cilery muft foUow an alli- 
ance with a gamefter, matches of dm fort are 
made every day; a parent, who coiifents fo to 
(acrifice his child, muft either jbcc his hope in 
her reforming her hu(band, or elfe he muft have 
made up hib mind to fet confequenoes at defi- 
ance ; a very fooUfti h(^, or a very fatal prin-^* 
ciple. There can be no domeftic comfort in 
die arms of a gamefter, no conjugal aiylum in 
his heart : Wealq and ignorant yomig women 
may be duped into fuch conneSicms'; vain and 
felf-conceited ones may adventure with their eyes 
open, and truft to their attra6Kons for fecurity 
Rgainft misfortune ; but let Aem be ^ured there 
is not a page in the world's hiftory, that will 
fhraifh them with an example • to palliate their 
prefumption ; eag^ to fnatch die prefent plea- 
fures of a voluptuous profpeft, they care litde 
for the rmn, whicK futurity keeps out of fight. 

Vol. I. U -* Widi 
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With th6 deareft cdnvidioii in my mind of 
the general advantages of public education^ I 
thuft Acknowledge a fufpicion that due attention 
IS not'paid in our great femin^^s of education 
to refti^in'ttds fiktal paffion in its'firft approaches* 
I fear there areiibnie evidences of a guilty negli- 
gence How inoperatiohy fpreading poifon as thejf 
flow^ and carrying with them in their courfe aU 
the charms of eloquence, the flow of wit^ and 
fafcinatrng fpell of fciencie; tahSdfitdhy fafhion, 
Gamihg-houfes, which out-peer the royal palace^ 
rife around it in defiance; trophies and monu-> 
•ments.bf the triumphs of diifip,$tipn. The wif^ 
whofe huibanid enters thofe doors, and the parent^ 
who owns a fon within th^nt^ muft either era« 
dicate [ zStS&oa and natuirQ from their hearts, 
or take Jeavft of happinefs for ever. Woe be to 
the nation,^ whofe police cannot, ..or dare not^ 
corre^ fitoban eyil ! 'Tis fooU0i to lamenjt the 
amputation .ef:fL.Umb^ when the mortality is in 
our yital^, 1 , y \ . ' ' 

I ihall:nr)t.take^pqn.n;iyfelf;tcr lay down rules 
for kings,, or affe^ to pronounce what a fovereign 
can, or cannot, do to difcount^nance gaming in 
this kingdom^.. hut I will venture to fay that 
fomething more is requifite than mere example, 
/f was in, the decline of Rome^ when the provinces 
were falling off from her empire^ TJobilfl a virtuota 

<a hut 
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ioii unfin^nate prince pi^tfidjbe.tth'^mi tht 
gTMU/l part vf Africa was in revolt ': - ^e fiene^ 
TUtl^ . who comrnanded the Roman legions^ was 9 fil^ : 
di£r^> af» approved courage in the fields but of mean 
talents and dijfolute manners. /His man ^ in the 
m0 immimnt crifisfirtbe interefts of Rome^ fuf^ 
fired^and mcouragfid'fucfi a fpirits^ gaming to oh^^ 
tain dmoisg/i bis officers in fhfir tniUtaryi quart ^rs^ 
tbaP th£ fineft aro^ in ^ the world entirely kft their 
Sfsipline^ Mnd remained ina£iivey whilft a few 
ks^Jei: of raw inf^rgents wrejl^d from the Roman 
npyns the riibeji provinces of the' empire. Hijiory 
records n^hing further of this .mUn^s fate or far-f 
tune, but. leaves us ^to conclude that the reproaches 
sf.bis own. confii^nc^ and the execrations of pofierity^ 
were all the punljhment he met with. . ^ The empire 
ivas rent by fa^ion, and his party refcued him 
from the difgrace he merited. 

The laft rdburce \n all deQ)erate c^fes, Which 
the law cannot, or will not:, reach^ Kes^'wfth fee 
people at l^ge ::,It .is not without reafon I ftate 
1% as the lafty beii^ie their. n)eti;x94 pf curing diA 
orders^ is like the violent me4i^:(nes of empirics, 
never to be. applied to but iaAWolute- extremity.^ 
If the people werc^ like ShakeJ^an'^ JuHu^ Cse-. 
&r, never to do wrong b^twithjt^caufe^ I ibould^ 
i|pt fo much dread the. operation of their reme- 
dies s I fhfiXl dierefore venture no further;^ than, 
'1 Vz to 
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to exprefsr an IkiinUe wifli, diat when tt ihall be 
their high and mi^ty pkafiux to proceed agsia, 
to the poUiqg down mi burning ^hoa^^ diofir 
houfes ttOLy not be the rcpofitorics of fcience, b#^ 
the receptacles of gamefters. 

When a man of fivtmie turns gimeftcr^ 4|e 
2St is fo devoid of reafon, that we are at a kft. 
to find a motive for it ; but when one of delpe^ 
rate circumftances takee to the trade, it on^jr 
proves that he determines againft an honeft 
courfe of Itffe for a maintenance, and having bia 
choice to make between robbery and gamsi^^ 
prefers that mode of depredation, which expofea 
him to leaft danger, and has a coward^s plea (br 
his vocation. Such an one majr fxy vfiAt An-. 
tientPiftoI-* 

** ril live by Nym, and Nym iball liye by mci 
V AndfiriendfliipihaU combiqe and brotherhood < 
f<Js not this jiift? ^" 

In the jiiftrce of his leagtxfe T do not join m^ 
Antient Piftol, but I am r^^ady to aUow there is 
fome degree of cpmmor^ feiife in this daft of Ac 
brotherhood, of wfiich common lehfe I cannot 
trace a fhadotve ^mongft dte odiers, A prefer- 
ence therefore in point of uhderftanding is clear* 
Jy due to the vagabonds and de^radoes ; as tc^ 
the man, who^^ for tiie filly chance of winning; 

what 
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wkat lie dods not want, .rifi{ues c^ery tiling he' 
^nigfat to vHutj his deiencefss in hi& folly, and if: 
we rob him pf dmt, we probably take from him 
the dii^ hacmlefi: quality he is poflefTed of. If 
howev^ fucb an inftance fhall occur, and the 
damion, of. gaming &aU enter the &me breafi, 
where honour, coun^e, wit, wifdom refide, fuch. 
a mind isf like a mofley fint of cards^ where kingSj 
queens- vmiinaveszrc packed, together, and make 
iup the game- with' temporary good-fellowfhip^ 
but it isa- hundred to one but tbe knave will beat 
tbemaB'outef4oersinthsend* 

As there are fepanite gangs ofgamefters, (b 
there are diferent modes of gaming > fome fet 
their property upon' ganies of fibiple chance, 
ibme depend upon (kill, others u^on fraud. 

The gamefters of the • firft defcription run 
upon luck : a filly. crew of Fortune's fools ; this 
|cind of play is only fit for them, whofe circum- 
ftances cannot be made worfe by lofing, other- 
wile there is no proportion between the good 
and the evil of the chance ; for the good of dott-i^ 
bling a man's property bears nq comparifon 
with the evil of l6fing the whole ; in the one 
cafe he only gains fuperfluities, in the odier he 
loies neceflaries y and he, who ftakes what life 
wants againft tiiat which life wants not, makesr 
a fboGfh bet, to fay no worfe of it. Games of 

chance 
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chance are traps to catch fchool-boy jiovice^ 
ind gaping country^iTqioirei?, whb begin 'With/ a. 
guinea and end with a ionortgagdt} .i?Hlilft the 
old ftagers in tijie game, keg>i^'dteir psffions 
in check, .watch the ebb and flow of fortune, till 
the booby dieyr'are pillaging fees haa acres melt/ 
at every caflfc 

In games of fkill^ depen£ng.iipan pnbSice, 
rule and calcuktioiT, the acromphflied profefibr 
has advantages, which may bid defiance t» for-i^- 
tune; and the . extrebie of art i.a{^roaehc$ fo 
clofely to the beginning of Fraudy Aatthey.arfc. 
apt to run one into the other : -iiMhefe engage- 
ments, felf-conceit in one party ehdjdiffimida^v 
ti^ in the odier are fiire to proditce nrii;^, aadr 
the fufFerer has fomething more :^h.dmnce ta 
arraign, when he reviews the wrccfcof his.Rr- 
tune and the difbefles of his femfly^. : . 

The drama of a gamefler commonly has felfo 
murder for its cataArojrfie, and authors, who 
write to the paffiohs, are apt to dwell vtposk thift 
fcene with partial attention, as the Arlking moral 
of the piece ; I confeTs kis a morale diat doe^ 
not flrike/me; for as this adlion, < whenever it 
happens, devolves to tibe fhare of the lofir^, not 
of the winning gameiler, I cannot difcover an3P 
particular edification, nor feel any extraordinary^ 
padkos, in a.nian's fidling by his owxif hand,. 

vdien 
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when he is no longer in a capacity of doing or 
fuffering further injury in fociety. liook upon 
every man as a fuicide from the moment he 
takes the dice-box defperately in hand, and all 
that follows in his career from that fatal time is 
only fhaq>ening the dagger before he ilrikes it 
to his heart. 

My proper concern in this (hort ei|ay is to 
(hew, that Gaming is the chief obftruding caufe, 
that afie£ts the fhite of fociety in this nation, 
and I am fenfible I need not have employed Co 
many words to convince my reader that game- 
fters are very dull and very dangerous compani- 
ons. When blockheads rattle the dice-box, 
when fellows of Vulgar and bafe minds fit up 
whole nights contemplating the turn of a card, 
their fhipid occupation is in character; but 
whenever a cultivated undcrftanding ftoops to 
the tyranny of fo vile a paifion, the friend of 
mankind fees the injury to fociety with that fort 
of aggravation, as would attend the taking of 
his purfe on the highway, if upon feizure of the 
felon, he was unexpeftedly to difcover the pcrfon 
of a judge. 

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME* 
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